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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. (MKO) has been appointed to provide the information 
necessary to allow the competent authority to conduct an Appropriate Assessment in 
accordance with the requirement of Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (Directive 
92/43) and in accordance with the provisions of section 177T of the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 as amended of a proposed solar farm and Substation and Grid 
Connection at Timahoe North, Co. Kildare. A Screening for Appropriate Assessment for 
the Proposed Project  has been prepared and is provided in Appendix 1. The screening 
assessment concluded as follows: 
 
 ‘It cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt, in view of best 
 scientific knowledge on the basis of objective information and in light of the 
 conservation objectives of the relevant European sites, that the Proposed 
 Project (i.e. both the Solar Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection), 
 individually or in combination with other plans and projects, would have a 
 significant effect on the following European Sites:  
 

 River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299) 
 River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232) 

 
 As a result, an Appropriate Assessment of the Proposed Project is required, 
 and a Natura Impact Statement shall be prepared in respect of the Proposed 
 Project (i.e. both the Solar Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection)’. 

 
Table 1.1 provides a screening summary and identifies the Qualifying Interests 
(habitats or species for which the SAC as been designated) for which potential 
significant effects could not be excluded at screening stage. 
 
Table 1.1 European Sites that have been ‘Screened In’ 

European Site Screening Summary 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
River Boyne And River 
Blackwater SAC (002299) 
 
The SAC is located 
15.3km (surface water 
distance) downstream of 
the proposal. 

There will be no direct effects as the Proposed Project is located 
entirely outside the designated site. Potential pathways for 
indirect effects on the Qualifying Interests resulting from the 
Proposed Project including both solar farm and Grid Connection 
were identified and are listed below. 
 
Deterioration of surface water quality resulting from pollution, 
associated with construction, operation and decommissioning 
potentially affecting the following aquatic Qualifying Interests 
(QIs): 

 Alluvial Forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 
*Priority habitat (91E0) 

 Alkaline fens [7230] 
 Lampetra fluviatilis (river lamprey) [1099] 
 Salmo salar (salmon) [1106] 
 Lutra lutra (otter) [1355] 

 
A single watercourse drains the site which forms a tributary of the 
River Blackwater. Consequently, the potential for significant 
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effects on this European Site cannot be excluded at this stage of 
the Appropriate Assessment process and it is ‘Screened In’. 

Special Protection Area (SPA) 

River Boyne and River 
Blackwater SPA (004232) 
 
Located 10.9km  north 
west (direct line) or 
15.3km (surface water 
distance) downstream 

There will be no direct effects as the Proposed Project is located 
entirely outside the designated site. Potential pathways for 
indirect effects during construction, operation and 
decommissioning on the supporting habitat of kingfisher 
resulting from the Proposed Project including both solar farm 
and Grid Connection has been identified as a result of indirect 
impacts on water quality. 
 
A single watercourse drains the site which forms a tributary of the 
River Blackwater. Consequently, the potential for significant 
effects on this European Site cannot be excluded at this stage of 
the Appropriate Assessment process and it is ‘Screened In’. 

  
 

In light of the finding of the Screening report, a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has 
been prepared in accordance with the in compliance with the provisions of Section 177 
T of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended. In addition, the NIS follows the 
European Commission guidance document ‘Assessment of Plans and Projects 
Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the provisions of 
Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC’ (EC, 2001) and the Department 
of the Environment’s Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects 
in Ireland (DoEHLG, 2010).  
 
In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant guidance was 
considered in preparation of this report: 
 

1. EC (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the 
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European 
Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

2. Council Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European 
Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

3. EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 
92/43/EEC – Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest, compensatory measures, overall 
coherence, opinion of the commission. Office for Official Publications of the 
European Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

4. DoEHLG (2010) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities. Department of the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government, 

5. EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28. 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg. 
European Commission, 

1.2 Appropriate Assessment Methodology 
The information contained in this NIS is designed to comply with the provisions of 
sections 177 T (1)(b) and 177 T (2) in that it consists of a report of a scientific 
examination of evidence and data, carried out by competent persons to identify and 
classify any implications for one or more European sites in view of their conservation 
objectives, and to allow the Competent Authority to assess in accordance with the 
provisions of section 177 V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended 1) 
whether in the event the Proposed Project proceeds, there will be any adverse effects 
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on the integrity of a European Site and 2) the implications of the Proposed Project, 
alone or in combination with other plans and projects, for a European Site in view of its 
Conservation Objectives. 
 
Firstly, in Section 2 of the report, the Proposed Project is fully described. Following on 
from this in Section 3, the results of the desk and field surveys that were undertaken 
are presented to provide all necessary details of the ecological baseline conditions at 
the site of the Proposed Project. The interaction of the Proposed Project on the 
baseline environment is then considered in the context of potential effects thereon. 
This is undertaken with particular reference to the potential for the Proposed Project 
to result in adverse effects on the integrity of any European Site. 
 
In Section 4, the Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests and Conservation 
Objectives of the “screened in” European Sites are described, with subsequent 
identification of potential pathways for effects on each individual Qualifying 
Interest/Special Conservation Interest.  Where potential pathways for effects are 
identified, the potential for adverse effects on each Qualifying Interest/Special 
Conservation Interest is assessed with respect to the national level pressures and 
threats. Where available, the site-specific attributes and targets, associated with the 
individual Qualifying Interest/Special Conservation Interest, are also assessed with 
regard to the Proposed Project taking into consideration best practice and design 
features.  
 
The assessment of potential adverse effects follows the precautionary principle as 
detailed in Article 191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). 
It aims at ensuring a higher level of environmental protection through preventative 
decision-taking in the case of risk and underpins the Habitats Directive (DoEHLG, 
2010). The precautionary principle underlies the concept of sustainable development 
which implies that prudent action be taken to protect the environment the absence of 
scientific certainty (DoEHLG, 2010). 
 
Following the assessment of potential adverse effects on the integrity of a European 
Site in light of its conservation objectives resulting from the project itself, a further 
assessment of the potential for effects when the Proposed Project is considered 
cumulatively and in combination with other plans or projects is made in Section 5. 
 
Finally, in Section 6, a concluding statement is made. This includes a summary of the 
results of the assessment along with a checklist that demonstrates the lack of adverse 
effects on the integrity of any European Site (in light of the Conservation Objectives of 
the site as per Box 10 of EC, 2001). As per EC (2001) the meaning of integrity is defined 
as follows; 
 

The integrity of a site involves its ecological functions. The decision as to 
whether it is adversely affected should focus on and be limited to the site’s 
conservation objectives’ (MN2000, paragraph 4.6(3))’. 

 
The information contained in this report will allow the Competent Authority to 
determine that the Proposed Project either individually or in combination with other 
projects will not adversely affect the integrity of any European Site. 
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

2.1 Site Location 
The Proposed Project is located in northwest Co. Kildare, approximately 6.5km 
(kilometres) north of the village of Allenwood, 6 kilometres east of Carbury and 3km 
south of Johnstownbridge. The grid reference coordinates for the centre of the 
Proposed Project site are E 275,810, N 235,200. The Timahoe North site comprises the 
northern half of the Bord na Móna Timahoe bog unit, which forms part of the Allen bog 
group. 
 
The Proposed Project is located on Timahoe North Bog which is currently a brownfield 
site (former commercial scale cutaway peatland) and forms part of the Bord na Móna 
Allen Bog Group. The Timahoe North Bog site measures approximately 807 hectares 
and was formerly used for the production of sod peat for power generation and 
domestic heating purposes. Timahoe North is not currently in commercial use and has 
been out of large-scale commercial production for over 20 years. A low level of ‘turf on 
the spread’ peat extraction activity is undertaken within the site and this will cease 
prior to construction, should the project be consented. This currently involves local turf 
contractors seasonally cutting turf sods by mechanical means and laying it across the 
bog to dry. Once dried, the sods are gathered by hand on site and either bagged or 
loaded loose onto trucks for removal offsite. 
  
A site location map is available as Figure 2.1 in the Appropriate Assessment Screening 
Report (Appendix 1).  
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2.2 Characteristics of the Proposed Project 
One planning application will be submitted to An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) seeking 
permission for the 110 kV infrastructure and associated works (‘Substation and Grid 
Connection’), in accordance with Section 182A of the Planning & Development Act 2000, 
as amended and another planning application will be made to Kildare County Council 
under Section 34 of the same Act for the solar farm, battery storage compound and 
associated works (the ‘Solar Farm’). Together, the Substation and Grid Connection and 
Solar Farm form and are described in this document as the Proposed Project. The 
Proposed Project comprises:  
 

I. the construction and operation of 2 areas of solar photovoltaic arrays mounted 
on metal frames over an area of approximately 200ha, and having a maximum 
overall height of 3 metres over ground level; 

II. Internal solar farm underground cabling; 
III. 2 no. temporary construction compounds;  
IV. recreation and amenity works, including looped walk (upgrade of existing 

tracks and provision of new tracks, car parking and vehicular access);  
V. 1 no. Battery Storage compound; 

VI. 1 no. 110kV onsite Electrical substation with associated electrical plant, 
electrical equipment, welfare facilities, waste water holding tank and security 
fencing; 

VII. 110 kV overhead Line grid connection cabling with associated angle lattice 
masts and supporting polesets; 

VIII. Upgrade of existing tracks and provision of new site access roads;  
IX. Site drainage;  
X. Forestry Felling and Replanting;  

XI. Permanent signage; and  
All associated site development and ancillary works.   

 
The Proposed Project will have an operational life of 35 years from the date of 
commissioning. The Proposed Project installation will have a construction period of 
approximately 25 months. 
 
The layout of the Proposed Project has been constraints-led, thereby avoiding the more 
environmentally sensitive parts of the site. The roads layout for the Proposed Project 
makes use of the existing onsite access roads and tracks where possible, with 
approximately 12.05 kilometres of existing roadway/ tracks requiring upgrading.  
 
The recreational amenity proposals will require the placement of approximately 5km 
of a 2.5m wide gravel walking track predominantly along a former machine track and 
the construction access track will be re-purposed to form part of the amenity walkway, 
in addition to being used for maintenance access during operation. A dedicated gated 
entrance and car parking area will also be provided for recreational use during the 
operational stage. 
 
The overall layout of the Proposed Project is shown in Figure 4.1 of the EIAR and 
provided is available as Figure 2.1 in the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
(Appendix 1).  This drawing shows the proposed locations of the solar arrays and all 
associated infrastructure, construction compounds, internal access tracks, battery 
storage compound, electricity Substation and overhead Grid Connection. Detailed site 
layout drawings of the Proposed Project are included in Appendix 4.1 to the EIAR.   
 
A detailed description of the proposal is provided in Chapter 4 of the EIAR.  
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2.2.1 References to Proposed Project  
For the purposes of this Natura Impact Statement, where the ’Proposed Project’ is 
referred to, this relates to the entirety of the project i.e. the Solar Farm which includes 
the solar array and all infrastructure supporting this including the Substation and Grid 
Connection works, the amenity proposals, replanting lands, peat repositories etc as 
delineated in green in Figure 2.1.  
 
The Proposed Project consists of: 
 

1.  ‘The Solar Farm’ consisting of a solar photovoltaic array and associated 
infrastructure, inverters, access roads and parking, site compounds and 
security fencing,  battery storage compound, amenity trails and landscaping, 
peat and spoil storage areas (repositories), site drainage and all associated 
works. The recreational amenity proposals will require the placement of 
approximately 5 km of a 2.5m wide gravel walking track predominantly along 
a former machine track and the construction access track will be re-purposed 
to form part of the amenity walkway. A dedicated gated entrance and car 
parking area will also be provided for recreational use during the operational 
stage. This element of the overall project will require a planning application to 
Kildare County Council. 
 

2. ‘The Substation and Grid Connection’ including the construction of a 110 kV 
Substation within the site. It also includes the connection from this Substation 
to the Derryiron-Maynooth 110 kV overhead line that traverses the southern 
section of the Timahoe North site. This element of the project will require a 
Strategic Infrastructure Development Application to An Board Pleanála. 

 
The effects of both of the above elements of the project on EU Designated Sites are 
considered individually and jointly in this assessment and then cumulatively with other 
plans or projects. All aspects are fully considered in their own right and as part of the 
overall project. 
 
For clarity and where relevant, the Solar Farm will be assessed on its own, the 
Substation and Grid Connection will be assessed on its own, and the entirety of the 
Proposed Project will be assessed cumulatively and in combination with other plans or 
projects to aid the competent authorities in carrying out the Appropriate Assessment.   
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2.3 Consultation 
MKO undertook a scoping and consultation exercise during the preparation of this NIS. 
Table 2.2 provides a list of the organisations consulted with regard to Flora and Fauna 
during the scoping process and which have been taken into account in the preparation 
of this NIS, and notes where responses have been received.   
 
Table 2.2 Scoping Response Summary 

Consultee Response  

An Taisce No response to date (December 2018) 
Bat Conservation Ireland No response to date (December 2018) 

BirdWatch Ireland Confirmed receipt of scoping document 
Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine 

Response received 21st June 2018 

Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht 

Response received 18th July 2018 

Environmental Protection Agency Response received 18th July 2018 
Geological Survey of Ireland No response to date (December 2018) 
Inland Fisheries Ireland Response received 18th May 2018 
Irish Peatland Conservation Council Response received 21st May 2018 
Irish Wildlife Trust No response to date (December 2018) 
Kildare County Council – Planning 
Department 

No response to date (December 2018) 

Kildare County Council – 
Environment Department 

No response to date (December 2018) 

Kildare County Council – Heritage 
Officer 

No response to date (December 2018) 

South Eastern River Basin District No response to date (December 2018) 
The Heritage Council No response to date (December 2018) 
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3 BASELINE ECOLOGY OF THE SITE OF THE PROJECT 

The study area has been mapped in detail, undertaken by the Bord Na Móna Ecology 
Team, between 2010 and 2016 following the Bord na Móna habitat classification 
scheme and was cross referenced with ‘A Guide to Habitats in Ireland’ (Fossitt, 2000). 
The site consists largely of cutover bog (PB4) which has, historically, been the subject 
of industrial peat extraction. Throughout the site there are areas of Wet Heath (HH3), 
Poor fen and flush (PF2), Raised bog (PB1) and regenerating peatland vegetation with 
a large network of drainage ditches (FW4), treelines (WL2), areas of scrub (WS1) and 
bog woodland (WN7) also present. It should be noted that these habitats are secondary 
habitats which have regenerated following cessation of peat extraction, with the 
exception of an area of raised bog to the north of the site. Several access tracks are 
also present crossing the site, which consist of dry meadows and grassy verges (GS2), 
with areas of buildings and other artificial surfaces (BL3) and recolonising bare ground. 
 
The project is not located within any European Designated Sites (see Figure 3.1 of the 
of this report). There will be no direct effects on any designated site as a result of the 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the project.  Tributaries of the 
Blackwater River drain the site, predominantly in a southerly direction, before entering 
the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC/SPA in excess of 15km downstream of the 
site.  
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3.1 Flora and Fauna 
The baseline ecology of the site is fully described in terms of Biodiversity: Flora and 
Fauna, in Chapter 6 of the EIAR. The methodologies followed for assessment of the 
baseline along with a description of the results and an assessment of the potential 
effects of the Proposed Project thereon are fully described in these chapters. 
Additional information from other chapters within the EIAR, in particular Chapter 8 
(Water) also assists in the baseline assessment of the biodiversity of the study area. 
The desk and field surveys undertaken to inform the EIAR provide much of the data 
required to inform this NIS and are fully referenced throughout the NIS. This 
information has not been repeated in this NIS but provides much of the scientific data 
required to undertake a robust analysis of the potential for the project to result in 
adverse effects on European Sites. 

3.1.1 Desk Study 
The desk study undertaken for this assessment included a thorough review of the 
available ecological data including the following: 
 

 Review of online web-mappers: National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), 
Teagasc, EPA, Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI),  

 Review of impact assessments associated with nearby development e.g. 
Drehid Waste Management Facility, the granted Power Capital Renewable 
Energy solar development at Dysart and the granted Coolcarrigan site located 
in Timahoe West (via the Kildare County Council Online Planning System).  

 Review of the information contained within Section 6.3 (Baseline Conditions 
and Receptor Evaluation) of the Biodiversity: Flora and Fauna Chapter of the 
EIAR.  

 EPA Water Quality Data 
The site is situated within the Boyne river catchment in the eastern river basin district. 
There is a watercourse that bisects the site before flowing out of the south of the site 
and eventually entering the River Blackwater 7km downstream (located to the north of 
the site). An additional watercourse, the Fear English river lies outside the north-
western boundary of the site, flowing in a north easterly direction and discharging to 
the River Blackwater. 
 
The Biotic Index of Water Quality (BIWQ) was developed in Ireland by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Q-values are assigned using a combination of habitat 
characteristics and structure of the macro-invertebrate community within the 
waterbody. Individual macro-invertebrate families are classified according to their 
sensitivity to organic pollution and the Q-value is assessed based primarily on their 
relative abundance within a sample.  
 
River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) have been published for all River Basin 
Districts in Ireland in accordance with the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive. The online EPA Envision map viewer provides access to water quality 
information at individual waterbody status for all the River Basin Districts in Ireland. 
The EPA Envision map viewer was consulted on 3rd December 2018 regarding the water 
quality status of the Rivers which run within and directly adjacent to the Study Area. 
The WFD River Waterbody Status 2010-2015 for the watercourse which flows through 
the site has been assessed as having “poor” quality status.  The Fear English river has 
been assessed as having “moderate” quality status. Both watercourses are classified 
as ‘at risk’, according to the WFD River Waterbody risk score. There are no 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Q-value monitoring sites within the Study Area 
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or immediately downstream. Sample station RS07B020060 (Br S of Hortland) is located 
approximately 8.5km downstream of the proposal on the River Blackwater. The latest 
Q-Value at this location has been recorded in 2015 as” Q3 - Poor”. 

3.1.2 Field Survey 
Following on from the desk study, multi-disciplinary walkover surveys were conducted 
to provide a baseline assessment of the site of the project. The walkover surveys were 
undertaken on the 18th April, 11th of May, 30th June and 11th July 2017. Surveys covered 
the entire Study Area and based on the survey findings, further detailed targeted 
surveys were carried out for features of relevance to European sites in the zone of likely 
effect. These surveys were carried out in accordance with NRA Guidelines on 
Ecological Surveying Techniques for Protected Flora and Fauna on National Road 
Schemes (NRA, 2009). 
 
The Proposed Project site is dominated by large areas of cutover raised bog with 
remnant uncut bog at various locations surrounding the margins of bog. 
 

 This bog has been out of commercial peat production by Bord na Mona for over 20 years 
 and vegetation has regenerated over much of the area. The main habitat types on the 
 site were identified and classified by Bord na Mona ecologists and the habitats verified 
 and assessed by McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan ecologists within the Proposed Project 
 area.  The main habitat types on the site included woodlands and scrub, secondary dry 
 heath communities, poor fen and bare peat with some open water communities and 
 grasslands (alongside railway tracks). There were also some remnant areas of uncut 
 raised bog within the study area. These habitats occur in intimate mosaics throughout 
 the study area as shown in Figure 3.2.  
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Bare peat, pioneer dry heath & Birch/Willow scrub (PB4, HH1, WS1)

Bare peat, pioneer dry heath & Molinia grassland mosaic (PB4, HH1)

Bare peat, pioneer dry heath & poor fen mosaic (PB4, HH1, PF2)

Bare peat, pioneer Molinia grassland & poor fen mosaic (PB4, PF2)

Birch-Willow woodland (WN7)

Birch/Willow scrub & pioneer Molinia grassland mosaic (WS1, PB4)

Birch/Willow scrub & pioneer poor fen mosaic (WS1, PF2)

Birch/Willow scrub (WS1)

Birch/Willow scrub, pioneer dry grassland & poor fen (WS1, GS2, PF2)

Birch/Willow scrub, pioneer Molinia grsld & pioneer poor fen (WS1, PB4, PF2)

Birch\Willow scrub & pioneer Reedbeds (WS1, FS1)

Bog woodland (WN7)

Bracken, Birch/Willow scrub & pioneer Molinia grassland (HD1, WS1, PB4)

Conifer plantation (WD4)

Cutover bog (PB4)

Dry meadows and grassy verges (GS2)

Embryonic bog vegetation (PB4)

Emerging Birch/Willow scrub (pioneer) (WS1)

Improved grassland (GA1)

Open water & pioneer poor fen mosaic (PF2)

Open water & pioneer Reedbeds mosaic (PF2, FS1)

Open water (PF2)

Open water, pioneer Reedbeds & pioneer poor fen mosaic (PF2, FS1)

Pioneer dry grassland (GS2)

Pioneer dry heath & Birch scrub mosaic (HH1, WS1)

Pioneer dry heath & poor fen mosaic (HH1, PF2)

Pioneer dry heath (HH1)

Pioneer dry heath, Molinia grassland & Birch scrub mosaic (HH1, PB4, WS1)

Pioneer dry heath, Molinia grassland & poor fen mosaic (HH1, PB4, PF2)

Pioneer dry heath, poor fen & Birch scrub mosaic (HH1, PF2, WS1)

Pioneer dry heath, poor fen & Birch scrub mosaic (HH1, WS1)

Pioneer Molinia grassland & poor fen mosaic (PB4, PF2)

Pioneer poor fen vegetation (PF2)

Raised bog (PB1)

Riparian areas (streams/drains with fringing habitats) (FW4)

Scrub (WS1)

Secondary Cutover bog - (PB4)

Very disturbed raised bog (PB4)

Wet grassland (GS4)

Map Legend

Project Boundary

Proposed Solar Array Area
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4 ASSESSMENT OF ADVERSE EFFECTS ON THE 
INTEGRITY OF EUROPEAN SITES 

The AA Screening Report, included as Appendix 1 of this document, ‘screens in’ the 
potential for significant effects only on two European Sites: the River Boyne And River 
Blackwater SAC (002299) and River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232) as a 
result of potential significant effects on water quality.    
 
This Natura Impact Statement presents the data and information on the project and 
provides an analysis comprising the scientific examinations of the Proposed Project 
and its implications for the European sites referred to above in view of their 
conservation objections, and providing an analysis of the potential adverse effects on 
the above listed European Sites. Potential adverse effects are assessed in view of best 
scientific knowledge, based on objective information in relation to the Proposed Project 
including the proposed avoidance, reduction and preventive measures. 

4.1 River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299) SAC 
The conservation objectives of the European Sites referenced to above are presented 
in Section 3.2 of the Screening report and state:  
 

‘To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I  
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected.’ 

 
There are no detailed conservation objective supporting documents available for the 
River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC.  

4.1.1 Review of site specific pressures and threats  
As per the Natura 2000 Data Form, available on line via the NPWS website for this SAC 
that contains site-specific information, the site-specific threats, pressures and 
activities with potential to impact on the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC were 
reviewed and considered in relation to the Proposed Project and included:  
 

 J02.11 - Siltation rate changes, dumping, depositing of dredged deposits 
(Medium importance) 

 C01.01 - Sand and gravel extraction (Medium importance) 
 A10.01 - removal of hedges and copses or scrub (Medium importance) 
 E02 - Industrial or commercial areas (High importance) 
 G05.06 - tree surgery, felling for public safety, removal of roadside trees (Low 

importance) 
 A05.02 - stock feeding (Medium importance) 
 A10.01 - removal of hedges and copses or scrub (Medium importance) 
 E05 – storage of materials (Medium importance) 
 J02.15 - Other human induced changes in hydraulic conditions (High 

importance) 
 I01 - invasive non-native species (High importance) 
 D01.02 - roads, motorways (Medium importance) 
 G02.10 - other sport / leisure complexes (Medium importance) 
 A01 - Cultivation (Medium importance) 
 J02 - human induced changes in hydraulic conditions (Medium importance) 
 B01.02 - artificial planting on open ground (non-native trees) (Medium 

importance) 
 E03.02 - disposal of industrial waste (High importance) 
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 A07 - use of biocides, hormones and chemicals (Medium importance) 
 E03.04 - Other discharges (High importance) 
 H01 - Pollution to surface waters (limnic, terrestrial, marine & brackish) (High 

importance) 
 G01 - Outdoor sports and leisure activities, recreational activities (Low 

importance) 
 E01.04 - other patterns of habitation (Medium importance) 
 D01.05 - bridge, viaduct (Low importance) 
 G05 - Other human intrusions and disturbances (Low importance) 
 J02.10 - management of aquatic and bank vegetation for drainage purposes 

(Medium importance) 
 A08 - Fertilisation (Medium importance) 

4.1.2 Identification of Potential Impacts Pathways 
The screening assessment has identified potential for the Proposed Project to affect 
the River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299), as a result of deterioration in 
surface water quality during the construction, operation and decommissioning phases 
of the proposal. The River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC is located 15.3km (surface 
water distance) downstream of the proposal via tributaries of the River Blackwater. 
Given the nature and scale of the proposed construction, operational and 
decommissioning phases of the works, within an area of cutover bog, potential for 
impacts on surface water quality as a result of suspended solids discharge has been 
identified in the absence of mitigation.  
 
Table 4.2 identifies the QIs for which potential pathways for adverse effects on the 
integrity of the EU designated site, as a result of the Proposed Project.  

 
Table 4.2 Assessment of pathways for potential adverse effects on the integrity of the 
individual Qualifying Interests (Qis) of River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC 

Qualifying Interest Assessment of Pathways for Effect 
Alluvial Forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-padion, 
Alnion incanae, Salicion 
albae) * Priority habitat 
(91E0) 

There will be no direct effects on these habitats or species as 
the Proposed Project is located over 15.3km from the 
Designated Site with no pathway for direct effect.  
 
The impact assessment of the Proposed Project has identified 
potential indirect pathways for water pollution associated with 
the development. These include potential surface water runoff 
potentially containing suspended solids. The potential for 
adverse effects on these species therefore require 
consideration further in this document. 

Alkaline fen (7230) 
Lampetra fluviatilis (River 
Lamprey) [1099] 

Salmo salar (Salmon) 
[1106] 
Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

 
The 2013 Article 17 Reports, including pressures and threats (at a National level) 
relating to the QIs listed in Table 4.2, was reviewed in relation to the Proposed Project. 
The NPWS 2013 report ‘The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland’ 
lists the QIs listed in Table 4.2 as follows: 
 

 Alluvial Forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-padion, 
Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)* Priority habitat (91E0) – Bad 

 Alkaline fen - Bad 
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 River Lamprey – Favourable 
 Salmon – Inadequate  
 Otter - Favourable   

 
Based on the assessment provided in Table 4.2 above, the Qualifying Interests (QIs) for 
which pathways for potential effects were identified, in the absence of mitigation, 
require further assessment. Section 4.3 of this report provides a summary of the 
design measures incorporated into the proposal as well as mitigation measures, which 
together ensure the avoidance of impacts on downstream water quality. 

4.2 River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA  
There are no detailed conservation objective supporting documents available for the 
River Boyne and River Blackwater Special Protection Area (SPA).  
 
As per the Natura 2000 Data Form, the site-specific threats, pressures and activities 
with potential to impact on the River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA were reviewed 
and considered in relation to the Proposed Project and included:  
 

 D01.02 Roads, motorways (High importance) 
 E01.03 Dispersed habitation (High importance) 
 E01 Urbanised areas, human habitation (High importance) 
 J02 Human induced changes in hydraulic conditions (Medium importance) 

4.2.1 Identification of Potential Effect Pathways 
The screening assessment has identified potential for the Proposed Project to 
significantly affect the River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA. The River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SPA is located 15.3km (surface water distance) downstream of the 
Proposed Project. Given the nature and scale of the proposed construction, operational 
and decommissioning phases of the works, within an area of cutover bog, potential for 
effects on surface water quality, as a result of suspended solids discharge, has been 
identified in the absence of mitigation.  
 
Table 4.4 identifies potential pathways for adverse effect on the integrity of the River 
Boyne and River Blackwater SPA, as a result of the Proposed Project.  

 
Table 4.4 Assessment of pathways for potential significant effects on the individual Special 
Conservation Interests (SCIs) of River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA 

Special Conservation 
Interest Assessment of Pathways for Effect 

Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) (A229)   Following an extensive suite of ornithological surveys (see
Appendix 6-3 ‘Timahoe North Bird Survey Report’), 
kingfisher was not observed within the Proposed Project 
site. There will be no direct effects on this species within 
or outside of the SPA.  
 
A series of kingfisher distribution and abundance surveys 
were undertaken during the breeding season of 2010 at six 
representative river systems (Cummins et al 2010). The 
2010 survey recorded 19 pairs of Kingfisher (based on 15 
probable and 4 possible territories) in the River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SPA. A survey conducted in 2008 
recorded 20-22 Kingfisher territories within the SPA. 
 
Potential for effects on kingfisher within the SPA has been 
identified as resulting from an indirect impact prey 
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Special Conservation 
Interest 

Assessment of Pathways for Effect 

availability as a result of deterioration in water quality 
associated with the construction, operation and 
decommissioning phases of the proposal.    
 
Declines in kingfisher have been attributed to pollution to 
surface waters (limnic & terrestrial, marine & brackish) 
(Cummins et al., 2010). The impact assessment of the 
Proposed Project has identified potential indirect 
pathways for water pollution, in the absence of mitigation, 
associated with the development. These include potential 
surface water potentially containing suspended solids. 
Potential for effects on this species is therefore 
considered further in this document. 

 
Based on the assessment provided in Table 4.4 above, pathways for potential indirect 
impacts on Kingfisher were identified as a result of deterioration in water quality, in 
the absence of mitigation, and require further assessment. Section 4.3 of this report 
provides a summary of the design measures incorporated into the proposal as well as 
mitigation measures to ensure avoidance of impact on downstream water quality.  

4.3 Preventative Measures Incorporated into the design of the 
Proposed Project 
The potential pathways for effects on the QIs/SCIs of River Boyne and River Blackwater 
SAC and River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA have been identified in Section 4 above 
and are restricted to indirect effects as a result of the potential deterioration of water 
quality. The measures that are employed in the design of the Proposed Project to 
prevent any such effects are discussed in the following subsections.  These measures 
are designed to ensure that the Proposed Project does not prevent or obstruct any of 
the Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests from reaching favourable 
conservation status as per Article 1 of the EU Habitats Directive. A definition of 
Favourable Conservation Status is provided as follows: 
 

‘conservation status of a species means the sum of the influences acting on 
the species concerned that may affect the long-term distribution and 
abundance of its populations within the territory referred to in Article 2;  

  The conservation status will be taken as ‘favourable’ when: 
 

 Population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is 
maintaining itself on a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural 
habitats, and 

 The natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to 
be reduced for the foreseeable future, and 

 There is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to 
maintain its populations on a long-term basis.’ 

4.3.1 Potential for Direct Effects on the European Sites 
The site of the Proposed Project is located outside of any European Site and there will 
be no direct effects on the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC or River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SPA.  This is because no pathways for direct effects, as a result of the 
Proposed Project, were identified as the proposal is situated entirely outside of any EU 
Designated Site. 
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4.3.2 Potential for Indirect Effects on the European Sites 

 Protection of Water Quality and Site drainage design 
Emissions to surface water were identified as a potential indirect effect on the 
Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests (QIs/SCIs) of the River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SAC and River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA. The majority of the 
water on site is drained by a single watercourse that bisects the site and forms a 
tributary of the River Blackwater, before entering the EU Designated Sites in excess of 
15km (surface water distance) downstream of the proposal. A small section of the sites 
ditches and lands, flow towards the discharge point to the northwest of the site (ESB 
International, 2018). However, these will not be used as the Proposed Project drainage 
system has been designed to restrict all discharges from the development footprint to 
a single drainage system that exists the east of the site.   
 
The Proposed Project includes the following detailed design reports in relation to the 
control and management of water: 

 Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), provided in Appendix 
2 of this NIS. 

 A detailed Drainage Plan that is included in full in the ESB International 2018 
document (ESBI Site Drainage Report: Document No.: QS-000218-01-R450-
009 (ESBI, 2018). 

 Chapter 8 (Hydrology and Hydrogeology) of the EIAR which provides a detailed 
assessment of the existing hydrological regime as well as an assessment of 
the potential impacts and associated mitigation measures.  

 A Flood Risk Assessment which has been prepared and assesses the existing 
and proposed drainage design flood risk within and adjacent to the 
development footprint (Hydro Environmental Ltd, 2018). 

 
All of the above documents have been submitted to each of the planning authorities as 
part of the planning application documentation package.  
 
The findings of these reports, including impact avoidance/mitigation measures 
outlined in these reports have been considered in this assessment but are not included 
in full (to avoid repetition). The drainage design philosophy overall is to minimise 
surface water runoff arising on site, to adequately control and manage surface water 
runoff, potentially containing suspended solids, and to ensure the hydrological function 
of the watercourses. As the site is drained by a single watercourse bisecting the site, 
forming a tributary of the River Blackwater that eventually enters the EU Designated 
Sites in excess of 15km downstream, potential for adverse effect on this watercourse 
have been blocked through a series of detailed design and mitigation measures. 
 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 
The drainage plans are followed in the detailed methods that are described in the 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), in particular Section 3. For 
ease of cross-referencing the CEMP has been provided in Appendix 2 of this NIS. The 
detailed drainage plan covers all aspects of the Proposed Project including all stages 
of development from site clearance and tree felling through to decommissioning. A 
detailed surface water monitoring programme is included in the CEMP. The monitoring 
programme that is set out within the CEMP is designed to act as an early warning 
system to safeguard against failure of the mitigation to operate as anticipated. It is 
therefore designed to prevent any impacts occurring as a result of failure of the 
prescribed mitigation. In summary, the following measures will ensue that there will 
be no adverse impact on surface water quality: 
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 No refueling of machinery or overnight parking of machinery is permitted in 
this areas adjacent to on site drainage infrastructure;  

 Works shall not take place at periods of heavy rainfall (as defined in Chapter 
8), and shall be scaled back or suspended if heavy rain is forecast; 

 Plant will travel slowly across bare ground at a maximum of 5 km/hr.  
 Construction material deliveries will utilise the existing entrance and follow 

existing railway lines; 
 Any excess construction material, arising during the construction process, will 

be handled by guidelines outlined in CEMP and sent to waste authority;  
 Spill kits shall be available in each item of plant required; 
 During the construction phase of the project, water quality at outflows from 

the drainage system shall be monitored via onsite sampling monitoring and by 
visually monitored on a regular basis during different weather conditions. 
Issues identified at any outfall will be reportable to the Site Manager 
immediately. Both onsite sampling monitoring and visual monitoring of the 
drainage system will continue for one year post construction to ensure the 
system is operating well and within its capacity and thus ensuring that there is 
no impacts on the local hydrology as a result of the development; 

 
In addition to the above measures, detailed best practice and mitigation measures are 
described for the following aspects of the proposal; 
 

 Site drainage, 
 Tree felling, 
 Cement and concrete control, 
 Refuelling, fuel and hazardous materials storage, 
 Dust control, 
 Noise control, 
 Peat management, 
 Invasive species management,  
 Waste management. 

 
Chapter 8: Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
The bog has large wide man-made drains running in a northwest to southeast 
direction. There are 11 main drains in total, and these are spaced at ~250m centres. 
These drains are c3-5m wide and of various depths. There are a number of other, 
similarly orientated, drains that are discontinued with standing water only.  The bog is 
bounded to the northwest and north by a tributary of the Fear English River which flows 
northwards away from the site and joins the Kells Blackwater (Boyne River System). 
To the south the bog is bounded by open drains that form the Mulgeeth tributary which 
flows southeast away from the site past Doran Nurseries before heading northeast and 
north to eventually join the Kells Blackwater. 
 
The measures outlined in Section 8.4 of the Hydrology and Hydrogeology (Chapter 8 of 
the EIAR) will be used in conjunction with the existing drainage network to ensure 
protection of streams and rivers downstream of the Proposed Project site. Drainage 
on site will be managed using SuDS techniques. The ‘management train approach’ is 
central to the surface water drainage strategy of the Proposed Project. The main 
objective is treatment and control of runoff as near to the source as possible protecting 
downstream habitats. This concept uses a hierarchy of drainage techniques to 
incrementally reduce pollution, flow rates and volumes of storm water discharge from 
the site, and is as follows: 
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 Prevention – the use of good site design, construction practices and 
housekeeping measures to prevent runoff and pollution; 

 Source Controls – control of runoff at source or as close to source as possible 
(e.g. permeable or semi-permeable surfacing); and 

 Site Control – management of water in a local area (within the Proposed 
Project site) which will include a combination of settlement ponds, silt fences 
and filter strips. 

 
A comprehensive and detailed surface water management design proposal is included 
with the Hydrology and Hydrogeology assessment, and the implementation of these 
proposals, as outlined in detail in Chapter 8 of the EIAR, will ensure protection of 
downstream surface water streams and rivers (quantity of flow and quality of water). 
The proposed surface water management will be implemented, and it will also ensure 
prevention of any significant impact on the downstream designated sites. 
 
Storage and handling of hydrocarbons/chemicals will be carried out using best practice 
methods. Measures to prevent surface water impacts from these potential sources are 
outlined and assessed in detail and will be implemented. 
 
There will be no cumulative impacts on the water environment as a result of the 
proposed Solar Farm and Substation and Grid Connection and other local 
developments. 
 
Site Drainage Plan 
A proposed drainage scheme for the site was developed by ESB International (ESBI 
2018) and will incorporate a wide variety of measures for the protection of water 
quality. The following elements describe the key measures incorporated into the 
proposal to minimise the risk of silt laden runoff from the operational areas of the 
Proposed Project from entering the local streams: 
 

 The surface water drainage system was devised to accommodate drainage 
from the Proposed Project in conjunction with existing surface water drainage. 
Surface water onsite has been separated into “clean” and “sediment laden” or 
“dirty” networks, minimising the volume of contaminated water to treat. The 
“clean” system will capture and manage runoff from areas of the site 
unaffected by the works. The construction or “sediment laden” system will 
accommodate runoff from the working areas of the site. The drainage design 
incorporates numerous control measures (i.e. interceptor drains, collector 
drains, swales, silt traps, and settlement ponds) that will ensure that the 
quality of surface water runoff from the Proposed Project will be the same as 
the baseline.  

 A buffer zone around field ditches and watercourses where no peat can be 
stored will be implemented. A 25 m buffer around field ditches and a 50 m 
buffer around the Mulgeeth watercourse is recommended as per industry best 
practice. 

 A key mitigation measure installed for flow and sediment control is the use of 
vegetation filter strips. A vegetation filter strip will consist of:  

 a constructed flat area of vegetation at a point discharge that traps 
sediment, enhances filtration and can slow down runoff that could 
enter the local surface waters,  

 or an area that is left undisturbed alongside existing drains.  
 

 Section 5 of the Site Drainage Report, Document No.: QS-000218-01-R450-009 
(ESBI, 2018), describes the drainage design and the numerous incorporated 
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Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) measures to ensure the quality of 
surface water runoff entering receiving watercourses is similar to pre-
development runoff. This measure allows the vegetation to act as a drainage 
area for the stormwater and operational surface runoff throughout some areas 
of the site.  

 Four types of settlement ponds have been designed for the solar farm. 
Settlement ponds reduce the turbulence of drainage discharges and facilitate 
the settlement of solid particles entrained in the water. The ESBI report 
prepared for the proposal specifies the number and sizes of each of the 
settlement ponds required.  

 Creation of a free-flowing drainage system within the site, connecting all field 
ditches to a large connecter drain and discharging to the Mulgeeth 
watercourse. 

 A flow restrictor on the downstream end of the Mulgeeth watercourse plus the 
storage area within the wetland area around the Mulgeeth will ensure the 
drainage strategy will not have a negative impact on downstream flooding. 

 
Flood Risk Assessment 
A Flood Risk Assessment prepared for the Proposed Project was undertaken by Hydro-
Environmental Ltd and is provided as Appendix 8-2 of the EIAR. This report states that 
the solar farm and associated infrastructure is on lands subject to potential flooding of 
pluvial origin (Flood Zone A to C) but that the proposed drainage scheme for the site 
suitably mitigates both potential and residual flood risk within the development 
footprint, without impacting the flood risk to adjacent and downstream third-party 
lands (Hydro Environmental Ltd, 2018). 
 
Due to the construction methodology outlined in the Construction & Environmental 
Management Plan, Hydrology and Hydrogeology chapter of the EIAR (Chapter 8) and 
the measures outlined in the drainage report (ESBI, 2018) as set out above, no 
significant impacts on surface water pollution are anticipated. 
 
Taking into consideration the above, significant indirect impacts on the European Sites, 
located in excess of 15km (surface water distance) downstream of the Proposed 
Project, will not occur. 

4.4 Assessment of Potential Effects Post-Implementation of 
Mitigation  
Potential deterioration in downstream surface water quality, as a result of suspended 
solids potentially discharging from the Proposed Project, was identified as a potential 
indirect effect on the Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interest features of the 
European Sites (located in excess of 15km downstream); namely River Boyne And River 
Blackwater SAC (002299) and River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232).  
  
The pathways that would allow potentially adverse impacts to occur were considered 
in the design of the scheme and a range of measures as described in Section 4.3.2.1 of 
this NIS and as outlined the Construction Environmental Management Plan (provided 
in Appendix 2 of this NIS), are in place to avoid potential significant adverse effects on 
surface water quality and disturbance related effects during construction, operation 
and decommissioning. 
 
Post implementation of best practice and preventive measures, as set out above in 
Section 3 of the CEMP, the potential for any adverse effect on surface water quality on 
the downstream River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC and River Boyne and River 
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Blackwater SPA is considered negligible. The design of the project has been developed 
with an overall objective to prevent effects of drainage on receiving water courses and 
use existing drainage occurring within the site to avoid and mitigate for potential effect 
on ecological receptors.  
 
The Drainage Plan, Flood Risk Assessment and Hydrology and Hydrogeology chapter 
(Chapter 8 of the EIAR) that have been prepared for the Proposed Project are site 
specific and have been derived from scientific analysis of the development site. The 
proposed pollution prevention measures as set out above, in view of best practice 
guidance and scientific knowledge, are appropriate to effectively avoid, reduce and 
remedy any pollution related effects during construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the Proposed Project. With the implementation of the above 
referenced best practice measures incorporated into the design during construction, 
operation and decommissioning phases, the Proposed Project will not prevent the 
QIs/SCIs of the European Sites from achieving favourable conservation status in the 
future as defined in Article 1 of the EU Habitats Directive.  
 
Based on the above, it can be concluded, in view of best scientific knowledge and based 
on objective information, that the Proposed Project will not adversely affect Alluvial 
Forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-padion, Alnion incanae, 
Salicion albae) *Priority habitat, Alkaline fen, river lamprey, salmon or otter associated 
with the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC or on the prey availability of Kingfisher 
within the River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA.  
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5 CUMULATIVE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

A search and review in relation to plans and projects that may have the potential to 
result in cumulative and/or in-combination impacts on European Sites was conducted. 
The assessment focuses on the potential for cumulative in-combination effects on the 
QIs/SCIs for which potential pathway for impact were identified at Screening Stage. 
This included a review of online Planning Registers and served to identify past and 
future plans and projects, their activities and their predicted environmental effects. 
These are referenced in detail below. 

5.1.1 Plans 
Draft Rehabilitation Plan  
A Draft Rehabilitation Plan has been developed by Bord na Mona. The main aim of a 
rehabilitation plan is the environmental stabilization of the cutaway. The is stabilisation 
of land from peat extraction activity is the primary focusses of the Plan.  
 
County Development Plan 
The following development plan has been reviewed and taken into consideration as 
part of this assessment:  
 

 Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023  
 
The review focused on policies and objectives that relate to Natura 2000 sites. Policies 
and objectives relating to the conservation of peatlands, sustainable land use were also 
reviewed, particularly where the policies relate to the preservation of surface water 
quality. The results of this search with regard to plans is provided in Table 5..1 
 



Timahoe North Project – Natura Impact Statement 
160727 - NIS – 2018.12.07 – F 

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Planning & Environmental Consultants       21 

Table 5.1 Assessment of Plans 
Plans Key Policies/Issues/Objectives Directly Related to European Sites in The Zone of 

Influence 
Assessment of Potential 
Effects on European Sites 

 Land Use and Spatial Plans  
Kildare County 
Development Plan 
2017-2023 

Natura 2000 Sites: Policies and Objectives   
NH 4: To support the conservation and enhancement of Natura 2000 Sites including any additional sites 
that may be proposed for designation during the period of this Plan and to protect the Natura 2000 network 
from any plans and projects that are likely to have a significant effect on the coherence or integrity of a 
Natura 2000 Site. 
 
NH 5: To prevent development that would adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 site located 
within and immediately adjacent to the County and promote favourable conservation status of habitats and 
protected species including those listed under the Birds Directive,  
the Wildlife Acts and the Habitats Directive. 
 
NH 6: To ensure an Appropriate Assessment, in accordance with Article 6(3) and Article 6(4) of the Habitats 
Directive and with DEHLG guidance (2009), is carried out in respect of any plan or project not directly 
connected with or necessary to the management of a Natura 2000 site to determine the likelihood of the 
plan or project having a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site, either individually or in combination with 
other plans or projects and to ensure that projects which may give rise to significant cumulative, direct, 
indirect or secondary impacts on Natura 2000 sites will not be permitted (either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects) unless for reasons  
of overriding public interest.  
 
Natural Heritage Policies 
NH 8: To ensure that any proposal for development within or adjacent to a Natural Heritage Area (NHA), 
Ramsar Sites and Nature Reserves is designed and sited to minimise its impact on the biodiversity, 
ecological, geological and landscape value of the site particularly plant and animal species listed under the 
Wildlife Acts and the Habitats and Birds Directive including their habitats. 

The Development plan was 
comprehensively reviewed, 
with particular reference to 
Policies and Objectives that 
relate to the Natura 2000 
network and other natural 
heritage interests. No 
potential for cumulative 
effects, considered in 
conjunction with the 
Proposed Project, were 
identified. 
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5.1.2 Other Plans &Projects 
Assessment material for this in-combination appropriate assessment of impacts was 
compiled on the relevant developments within the vicinity of the Proposed Project and 
was verified on the 07/12/2018. The material was gathered through a search of relevant 
online Planning Registers, reviews of relevant EIS documents, planning application 
details and planning drawings, and served to identify permitted developments and 
those for which permission is being sought, their activities and their environmental 
impacts. The projects considered in relation to the potential for in combination effects 
and for which all relevant data was reviewed (e.g. individual EISs/EIARs, layouts, 
drawings etc.) are listed below.  

5.1.3 Projects considered in the Cumulative Impact Assessment 
A review of the Planning Registers for Kildare County Council shows that there have 
been a number of planning applications lodged within the vicinity of the project. 
Relevant planning applications lodged within and in the townland and neighbouring 
townlands, of the study area are described in the following subsections.  
 
Turf Cutting  
Although Bord na Móna have ceased industrial peat extraction on site, there is 
currently some commercial ‘turf on the spread’ peat extraction activity taking place on 
the peripheries of the Project site.  Ongoing peat operations will be in line with Bord na 
Móna company policies and strategies relating to the reduction and eventual cessation 
of industrial peat production, and environmental regulations relating to the licensing 
of industrial peat production (the turf cutting forms part of the current IPC licence).  

Applications in the townland and neighbouring townlands of the Proposed 
 Project Site 

There has been one no. planning application made within the EIAR Study Area 
boundary;  
 

 Pl. Ref. No. 04/33 - N Reilly & F Van Aesch applied to Kildare County Council 
for permission to erect a two storey dwelling, garage and Envirocare waste 
water treatment unit at Timahoe East, Donadea. The Planning Authority 
granted permission on the 19th May 2004, however an Taisce appealed the 
decision to An Bord Pleanala who overturned the local authority decision and 
refused planning permission on the 11th October 2004.  

 
There are a number of planning applications located within the townlands and 
neighbouring townlands in which the Study Area is located. The majority of planning 
applications which have been made are in relation to dwelling houses or agricultural 
developments. These include the following;  
 
 Pl. Ref. No. 10/1091 - Application to Kildare County Council to construct a 

single storey three-bedroom dwelling, an effluent treatment system, 
percolation area and associated site works. The Planning Authority granted 
permission on the 25th of March 2011.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 10/943 - Application to Kildare County Council to construct to 

retain and complete existing partially constructed extension to the front of the 
existing food production factory, this extension when completed will form part 
of the overall food production plant. Retention Permission is also sought to 
retain a rear service plant room and to enclose open storage area to the rear 
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of the building. Full planning permission is also sought to revise the site 
boundaries. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 26nd of April 
2011.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 11/382 - Application to Kildare County Council for the development 

will consist of the construction of a timber frame bungalow, domestic garage, 
site entrance, wastewater treatment system, together with all associated 
ancillary site works. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 9th of 
June 2011.  

 
 
 Pl. Ref. No. 13/193 - Application to Kildare County Council for the erection of a 

bungalow, garage / fuel store for domestic use and the installation of propriety 
wastewater treatment plan with percolation area and all associated site works. 
The Planning Authority granted permission on the 1st of November 2012.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 13/193 - Application to Kildare County Council for Construction of 

replacement dwelling and new effluent treatment system and percolation area 
at Mucklon, Enfield. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 16th 
August 2013.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 13/749 - Application to Kildare County Council for storage shed / 

fuel store for domestic use. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 
14th November 2013.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 14140 - Application to Kildare County Council for (a) Loading area 

for horticultural use; (b) Planning permission for erection of single storey 
extension to existing premises with dry storage area and covered roof area for 
the storage of equipment all for horticultural use at Mucklon, Enfield, Co. 
Kildare. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 23/05/2014. 

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 14/675 - Application to Kildare County Council for extension of 

existing food facility consisting of 5280sqm of ground floor extension to 
accommodate production area, storage areas and plant rooms, 4820sqm of 
first floor above proposed ground floor to accommodate administration offices, 
staff changing rooms, staff canteen, plant rooms and packaging storage, 
demolition of 3 number existing plant rooms totalling 163sqm to rear of site, 
180sqm loading bay extension to existing north east elevation, 215sqm 
production extension to existing south west elevation, 72sqm effluent 
treatment building, 32sqm security hut, 116sqm machinery store located in 
rear service yard, associated site works including car parking, bicycle parking, 
landscaping and drainage works within the existing site and retention 
permission for temporary office building of 350sqm for a period of two years at 
Timahoe East, Donadea. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 16th 
January 2015. 

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 16/101 - Application to Kildare County Council for permission for 

the construction of a waste water treatment system consisting of 7 metre high 
biological tank, 4.12 metre high Sludge Tank, 2 metre high Clarifier, 2 metre 
high DAF Unit, below ground Sump, 2 metre high weather enclosure for 
electrical equipment and an integrated constructed wetlands (ICW) consisting 
of 4 number ponds occupying an area of 5.5 hectares, perimeter embankments 
of 1.5 metres in height, discharge point to adjacent watercourse and associated 
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site works at Timahoe East, Donadea. The Planning Authority granted 
permission on the 6th May 2016. 

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 16/532 - Application to Kildare County Council for (A) The erection 

of a storey and a half type house, (B) Garage/fuel store for domestic use, (C) 
The installation of proprietary wastewater treatment plant with percolation 
area to serve the proposed house and (D) The removal of the existing septic 
tank serving the adjoining house and the installation of a proprietary 
wastewater treatment plant with percolation area to serve the existing 
adjoining house and (E) Upgrading of the existing vehicular entrance to form a 
combined double entrance and all associated site works at Mulgeeth, Enfield, 
Co. Kildare. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 8th September 
2016.  

 
 Ref. No. 17/9 - Application  to Kildare County Council for ((a) Erection of dormer 

type house; (b) Garage/fuel store for domestic use; (c) The installation of septic 
tank with percolation area and (d) Upgrading of existing entrance to a combined 
double vehicular recessed entrance and all associated site works at Kilmurray, 
Enfield, Co. Kildare. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 
10/04/2017.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 171148 - Application to Kildare County Council for alterations to 

previously approved grant of planning permission Ref. 14/675 consisting of: 
Increase in size of Low Risk Waste Room by 27sqm; High Risk Waste Room by 
30.5sqm; High Risk Link by 4sqm. Reduction in size of Security Hut by 32sqm; 
Entrance Lobby by 7.5sqm; External ESB Sub-Station by 79.5sqm; First Floor 
to Plant Room by 160sqm; First Floor extension to the original Plant Room by 
89sqm; Well Water Plant Room by 52sqm. Addition of Smoke Generator Plant 
Room of 14,7sqm; Three External Storage containers of 26.9sqm; Smoking 
Shelter of 8sqm; Thirteen windows at first floor level, Emergency Exit Door 
from Curing Hall, External staircase with High Level Door on south east side of 
building and Permission for the relocation of previously approved Staff Car 
Park and all associated site works at Timahoe East, Donadea, Naas, Co. 
Kildare. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 23rd of May 2018. 

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 18933 - Application to Kildare County Council to construct the 

following: Proposed two storey stable block, consisting of 6 No. horse stables 
and 7 No. pony stables, a wheelchair accessible toilet and two No. stairwells at 
ground floor level, tack room, kitchen/dining/lounge, male and female 
changing rooms and toilets and an office at first floor level (total floor area 
494.6sqm), proposed horse walker (305.8sqm) and horse lunge(305.8sqm) with 
proposed dung heap/effluent tank (18.5sqm). Existing concrete slab to be 
demolished and removed off site to authorised waste facility and to install 
proposed exercise arena (1732sqm) to include 6 No. floodlights and equine 
fencing along the existing driveway and proposed exercise arena. Permission 
is sought to install a septic tank and percolation area, 16 No. vehicle parking 
spaces, gravel pathway to forest, proposed signage (2sqm) at existing gate, all 
associated site works at the above address. Permission is also sought to retain 
existing storage shed (24sqm) and existing driveway at Blackwood Equestrian 
Centre, Derrymahon, Timahoe East. Decision status: Further information (as 
of 10/12/2018. 
 

 Drehid Wind Farm: Cognisance has also been had of a potential wind farm 
development, Drehid Wind Farm, which at the time of preparation of this EIAR 
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has undergone a public consultation process and is proposed to the west of 
the Proposed Project site. At time of writing this project has not been 
consented.  

 
Other Solar Developments in County Kildare  
 
 Pl. Ref. No. 15/1172- Application by Robert Wilson Wright to Kildare County 

Council for a solar PV panel array consisting of up to 66,000m2 of solar panels 
on ground mounted steel frames, 2 no. electricity control cabins, 10 no. 
inverter units, underground cable ducts, hardstanding area, boundary security 
fence site entrance, CCTV and all associated site works located in the townland 
of Coolcarrigan, Timahoe West, Co. Kildare. The Planning Authority granted 
permission on the 15th of June 2016.  
 

 Pl. Ref. No. 16/1265- Power Capital Renewable Energy Limited applied to 
Kildare County Council for a 10 year permission for the construction of an up 
to 25 MW solar PV farm comprising approximately 86,200 no. photovoltaic 
panels on ground mounted frames within a site area of 35.6 hectares and 
associated ancillary development including 20 no. transformer stations, 20 no. 
auxiliary transformer stations, 20 no. inverters, 1 no. client side Substation, 1 
no. single storey storage building, 1 no. single storey communications building, 
1 no. single storey DNO building, 6 no. CCTV security cameras mounted on 4 
metre high poles and perimeter security fencing (2 metres high) and localized 
improvements to an existing agricultural access from the adjoining L1004 road 
to the south, on lands in the townland of Dysart, Johnstownbridge, Co. Kildare. 
The Planning Authority granted permission on the 21st of April 2017.  

 
  Pl. Ref. No. 16/1265- Power Capital Renewable Energy Limited applied to 

Kildare County Council for a 10 year permission for development on lands 
which will consist of an extension to the solar PV farm granted permission 
under Register Reference 16/1265 comprising the construction of 
approximately 25,300 No. photovoltaic panels on ground mounted frames 
within a site area of 11.50 hectares and associated ancillary development 
including 4 No. transformer stations, 4 No. auxiliary transformer stations, 4 
No. inverters, 1 No. CCTV security camera mounted on 4 metre high pole, 
perimeter security fencing (2 metres high) and internal access tracks. The 
Planning Authority granted permission on the 6th of February 2018.  

 
Other Developments in Co. Kildare 
 
 Pl. Ref. No. 04/371- Bord na Mona applied to Kildare County Council for the 

development of a landfill site and composting facility with lifespan of 20 years. 
This permission was upheald by An Bord Pleanála under reference no. Pl. 
09.212059. The maximum permitted quantities under the foregoing permission 
comprise 120,000 tonnes of bio-waste per annum at the composting facility. 
This application was accompanied by an EIS and the application was subject to 
an oral hearing by An Bord Pleanála. The Planning Authority granted 
permission on the 13th of April 2005 with An Bord Pleanála granting permission 
on the 21st of November 2005.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 10/1172- Bord na Mona applied to Kildare County Council for 

extension of duration for construction of Drehid Waste Management Facility 
consisting of a engineered landfill site for an operational lifespan of 20 years. 
The Planning Authority granted permission on the 25th of February 2011. The 
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Screening for Appropriate Assessment for this proposal (Tobin, 2017) 
concluded that there would be no potential for significant effect on any EU 
Designated sites as a result of the proposal.  

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 11/537 - Bord na Mona applied to Kildare County Council for a 

development of a landfill gas utilisation plant which will be phased and will 
generate up to 4.99MW of electricity for input into the national grid. The 
Proposed Project will consist of: i) Four separate purpose built and 
environmentally controlled containers (each circa 2.5 x 12.2m x 2.6m high) 
enclosing a landfill gas engine generating approximately 1.4MW of power each, 
with one combined 12.0m high stack; ii) Four separate purpose built and 
environmentally controlled containers (each 3.0m x 3.0m x 3.0m high) 
enclosing a transformer; iii) ESB Substation (ca. 6.0m x 9.7m x 4.5m high); iv) 
2 no. bunded oil tanks (each 5m³ capacity); and v) Ancillary concrete foundation 
slabs; earthworks and site grading; palisade fencing (2.4m high ca. 220m long); 
double gates; ducting and services; above ground piping and all associated 
works. The Proposed Project relates to an activity covered by Waste Licence 
No. W0201-03 issued by the Environmental Protection Agency. The Proposed 
Project will not require a review of the Waste Licence. The Planning Authority 
granted permission on the 14th of June 2011. 

 
 Pl. Ref. No. 11/902 - Bord na Mona applied to Kildare County Council for an 

extension (with a gross floor space of approximately 383 square meters) to the 
previously permitted composting facility (which is currently under 
construction). The proposed extension comprises the construction of a steel 
portal frame structure, the construction of reinforced concrete walls and the 
erection of cladding to match the existing composting facility. The ridge height 
of the proposed extension is approximately 10.26m above its finished floor 
level. Ancillary works required to integrate the proposed extension into the 
existing compositing facility will include the construction of an external hard 
standing area, the construction of surface water drainage and wastewater 
drainage within an overall application area of 0.183 hectares No increase to the 
previously permitted waste acceptance of 25,000 tonnes per annum at the 
composting facility is proposed, rather, an extension, an extension to provide 
additional floor space. The Proposed Project relates to an activity covered by 
existing Waste Licence No. W0201-03 issued by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. The Proposed Project will not require a review of the existing Waste 
Licence. The Planning Authority granted permission on the 2nd of November 
2011. 
 

 An Bord Pleanála Ref. 300506-17- Bord na Mona applied to An Bord Pleanála 
for further developments to the existing Drehid Waste Management Facility in 
its landholding located within the townlands of Timahoe West, Coolcarrigan, 
Killinagh Upper, Killinagh Lower, Drummond, Kilkeaskin, Loughnacush, and 
Parsonstown, Carbury, County Kildare. The proposed development will include 
the following: 

- Changes to the volume and nature of wastes to be accepted at the 
landfill disposal facility; 

- Development of additional non-hazardous and hazardous landfill 
capacity to provide for the sustainable landfill of these waste streams 
for a period of twenty-five years; 

- Pre-treatment or processing of certain waste streams prior to 
landfill; 
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- Increasing the volume of waste to be accepted at the composting 
facility, and the removal of the restriction on the operating life of the 
composting facility contained in Condition 2(2) of ABP Ref No. 
PL.09.212059; 

- On-site treatment of leachate; and, 
- Development of associated buildings, plant, infrastructure and 

landscaping. 
This application is ongoing, and no decision has been made as of 10/12/2018.  
 

In addition to the above, Irish Water is continuing to progress the preparation of a 
planning application for the Water Supply Project Eastern and Midlands Region that is 
scheduled to be submitted to An Bord Pleanála in 2019. The identified route for the 
abstraction of water from the Parteen Basin in the Lower Shannon to Peamont 
reservoir passes to the south of the Timahoe North project site and does not traverse 
the proposed works area. Although the Irish Water proposal is at an early stage and is 
not consented, cognisance has been taken of the preferred route. 

5.1.4 Assessment of Cumulative Effects  
No potentially significant residual pollution, disturbance, displacement or habitat loss 
effects were reported for any receptors within any of the other assessments reviewed.  
 
No potentially significant cumulative and/or in-combination pollution disturbance, 
displacement or habitat loss effects on any of the QIs/SCIs has been identified with 
regard to the Proposed Project. Following a review of the available EIAR documents for 
the Drehid Waste Management Facility and catchment data, there is no potential for 
cumulative or in-combination impacts as the Drehid Waste Management Facility is 
located within the Barrow catchment and the Timahoe North Solar Farm is located 
within the Boyne catchment. No other potential cumulative impacts have been 
identified.   
 
Taking into consideration the reported residual effects from other plans and projects 
in the area and the predicted effects with the current proposal, it can be concluded that 
no residual cumulative and/or in-combination impacts have been identified with regard 
to any QI/SCI of any European Site. 
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6 CONCLUDING STATEMENT 

6.1 Characteristics of the Site and Project 
Name and Location of European Sites 
 

 River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC 
 River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA 

 
Brief Description of Project  
The project will constitute the provision of the following: 
 
The Proposed Project comprises a largescale solar PV farm with a capacity of 
approximately 70 Megawatts (MW) which will require two separate planning 
applications to be made simultaneously to Kildare County Council and to An Bord 
Pleanála (“the Board”) for its development.  
 
The Proposed Project will include the construction of a 110 kV Substation within the 
site with a  battery storage compound adjacent this. It is envisaged to connect from this 
Substation to the Derryiron-Maynooth 110 kV overhead line that traverses the southern 
section of the Timahoe North site (which together are called “the Substation and Grid 
Connection” in this NIS and associated AA screening document). The application to the 
Board is for the Substation and Grid Connection. 
 
It will consist of a solar photovoltaic array and associated infrastructure, inverters, 
access roads and parking, site compounds and security fencing, amenity trails and 
landscaping, peat and spoil storage areas (repositories), battery storage compound, 
site drainage and all associated works (which together are called the “Solar Farm” in 
this NIS and associated AA Screening Document). The planning application to Kildare 
County Council is for the Solar Farm.  
 
The roads layout for the Proposed Project makes use of the existing onsite access 
roads and tracks where possible, with approximately 12.05 kilometres of existing 
roadway/ tracks requiring upgrading.  
 
The recreational amenity proposals will require the placement of approximately 5.24 
km of a 2.5m wide gravel walking track predominantly along a former machine track 
and the construction access track will be re-purposed to form part of the amenity 
walkway. A dedicated gated entrance and car parking area will also be provided for 
recreational use during the operational stage. 

 
The Proposed Project will have an operational life of 35 years from the date of 
commissioning. 
 
The Proposed Project, is not directly connected with or necessary to the management 
of any European Site. 
 
A search in relation to plans and projects that may have the potential to result in 
cumulative and/or in-combination effects on European sites was carried out as part of 
the Appropriate Assessment Process. As detailed above in Section 4.3, the Proposed 
Project will have no individual, cumulative and / or in-combination impact on any 
European Site in view of their conservation objectives in any regard.        
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6.2 Assessment of Significance of Effects 
Describe how the project is likely to affect the Natura 2000 sites 
The Proposed Project as planned will not adversely affect the integrity of any European 
Site. During the screening assessment, pathways for potential significant effects on 
the Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests of River Boyne and River 
Blackwater SAC and River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA were identified. This report 
has provided an assessment of all potential pathways for direct effects or indirect 
effects on these two European Sites. Any identified potential pathways for effects were 
robustly blocked to avoid the potential for any adverse impacts via any of the pathways 
identified. This has been demonstrated in the body of this NIS and as contained in the 
detailed reporting for the Proposed Project including: 
 

 Chapter 8 of the EIAR - Water, 
 The Flood Risk Assessment (Hydro & Environmental Engineering Consultants, 

2018),   
 Site drainage report; document number QS-000218-01-R450-009 (ESBI, 2018), 

and  
 Construction phase mitigation measures described in the site-specific CEMP 

(Appendix 2).  
 
Effects are not considered significant because: 
 

 There will be no direct effects or reduction in habitat area within any European 
Site. 

 There will be no reduction in key habitats supporting populations of Annex I &II 
species and no reduction in the populations of any Annex II species. 

 Any potential pathways for effect have been blocked through good design, best 
practice and a thorough investigation of the suitability of the lands for 
development of this type. 

 The works themselves will involve little disturbance or disruption to the 
ecological processes in the area during either construction, operation or 
decommissioning. In addition, a detailed CEMP, flood risk assessment and site 
drainage plan has been prepared to ensure that there will be no significant 
effects on water quality at the site and thus no impact on EU Designated sites.  

6.3 Data Collected to Carry Out Assessment 
In preparation of the report, the following sources were used to gather 
information: 
 

 Review of EIAR, CEMP and all associated documentation. 
 Review of online web-mappers: National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), 

Teagasc, EPA, Water Framework Directive (WFD), Geological Survey of Ireland 
(GSI), Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). 

 Review of the publicly available National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) web-
mapper 

 Records from the NPWS web-mapper and review of specially requested 
records from the NPWS Rare and Protected Species Database for the hectad 
in which the project is located. 

 Review of other plans and projects within the area. 
 Review of impact assessments associated with nearby development e.g. 

Drehid Waste Management Facility, the granted Power Capital Renewable 
Energy solar development at Dysart and the granted Coolcarrigan site located 
in Timahoe West (via the Kildare County Council Online Planning System).  
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 Review of the information contained within Section 6.3 (Baseline Conditions 
and Receptor Evaluation) of the Biodiversity: Flora and Fauna Chapter of the 
EIAR.  

6.4 Integrity of the European Sites 
Based on the objective information gathered and the predictions made about the 
changes that are likely to result from the construction,operation and decommissioning 
stages of the project, the integrity of site checklist, as per Box 10 of EC, 2002, is 
completed with regard to River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC and River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SPA in Table 6.1.  
 
Table 6.1 Integrity of site checklist and assessment for European Sites 

Does the project have 
the potential to: 

Assessment Residual effect: 
Yes/No 

Conservation objectives 
Cause delays in 
progress towards 
achieving the 
conservation objectives 
of the site?  

The Proposed Project will not cause delays or 
interrupt progress towards achieving the 
conservation objectives of the European Sites. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 
Project design to avoid potential impacts. 
 
No potential significant impacts on any QI/SCI 
of any European site has been identified. 

No 

Interrupt progress 
towards achieving the 
conservation objectives 
of the site?  

No 

Disrupt those factors 
that help to maintain 
the favourable 
conditions of the site?  

The Proposed Project will not disrupt those 
factors that help to maintain the favourable 
conditions of the site European Sites. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 
Project design to avoid potential impacts. 
 
No potential significant impacts on any QI/SCI 
of any European site has been identified. 

No 

Interfere with the 
balance, distribution 
and density of key 
species that are the 
indicators of the 
favourable condition of 
the site?  

The Proposed Project will not interfere with the 
balance, distribution and density of key species 
that are the indicators of the favourable 
condition European Sites. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 
Project design to avoid and minimise potential 
impacts. 
 
No potential significant effects on any QI/SCI of 
any European site has been identified. 

No 

Other Indicators 
Cause changes to the 
vital defining aspects 
(e.g. nutrient balance) 
that determine how the 
site functions as a 
habitat or ecosystem?  

The Proposed Project will not cause changes to 
the structure and function of the habitats or 
ecosystems of the European Sites. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 

No 

Change the dynamics of 
the relationships 

No 
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Does the project have 
the potential to: 

Assessment Residual effect: 
Yes/No 

(between, for example, 
soil and water or plants 
and animals) that define 
the structure and/or 
function of the site?  

Project design to avoid and minimise potential 
impacts. 
 
No potential significant impacts on any QI/SCI 
of any European site has been identified. 

Interfere with predicted 
or expected natural 
changes to the site 
(such as water 
dynamics or chemical 
composition)?  

Potential indirect unmitigated effects may 
occur through pollution of surface 
watercourses during the construction phase. 
This could impact on protected habitats and 
species adjacent to and downstream of the 
Proposed Project. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 
Project design to avoid potential impacts. 
 
No potential significant impacts on any QI/SCI 
of any European site has been identified. 

No 

Reduce the area of key 
habitats?  
 

There will be no reduction in area of key habitat.  No 

Reduce the population 
of key species?  
 

The Proposed Project will not reduce 
population of key species or change the balance 
between key species. The development is not 
anticipated to result in a reduction in diversity 
within any European site. 
 
A suite of best practice mitigation measures 
has been incorporated into the Proposed 
Project design to avoid and minimise potential 
effects. 
 
No potential significant impacts on any QI/SCI 
of any European site has been identified. 

No 

Change the balance 
between key species?  
 

No 

Reduce diversity of the 
site?  

No 

Result in disturbance 
that could affect 
population size or 
density or the balance 
between key species?  

No 

Result in 
fragmentation?  

The Proposed Projecthas been designed to 
maintain and retain habitat connectivity within 
and to areas outside the development site 
boundary. 

No 

Result in loss or 
reduction of key 
features (e.g. tree 
cover, tidal exposure, 
annual flooding, etc.)?  

No key features will be lost as a result of the 
Proposed Project. 

No 

6.5 Conclusion 
It can be excluded, on the basis of best scientific knowledge in view of the conservation 
objectives of the European Sites identified above, that the components of the Proposed 
Project (Solar Farm, Substation and Grid Connection and associated infrastructure as 
described in Section 2.2.1), individually or in combination with other plans or projects, 
will not adversely affect the integrity of any European Site.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. (MKO) has been appointed by Bord na Móna Powergen 
Ltd. and ESBI Wind Development Ltd. to provide the information necessary to allow the 
Competent Authority to conduct an Article 6(3) Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
for a Proposed Project including both a Solar Farm and Grid Connection at Timahoe 
North, Co. Kildare.  The current project is not directly connected with, or necessary for, 
the management of any European Site, consequently the project has been subject to 
the Appropriate Assessment Screening process. 
 
The assessment in this report is based on a desk study undertaken in December 2018 
and field surveys undertaken in May 2017. It specifically assesses the potential for the 
proposed Solar Farm and associated works to impact on European sites.  
 
This Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared in compliance with the 
provisions of Section 177 U of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended. This 
Report has also been prepared in accordance with the European Commission guidance 
document ‘Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: 
Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats 
Directive 92/43/EEC’ (EC, 2001) and the Department of the Environment’s Guidance on 
the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland (December 2009, 
amended February 2010).  
 
In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant guidance was 
considered in preparation of this report: 
 

1. DoEHLG (2010) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities. Department of the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government, 

2. European Communities (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of 
Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications 
of the European Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

3. Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European 
Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

4. EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 
92/43/EEC – Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest, compensatory measures, overall 
coherence, opinion of the commission. European Commission, 

5. EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28. 
European Commission, 

6. EPA (2002) Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental 
Impact Statements. Environmental Protection Agency, 

7. EPA (2003), Advice Notes on current practice in the preparation of 
Environmental Impact Statements. Environmental Protection Agency, and 

8. CIEEM (2016) Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management Guidelines 
for Ecological Impact Assessment. 
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1.2 Appropriate Assessment 

1.2.1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
Screening is the process of determining whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
required for a plan or project. Under Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended, screening must be carried out by the Competent Authority.  As per 
Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended ‘A screening for 
appropriate assessment shall be carried out by the competent authority to assess, in 
view of best scientific knowledge, if that Land use plan or proposed development, 
individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant 
effect on the European site’. The Competent Authority’s determination as to whether 
an Appropriate Assessment is required must be made on the basis of objective 
information and should be recorded. The Competent Authority may request 
information to be supplied to enable it to carry out screening. 
 
Consultants or project proponents may undertake a form of screening to establish if 
an Appropriate Assessment is required and provide advice, or may submit the 
information necessary to allow the Competent Authority to conduct a screening with 
an application for consent. Where it cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific 
doubt, that a proposed plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans 
and projects, would have a significant effect on the conservation objectives of a 
European site, an Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement (NIS)) of the plan 
or project is required. This Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared 
in compliance with the provision of section 177U of the Planning & Development Act 
2010 as amended.  

1.2.2 Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement) 
The term Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is defined in legislation1. An NIS, where 
required, should present the data, information and analysis necessary to reach a 
definitive determination as to 1) the implications of the plan or project, alone or in 
combination with other plans and projects, for a European site in view of its 
conservation objectives, and 2) whether there will be adverse effects on the integrity of 
a European site. The NIS should be underpinned by best scientific knowledge, objective 
information and the precautionary principle. 
 

  

                                                           
1 As defined in Section 177T of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended, an NIS means a statement, 
for the purposes of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, of the implications of a proposed development, on its own 
and in combination with other plans and projects, for a European site in view of its conservation objectives. It is 
required to include a report of a scientific examination of evidence and data, carried out by competent persons to 
identify and classify any implications for the European site in view of its conservation objectives. 
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WORKS 

2.1 Site Location and Background 
The project is located in northwest Co. Kildare, approximately 6.5km (kilometres) north 
of the village of Allenwood, 6km east of Carbury and 3km south of Johnstownbridge. 
The townlands within which the project will be located are listed on Table 1.1 
 
The proposed Timahoe North project is currently a brownfield site (former commercial 
scale cutaway peatland) and forms part of the Bord na Móna Allen Group. The site 
measures approximately 807 hectares and was formerly used for the production of sod 
peat for power generation and domestic heating purposes. Timahoe North is not 
currently in commercial use and has been out of large-scale commercial production 
for over 20 years. A low level of third party sod peat extraction currently occurs within 
the site. Ongoing peat operations will be in line with Bord na Móna company policies 
and strategies relating to the reduction and eventual cessation of industrial peat 
production, and environmental regulations relating to the licensing of industrial peat 
production (the turf cutting forms part of the current IPC licence).   
 
Table 1.1 Townlands containing proposed infrastructure. 

Project Components Townland 
Project including Solar Farm, 
Battery storage & Associated 
works  

Drehid, Mulgeeth, Ballynamullagh, Mucklon, 
Kilmurry (Carbury By), Killyon and Timahoe 
East. 

Substation & Grid Connection  Timahoe East 
  

  
The study area has been mapped in detail, undertaken by the Bord Na Móna Ecology 
Team, between 2010 and 2016 following the Bord na Móna habitat classification 
scheme and was cross referenced with ‘A Guide to Habitats in Ireland’ (Fossitt, 2000). 
The Study Area consists largely of cutover bog (PB4) which has, historically, been  
subjected to peat extraction. Throughout the site there are areas of Wet Heath (HH3), 
Poor fen and flush (PF2), Raised bog (PB1) and regenerating peatland vegetation with 
a large network of drainage ditches (FW4), treelines (WL2), areas of scrub (WS1) and 
bog woodland (WN7) also present. It should be noted that these habitats are secondary 
habitats which have regenerated following cessation of turf cutting, with the exception 
of areas of raised bog to the north and south of the site. Several access tracks are also 
present crossing the site, which consist of dry meadows and grassy verges (GS2), with 
areas of buildings and other artificial surfaces (BL3) and recolonising bare ground. 

2.2 Description of the Proposed Works 
The Proposed Project comprises a largescale solar PV farm consisting of the following 
elements; solar photovoltaic array and associated infrastructure, inverters, access 
roads and parking, site compounds and security fencing, amenity trails and 
landscaping, Battery Storage Compound, peat and spoil storage areas (repositories), 
site drainage and all associated works. The Proposed Project will also include the 
construction of a 110 kV Substation within the site. It is then envisaged to connect from 
this Substation to the Derryiron-Maynooth 110 kV overhead line that traverses the 
southern section of the Timahoe North site. The Proposed Project installation will have 
a construction period of approximately 25 months. 
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The layout of the Proposed Project has been constraints-led, thereby avoiding the 
environmentally sensitive parts of the site. The access track network required 
throughout the site to facilitate construction of the Solar Farm, Substation and Grid 
Connection will extend to approximately 3.5 km of main access tracks, approximately 
12 km of spur tracks and an additional amenity trackway of approximately 2.0 km in 
length. 

2.2.1 References to Proposed Project  
For the purposes of this Screening for Appropriate Assessment, where the ’Proposed 
Project’ is referred to, this relates to the entirety of the project i.e. the Solar Farm 
which includes the solar array and all infrastructure supporting this including the 
Substation and Grid Connection works, the amenity proposals, replanting lands, peat 
repositories etc as delineated in red in Figure 2.1.  
 
The Proposed Project consists of: 
 

1.  ‘The Solar Farm’ consisting of a solar photovoltaic array and associated 
infrastructure, inverters, access roads and parking, site compounds and 
security fencing, 20mw battery storage facility, amenity trails and landscaping, 
peat and spoil storage areas (repositories), site drainage and all associated 
works. The recreational amenity proposals will require the placement of 
approximately 5km of a 2.5m wide gravel walking track predominantly along a 
former machine track and the construction access track will be re-purposed 
to form part of the amenity walkway. A dedicated gated entrance and car 
parking area will also be provided for recreational use during the operational 
stage. This element of the overall project will require a planning application to 
Kildare County Council. 
 

2. ‘The Substation and Grid Connection’ including the construction of a 110 kV 
Substation within the site. It also includes the connection from this Substation 
to the Derryiron-Maynooth 110 kV overhead line that traverses the southern 
section of the Timahoe North site. This element of the project will require a 
Strategic Infrastructure Development Application to An Bord Pleanála. 

 
The effects of both of the above elements of the project on EU Designated Sites are 
considered individually and jointly in this assessment and then cumulatively with other 
plans or projects. All aspects are fully considered in their own right and as part of the 
overall project. 
 
For clarity and where relevant, the Solar Farm will be assessed separately from the 
Substation and Grid Connection as each will be subject to a separate consenting 
procedure by An Bord Pleanálaand Kildare County Council respectively. The entire 
Proposed Project will be also assessed as both elements cumulatively. This is designed 
to aid the competent authorities in carrying out the Screening for Appropriate 
Assessment.  This Article 6(3) Screening document assesses all parts of the proposed 
project. 
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3 IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT EUROPEAN SITES 

3.1 Background to European Sites 
The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) (together with the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC)) 
forms the cornerstone of Europe's nature conservation policy. It is built around two 
pillars: the Natura 2000 network of protected sites and the strict system of species 
protection. All in all, the Directive protects over 1,000 animal and plant species and 
over 200 "habitat types" (e.g. special types of forests, meadows, wetlands, etc.), which 
are of European importance. 
 
With the introduction of the EU Habitats Directive and Birds Directive which were 
transposed into Irish law as S.I. No. 94/1997 European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 1997, the European Union formally recognised the significance 
of protecting rare and endangered species of flora and fauna, and also, more 
importantly, their habitats. The 1997 Regulations and their amendments were 
subsequently revised and consolidated in S.I. No. 477/2011- European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. This legislation requires the 
establishment and conservation of a network of sites of particular conservation value 
that are to be termed ‘European Sites’. 
 
Habitats Directive/Special Areas of Conservation 
Articles 3 – 9 of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) provide the EU legislative 
framework of protecting rare and endangered species of flora and fauna, and habitats. 
Annex I of the Directive lists habitat types whose conservation requires the designation 
of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC).  Priority habitats, such as Turloughs, which 
are in danger of disappearing within the EU territory are also listed in Annex I. Annex 
II of the Directive lists animal and plant species (e.g.  Marsh Fritillary, Atlantic Salmon, 
and Killarney Fern) whose conservation also requires the designation of SACs.  
 
Birds Directive/Special Protection Areas 
Council Directive 79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979 on the conservation of wild birds (Birds 
Directive) has been substantially amended several times. In the interests of clarity and 
rationality the said Directive was codified in 2009 and is now cited as Directive 
2009/147/EC. The Directive instructs Member States to take measures to maintain 
populations of all bird species naturally occurring in the wild state in the EU (Article 
2). Such measures may include the maintenance and/or re-establishment of habitats 
in order to sustain these bird populations (Article 3). 
 
A subset of bird species have been identified in the Directive and are listed in Annex I 
as requiring special conservation measures in relation to their habitats. These species 
have been listed on account of inter alia: their risk of extinction; vulnerability to specific 
changes in their habitat; and/or due to their relatively small population size or 
restricted distribution. Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are to be identified and 
classified for these Annex I listed species and for regularly occurring migratory 
species, paying particular attention to the protection of wetlands (Article 4).  

3.2 Identification of the Designated Sites within the Likely Zone of 
Impact of the Proposed Works 
Following desk studies and ecological/ornithological walkover surveys, Zones of 
Impact (ZOI) for individual ecological receptors were assigned. 
 



Timahoe North Project - Appropriate Assessment Screening 
160727 – AASR – 2018.12.07 – F 

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Planning & Environmental Consultants 6 

The “likely zone of impact” of a plan or project is the geographic extent over which 
significant ecological effects are likely to occur. In the case of plans, this zone can 
extend to a distance of 15km in all directions from the boundary of plan area. In the 
case of projects, however, the guidance recognises that the likely zone of impact must 
be established on a case-by-case basis, with reference to the following key variables: 
 

 The nature, size and location of the project; 
 The sensitivities of the ecological receptors; and, 
 The potential for cumulative effects. 

 
For example, in the case of a project that could affect a watercourse, it may be 
necessary to include the entire upstream and/or downstream catchment in order to 
capture all Natura 2000 sites with water-dependent Qualifying Interests. Taking into 
account the key variables outlined above, the likely zone of impact for the Project was 
defined following the rationale outlined below: 
 

 Following the precautionary principle, European Sites within a 15km radius of 
the project study area were included within the ZOI and were considered in the 
AA Screening Assessment;  

 European Sites outside a 15km radius with identifiable downstream 
connectivity via surface water were included within the ZOI (with the exception 
of sites that, following specialist hydrological advice, were separated by 
distance and buffered by lakes and other features to the extent that there was 
no hydrogeological connectivity with any potential for significant impacts to 
arise).  

 The potential for the project to impact on European Sites outside a 15km radius 
but with no hydrological or hydrogeological connectivity was also considered. 
No such potential was identified and no such sites were included within the 
ZOI. 

 
Figure 3.1 shows the location of the Proposed Project in relation to all European sites 
assessed as identified according to the criteria described above. Figure 3.1 also 
identifies surface water connectivity between the project and downstream EU 
Designated sites.   
 
Table 3.1, lists all European Sites within 15km of the Proposed Project and assesses 
which are within the Likely Zone of Impact.  The site synopses and conservation 
objectives of these sites, as per the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) were considered at 
the time of preparation of this report (10/08/2018).  Details of these sites, including 
their distance from the Proposed Project, their qualifying interests/Special 
Conservation Interests and a rationale as to whether they are within the Likely Zone of 
Impact of the proposed works are provided in Table 3.1.   
 
Ballynafagh Bog SAC (000391) and Mouds Bog SAC (002331) have detailed conservation 
objective documents that were reviewed in the course of carrying out this Article 6(3) 
Screening Assessment. 
 
Ballynafagh Lake SAC (001387), The Long Derries, Edenderry SAC (000925) and River 
Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299) share a generic conservation objective: 
 

‘To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I  
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected.’ 
 

River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232) has a generic conservation objective: 
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‘To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird 
species listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA’ (NPWS Generic 
version 5.0, 2016). 
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Table 3.1 European Sites within the Likely Zone of Impact of the Proposed Works 
European Site Distance from 

proposed works 
(km) 

Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests 
for which the European Site has been designated 
(www.npws.ie, 07/08/2018)  

Likely Zone of Impact determination 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
Ballynafagh Lake SAC 
(001387) 

6.8km south east  Alkaline fens [7230] 
 Vertigo moulinsiana (Desmoulin's whorl snail) [1016] 
 Euphydryas aurinia (marsh fritillary) [1065] 

No surface water, groundwater or habitat 
connectivity was identified between the Proposed 
Project and this SAC. No source-pathway-receptor 
chains for direct or indirect impacts were 
identified. The SAC is therefore not within the 
Likely Zone of Impact. 

Ballynafagh Bog SAC 
(000391) 

7.5km south east  Active raised bogs [7110] 
 Degraded raised bogs still capable of natural 

regeneration [7120] 
 Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion 

[7150] 

No surface water, groundwater or habitat 
connectivity was identified between the Proposed 
Project and this SAC. No source-pathway-receptor 
chains for direct or indirect impacts were 
identified. The SAC is therefore not within the 
Likely Zone of Impact. 

The Long Derries, 
Edenderry SAC (000925) 

8.3km south west  Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on 
calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 

No surface water, groundwater or habitat 
connectivity was identified between the Proposed 
Project and this SAC. No source-pathway-receptor 
chains for direct or indirect impacts were 
identified. The SAC is therefore not within the 
Likely Zone of Impact. 

River Boyne And River 
Blackwater SAC (002299) 

10.8km north west
(direct line) or 
15.3km (surface 
water distance) 
downstream 

 Alkaline fens [7230]
 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 
[91E0] 

 Lampetra fluviatilis (river lamprey) [1099] 
 Salmo salar (salmon) [1106] 
 Lutra lutra (otter) [1355] 

Surface water connectivity has been identified 
between the proposal and the River Boyne And 
River Blackwater SAC, located 15.3km (surface 
water distance) downstream. The SAC is therefore 
within the Likely Zone of Impact and further 
assessment is required. 

Mouds Bog SAC (002331) 13.2km south  Active raised bogs [7110]
 Degraded raised bogs still capable of natural 

regeneration [7120] 

No surface water, groundwater or habitat 
connectivity was identified between the Proposed 
Project and this SAC. No source-pathway-receptor 
chains for direct or indirect impacts were 
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European Site Distance from 
proposed works 
(km) 

Qualifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests 
for which the European Site has been designated 
(www.npws.ie, 07/08/2018)  

Likely Zone of Impact determination 

 Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
[7150] 

identified. The SAC is therefore not within the 
Likely Zone of Impact. 

Special Protection Area (SPA)  
River Boyne and River 
Blackwater SPA (004232) 

10.9km north west 
(direct line) or 
15.3km (surface 
water distance) 
downstream 

 Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) [A229] Surface water connectivity has been identified 
between the proposal and the River Boyne And 
River Blackwater SPA, located 15.3km (surface 
water distance) downstream. The SPA is therefore 
within the Likely Zone of Impact and further 
assessment is required. 
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4 ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY EFFECTS ON EUROPEAN SITES 

Any likely direct or indirect effects of the Proposed Project (including both the Solar Farm and the Substation, and Grid Connection), in view of best 
scientific knowledge and on the basis of objective information, individually or in combination with other plans and projects on any European Sites, by 
virtue of the following criteria: size and scale, land-take, distance from the European Site or key features of the site, resource requirements, emissions, 
excavation requirements, transportation requirements and duration of construction, operation and decommissioning have been considered in this 
Screening Assessment.  Table 4.1 provides the Screening Assessment with regard to each of the European Sites located within the Likely Zone of 
Impact.  
 
Table 4.1 Screening Assessment of European Sites within the Zone of Likely Impact of the Proposed Works 

European Site Pathways for Direct 
Effects 

Pathways for Indirect Effects Potential for significant 
effects on the European 
Site  

River Boyne And 
River Blackwater 
SAC (002299) 

There is no potential for 
direct impact on the 
Qualifying Interests of the 
European Site. The proposed 
works are entirely outside 
the boundary of the 
European Site.  

The potential for the construction, operation and decommissioning phases of 
the Proposed Project to result in indirect effects on the SAC as a result of 
water pollution was considered. The River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC is 
located 15.3km (surface water distance) downstream. Given the nature and 
scale of the proposed construction, operational and decommissioning phases 
of the works, within an area of cutover bog, potential for impacts on surface 
water quality as a result of suspended solids discharge has been identified in 
the absence of mitigation.  

There is potential for 
significant effects on the 
European Site, in the absence 
of mitigation, as a result of 
water quality impacts during 
all phases of the Proposed 
Project including both the Solar 
Farm and Grid Connection 

River Boyne and 
River Blackwater 
SPA (004232) 

There is no potential for 
direct impact on the SCI 
species for which the 
European Site has been 
designated as a result of 
direct impacts given the 
separation in distance 
between the proposal and 
the SPA.  

The potential for the construction, operation and decommissioning phases of 
the proposal to result in indirect effects on the SPA as a result of water 
pollution was considered. The River Boyne And River Blackwater SPA is 
located 15.3km (surface water distance) downstream. Given the nature and 
scale of the proposed construction, operational and decommissioning phases 
of the works, within an area of cutover bog, potential for impacts on surface 
water quality as a result of suspended solids discharge has been identified in 
the absence of mitigation. 

There is potential for 
significant effects on the 
European Site, in the absence 
of mitigation, as a result of 
water quality impacts during 
all phases of the Proposed 
Project including both the Solar 
Farm and Grid Connection. 
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4.1 Likely Cumulative Impact of the Proposed Project on European 
Sites, in-combination with other plans and projects 
The Proposed Project (i.e. both the Solar Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection) 
was considered in combination with other plans and projects in the area that could 
result in cumulative impacts on European Sites. The Proposed Project is situated in the 
townlands of Drehid, Mulgeeth, Mucklon, Ballynamullagh, Kilmurry (Carbury By), 
Killyon, and Timahoe East, Co. Kildare. The habitat within the site is characterised by 
cutover bog habitat, pioneer birch scrub and some bog woodland. The surrounding 
area is characterised by semi-improved agricultural grasslands and nearby dwellings, 
farm buildings and local roads.  

4.1.1 Conclusion of in-combination impact assessment 
The online planning system for Kildare County Council was consulted on the 
07/12/2018 for the area surrounding the proposal at Mulgeeth, Cloona, Co. Kildare.  For 
the purposes of this cumulative impact assessment, small-scale and domestic 
developments are not considered to provide significant in-combination impacts due to 
the nature and scale of the proposal on existing agricultural lands and that these 
developments would be subject to their own planning controls through the Local 
Authority planning process.  
 
The potential for the Proposed Project including both the Solar Farm and the 
Substation and Grid Connection to result in significant cumulative effects on European 
Sites when considered in-combination with other plans and projects was assessed. 
Surface water connectivity has been identified between the proposal and two EU 
Designated Sites, River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299) and River Boyne and 
River Blackwater SPA (004232). The EU Designated Sites are located in excess of 
15.3km (surface water distance) downstream of the proposal. For this reason, in the 
absence of mitigation there may be potential for the Proposed Project to result in in-
combination impacts with other plans and projects. For this reason, further 
assessment is required.  
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5 ARTICLE 6(3) SCREENING STATEMENT AND 
CONCLUSIONS 

The findings of this Screening Assessment are presented in compliance with the 
provision of section 177U of the Planning & Development Act 2010 as amended and 
following the European Commission guidance document Assessment of Plans and 
Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the 
provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2001) and the 
Department of the Environment’s Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans 
and Projects in Ireland (December 2009, amended February 2010). 

5.1 Potential for Effects on European Sites 

5.1.1 Sites that are ‘Screened In’ 
Where the potential for significant effects on any particular European Site cannot be 
excluded without further analysis, a summary of such potential significant effects is 
provided in Table 5.1.  
 
Where in view of best scientific knowledge and on the basis of objective information it 
cannot be excluded that the Proposed Project including both Solar Farm and the 
Substation and Grid Connection, individually or in combination with other plans and 
projects, will be likely to have a significant effect on any European Sites, they are 
considered to be ‘Screened In’. As a result, an Appropriate Assessment of the Proposed 
Project is required with regard to these European Sites.  
 
Table 5.1 European Sites that have been ‘Screened In’ 

European Site Screening Summary 

SAC 

River Boyne And River 
Blackwater SAC (002299) 
 
The SAC is located 
15.3km (surface water 
distance) downstream of 
the proposal. 

There will be no direct effects as the Proposed Project is located 
entirely outside the designated site. Potential pathways for 
indirect effects on the Qualifying Interests resulting from the 
Proposed Project including both Solar Farm and the Substation 
and Grid Connection were identified and are listed below. 
 
Deterioration of surface water quality resulting from pollution, 
associated with construction, operation and decommissioning 
potentially affecting the following aquatic QIs: 

 Alkaline fens [7230] 
 Alluvial Forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) * 
Priority habitat (91E0) 

 Lampetra fluviatilis (river lamprey) [1099] 
 Salmo salar (salmon) [1106] 
 Lutra lutra (otter) [1355] 

 
Consequently, the potential for significant effects on this 
European Site cannot be excluded at this stage of the Appropriate 
Assessment process and it is ‘Screened In’. 

SPA 
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River Boyne and River 
Blackwater SPA (004232) 
 
Located 10.9km north 
west and 15.3km 
(surface water distance) 
downstream of the 
proposal. 

There will be no direct effects as the Proposed Project is located 
entirely outside the designated site. Potential pathways for 
indirect effects during construction, operation and 
decommissioning on the supporting habitat of kingfisher 
resulting from the Proposed Project including both Solar Farm 
and Substation and Grid Connection has been identified as a 
result of indirect impacts on water quality. 
 
Consequently, the potential for significant effects on this 
European Site cannot be excluded at this stage of the Appropriate 
Assessment process and it is ‘Screened In’. 

  

5.1.2 Sites that are ‘Screened out’ 
Where it is concluded that, in view of best scientific knowledge and on the basis of 
objective information, the Proposed Project (i.e. both the Solar Farm and the 
Substation and Grid Connection) either individually or in combination with other plans 
or projects, is not likely to have significant effects on the European Sites that were 
assessed as part of the screening exercise as described above, are considered to be 
‘Screened Out’.  The sites that have been ‘Screened Out’ are shown in Table 5.2.  As a 
result, an Appropriate Assessment of the Proposed Project is not required with regard 
to these European Sites. 

 
Table 5.2 European Sites that have been ‘Screened Out’ 

European Site Screening Summary 

SAC 
Ballynafagh Lake SAC (001387)
 
6.8km south east 

Due to the lack of connectivity between the European Sites 
and the Proposed Project including both the Solar Farm 
and the Substation and Grid Connection, the nature of the 
Qualifying Interests and the extent and nature of the 
proposal, no complete impact source-pathway-receptor 
chain could be identified. Potential impacts on these 
European Sites are not anticipated. 

Ballynafagh Bog SAC (000391) 
 
7.5km south east 
The Long Derries, Edenderry 
SAC (000925) 
 
8.3km south west 
Mouds Bog SAC (002331) 
 
13.2km south 
  

5.2 Data Collected to Carry Out Assessment 
In preparation of the assessment, the following sources were used to gather 
information: 
 
 Review of NPWS Site Synopses, mapping and Conservation Objectives for the 

various European Sites within the Likely Zone of Impact, 
 Review of 2013 EU Habitats Directive (Article 17) Report, 
 Review of OS maps and aerial photographs of the site of the proposed works, 
 Review of relevant databases including National Biodiversity Ireland Database, 
 Review of other plans and projects within the area via the Kildare County 

Council online planning system, 
 Liaison with the project team in relation to the location of the works, 
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 Site visits conducted by Dr. Erin Johnston (BSc. MSc. PhD), Pat Roberts (B.Sc. 
Env.) and David McNicholas (BSc., MSc., MCIEEM) (May and July 2017). 

5.3 Overall Conclusions 
In view of best scientific knowledge, on the basis of objective information and in light of 
the conservation objectives of the relevant European sites, it is concluded that the 
Proposed Project (i.e. both the Solar Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection), 
whether individually or in combination with other plans or projects, beyond reasonable 
scientific doubt will not have significant effects on the following European Sites. They 
have therefore been screened out.  
 

 Ballynafagh Lake SAC (001387) 
 Ballynafagh Bog SAC (000391) 
 The Long Derries, Edenderry SAC (000925) 
 Mouds Bog SAC (002331) 

 
It cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt, in view of best scientific 
knowledge on the basis of objective information and in light of the conservation 
objectives of the relevant European sites, that the Proposed Project (i.e. both the Solar 
Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection), individually or in combination with other 
plans and projects, would have a significant effect on the following European Sites: 
 

 River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC (002299) 
 River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232) 

 
As a result, an Appropriate Assessment of the Proposed Project is required, and a 
Natura Impact Statement shall be prepared in respect of the Proposed Project (i.e. 
both the Solar Farm and the Substation and Grid Connection).  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been prepared by 
McCarthy Keville O’ Sullivan Ltd. on behalf of Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd. and ESB Wind 
Development Ltd who intend to apply for planning permission to construct a large scale 
solar farm including a solar photovoltaic (PV) array, and associated infrastructure, a 
battery storage compound as well as a 110 kV (kilovolt) substation and associated works 
to connect to the national grid. 
 
This CEMP identifies the key planning and environmental considerations that must be 
adhered to and will be delivered during site construction and operation. This report is 
intended as a document that can be used during the future phases of the project, as a 
consolidated point of reference relating to the construction, environmental and drainage 
requirements for the Planning Authority, developer and contractors alike. This CEMP 
outlines range of potential types of construction methods, plant and equipment which may 
be used by any contractor appointed in order to enable their impacts to be assessed for 
the purpose of the Planning Authority’s assessment and appropriate assessment prior to 
determining whether to grant planning permission. 
 
Should the project secure planning permission, the CEMP will be updated in collaboration 
with the building contractor and in line with all conditions and obligations which apply to 
any grant of permission. The CEMP should be read in conjunction with the EIAR and 
planning drawings. The CEMP will also require updating by the selected contractor in 
order to identify, assess and satisfy the contract performance criteria as set out by the 
various stakeholders. The CEMP due to its structure and nature will also require regular 
updating and revision throughout the construction period as set out below. Therefore, this 
is a working document and will be developed further prior to and during construction.  
 
Triggers for amendments to the CEMP will include: 
 

 Where construction methodologies are perceived to require an improved 
performance in terms of potential environmental impacts; 

 As a result of changes in environmental legislation applicable and relevant to the 
project; 

 Where the outcomes from auditing establish a need for change; 
 Where Work Method Statements identify changes to a construction methodology 

to address high environmental risk; and 
 As a result of an incident or complaint occurring that necessitates an 

amendment. 
 
This report provides the environmental management framework to be adhered to during 
the pre-commencement, construction and operational phases of the Proposed Project 
and it incorporates the mitigating principles to ensure that the work is carried out in a 
way that minimises the potential for any environmental impacts to occur.  

1.1 Background 
The CEMP has been prepared with reference to the following reports, which have been 
produced in support of the planning application: 
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 McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan (October 2018). Timahoe North Solar Farm, Co. 
Kildare. Environmental Impact Assessment Report. Doc. File Name: 160727-
EIAR-2018.12.07-F. 

 McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan (October 2018). Timahoe North Solar Farm, Co. 
Kildare. Appropriate Assessment Screening Report. Doc. File Name: 160727-
AASR-2018.12.07-F. 
 

 McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan (October 2018). Timahoe North Solar Farm, Co. 
Kildare. Natura Impact Statement. Doc. File Name: 160727-NIS-2018.12.07-F. 

 
The reports listed above should be consulted for detailed information as required. 

1.2 Scope of Construction and Environmental Management Plan 
This report is presented as a guidance document for the construction phase of the 
Proposed Project. Where the term ‘site’ is used in the CEMP it refers to the area where 
all works associated with the solar array and associated infrastructure, battery storage 
compound, substation and associated grid connections works. The CEMP outlines clearly 
the mitigation measures and monitoring proposals specified in the EIAR and NIS that are 
required to be adhered to in order to complete the works in an appropriate manner. The 
report is divided into nine sections, as outlined below. 
 

 Section 1 provides a brief introduction as to the scope of the report. 
 

 Section 2 outlines the Site and Project details, detailing the targets and objectives 
of this plan along with providing an overview of construction methodologies that 
will be adopted throughout the Proposed Project.  
 

 Section 3 sets out details of the environmental controls on site which looks at 
noise and dust controls. Site drainage and a waste management plan are also 
included in this section. 
 

 Section 4 sets out a fully detailed implementation plan for the environmental 
management of the Proposed Project outlining the roles and responsibilities of 
the project team. 
 

 Section 5 outlines the Emergency Response Plan to be adopted in the event of an 
emergency in terms of site health and safety and environmental protection. 

 
 Section 6 consists of a summary table of all mitigation proposals to be adhered 

to during the implementation of the Proposed Project, categorised into three 
separate headings, 1) pre-commencement measures; 2) construction-phase 
measures and 3) operational-phase measures. 
 

 Section 7 consists of an overview of the monitoring requirements for the project.  
 

 Section 8 sets out a programme for the timing of the proposed works. 
 

 Section 9 outlines the proposals for reviewing compliance with the provisions of 
this report. 

1.3 Targets and Objectives 
In so far as they have been completed to date, or are to be further completed in future, 
the construction phase works are designed to approved standards, which include 
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specified materials, standards, specifications and codes of practice. The design of the 
project has considered environmental issues and this is enhanced by the works 
proposals. 
 
The key site targets are as follows; 
 

 Ensure construction works and activities are completed in accordance with 
mitigation and best practice approach presented in the EIAR, AASR, NIS and 
associated planning documentation; 

 Ensure construction works and activities are completed in accordance with all 
planning conditions for the development and that the CEMP is updated as 
required; 

 Ensure construction works and activities have minimal impact/disturbance to 
local landowners and the local community; 

 Ensure construction works and activities have no adverse effect on the integrity 
of any European Site; 

 Adopt a sustainable approach to construction; and, 
 Provide adequate environmental training and awareness for all project 

personnel. 
 
The key site objectives are as follows; 
 

 Using recycled materials if practicable, e.g. excavated stone, clay and peat 
material; 

 Ensure sustainable sources for materials supply where practicable; 
 Avoidance of any pollution incident or near miss as a result of working around or 

close to existing watercourses and having emergency measures in place; 
 Avoidance of vandalism; 
 Keeping all watercourses free from obstruction and debris; 
 Correct implementation of the Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) drainage 

design principles; 
 Keeping impact of construction to a minimum on the local environment, 

watercourses, and wildlife; 
 Correct fuel storage and refuelling procedures to be followed; 
 Good waste management and house-keeping to be implemented; 
 Air and noise pollution prevention to be implemented;  
 Monitoring of the works and any adverse effects that it may have on the 

environment.  
 Complying with all relevant water quality legislation; and,  
 Ensuring a properly designed, constructed and maintained drainage system 

appropriate to the requirements of the site is kept in place at all times.  
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2 SITE AND PROJECT DETAILS 

2.1 Site Location and Development Description 
The site of the Proposed Project is located in northwest Co. Kildare, approximately 6.5km 
(kilometres) north of the village of Allenwood, 6 kilometres east of Carbury and 3km south 
of Johnstownbridge. The site will be accessed Via Derrymahon-Drehid local road (L-
5025), which adjoins the R402 Regional Road to the west of the site. The Grid Reference 
coordinates for the centre of the site are E 275,810, N 235,200. The total site area is 
approximately 807 hectares with the Proposed Project occupying a footprint of 
approximately 238 hectares. A site location map is shown as Figure 2.1. 
 
The Proposed Project will consist of a solar farm comprising of solar photovoltaic (PV) 
arrays, battery storage compound, grid connection and associated infrastructure. The 
solar PV modules are ground mounted on galvanised steel support structures/ frames, 
with a maximum overall height of up to 3 metres and a tilt ranging between 12-30° tilt. A 
site layout plan is shown as Figure 2.2.  
 
Electricity produced from the solar arrays is cabled underground to inverters where 
direct current (DC) is converted to alternating current (AC). The electrical output is 
exported through switchgear, protection devices and meters to the National Grid. The 
proposal also includes the provision of security fencing, site entrance, access roads and 
security CCTV stands.  
 
The main elements of the Proposed Project are summarised below:    
 

 2 no. areas of solar PV arrays and associated infrastructure; 
 Internal solar farm underground cabling;  
 2 no. temporary construction compounds 
 Recreation and amenity works, including looped walk (upgrade of existing tracks 

and provision of new tracks, car parking and vehicular access); 
 1 no. Battery Storage compound 
 1 no. 110 kV onsite Electrical substation with associated electrical plant and 

equipment and security fencing  
 110 kV overhead grid connection cabling; 
 Upgrade of existing tracks and provision of new site access roads; 
 Site drainage; 
 Forestry felling and replanting; 
 Permanent signage; and 
 All associated site development and ancillary works  

2.2 Construction Management 

2.2.1 Introduction 
An experienced and competent contractor will be appointed for the civil works for the 
construction phase. The appointed contractor for the works will be required to comply 
with this CEMP and any revisions made to this document. An overview of the proposed 
construction methodologies is provided below. 

2.2.2 Proposed Construction Methodology 
The construction methodologies for the proposed Solar Farm are summarised under the 
following headings: 
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 Construction Compound Area 
 Drainage System; 
 Site Access Roads;  
 Solar PV modules/ panels 
 Ground mounted support structures/ frames 
 Site cabling and Grid Connection 
 Substation and Compounds 
 Inverter units  
 Battery Storage Compound 
 Fencing, Gates and Security Cameras, 

2.2.3 Construction Compound Areas 
The Proposed Project will include the provision of two construction compounds. The main 
compound will be located in the south of the site. in the vicinity of the main site access 
with a smaller temporary construction compound located in the east of the site. The 
existing site entrance is sufficient so as to facilitate delivery of all construction materials 
and components. The entrance will be improved to define its location with a timber and 
post fence and improve its surfacing with a gravel finish. The main construction 
compound will consist of temporary site offices, staff facilities and car-parking areas for 
staff and visitors. This construction compound will also have available space to 
accommodate one HGV if necessary and provide suitable turning radii to facilitate HGV 
movements. The temporary construction compound will only be used for storage of 
construction material until it is fixed in place. This compound will be removed after works 
in the northern area of the site is complete. 

 
The compounds will typically be constructed as follows: 
 

 The area to be used as the compound will be marked out at the corners using 
ranging rods or timber posts. Drainage runs will be installed around the 
perimeter; 

 The area will be excavated to competent stratum  
 The compound will be established using a similar technique as the construction 

of the site access road as discussed below; 
 A layer of well graded granular material will be spread and lightly compacted to 

provide a hard area for site offices and storage containers; 
 Areas within the compound will be constructed as site track and used as vehicle 

hardstanding during deliveries and for parking; 
 If necessary the compound will be temporarily fenced and secured with locked 

gates, although fencing would only be utilised where significant risk of danger to 
third parties or vandalism is envisaged; 

 During the construction phase, a self-contained port-a-loo with an integrated 
waste holding tank will be used on site for toilet facilities. This will be maintained 
by the service contractor on a regular basis and will be removed from the site on 
completion of the construction phase; and 

 Upon completion of construction, the site compound area will be 
decommissioned and the area will be left to revegetate naturally.  

2.2.4 Drainage System 
The early establishment of temporary drainage facilities will reduce the potential for 
impacts on surface water quality during construction. In addition, construction operations 
will adopt best working practices. The development of the site will need to be phased 
accordingly. The construction of the drainage will start from the downstream sections 
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and progress upstream, connecting conveyance systems with other drainage features as 
each development phase progresses.  
Detailed measures to address surface water management based upon the design criteria 
and philosophy will be implemented. The drainage system will be excavated and 
constructed in conjunction with the track and hard standing construction. The drainage 
regime will be installed in accordance with details submitted in the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) Sections 4 & 8 that accompanies this application and is further 
detailed in Section 3 below. The proposed drainage arrangement drawings for the 
application site are included in Appendix 8-1 of the EIAR. 

2.2.5 Watercourse/Drainage Ditch Crossings 
It is proposed to install a new crossing over the Mulgeeth Stream as part of the overall 
site drainage. This crossing will comprise is a 2.4 X 2.4m box culvert section the location 
of which is presented in Appendix 8-1, Drawing no. QS-00218-01-D453-018 of the EIAR. 
 
The typical construction methodology for the installation of the box culvert is presented 
below: 
 

 The access points/working area on both sides of the watercourse will be 
completed as per the methodology for site access roads below.  

 All drainage measures outlined in the detailed drainage design along the various 
site roads and the silt-fences along the banks of the watercourse will be installed. 

 The project engineer will determine the span of the culvert but will ensure that 
the culvert does not impede the flow of water through the watercourse channel 
and that the natural stream is maintained. This will ensure that all preparatory 
works are completed with the least possible disruption to the watercourse and 
within the season as prescribed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). 

 The bed of the river will be excavated to a solid base and a footing formed with 
suitable stone material and compacted as specified by the design engineer. The 
culvert will be set down on granular footings within, but slightly below the river 
bed. 

 The culvert will be lowered into place using an excavator or crane if required 
which will be set up a safe distance back from the watercourse. 

 In order to preserve the level of the lake adjacent to the crossing and prevent 
erosion of the river bed, rock armour will be placed upstream of the culvert at 
river bed level 

 After the culvert installation process has been completed, the excavation around 
the culvert footing will be backfilled with a rock armour headwall at the inlet and 
outlet of the culvert on top of which smaller 50mm stone material proposed for 
the use in the site road construction will be placed. 

 The base of the culvert will fill naturally with the granular material from the river 
bed.  

 The deck of the culvert will be weathered with a sealing material prior to the 
completion of the road crossing over the culvert deck. All this work will be 
completed above the watercourse with no contact with the water where frequent 
visual checks and inspection of water quality will be carried out to ensure the 
watercourse is not being impacted. 

 
In addition, to manage and control the flood outflow from the bog so as not to exceed 
existing flood runoff rates downstream in the Mulgeeth Stream, a flow control structure 
is required on the outlet of drainage channel (D7, refer to Appendix 8-2, Figure 5 for drain 
numbering and locations). This flow control structure is a single 900mm diameter culvert 
with a concrete spillway set at a crest level of 79.5m OD Malin. The flood control structure 
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will be designed to throttle flood flows from the site so as not to exceed the existing flood 
flows. The methodology for installing this culvert is summarised below. 
 
It is proposed to install crossing points over the proposed connector drain where the 
access roads will traverse this drain. A total of six crossings are required all of which will 
be completed using piped culvert system. The crossing will be installed as follows: 
 

 The access road on the approach to the drain will be completed to a formation 
level which is suitable for the passing of plant and equipment required for the 
installation of the crossing. 

 The installation of the culvert will take place in low flow conditions. 
 Where a flow exists, the water running through the drainage channel will be 

pumped around the water crossing location and back into the drainage channel 
downstream of the works area. 

 Where over pumping is required, measures will be taken to ensure that the 
pumped water discharge does not disturb the stream bed with the force of water 
from the discharge. A steel plate to reduce the force of the flow will be used where 
appropriate.  

 The project engineer will determine the required gradient of the culvert. The pipe 
must be laid at a gradient that will ensure water is contained within the pipe at 
all times. Where necessary a rock armour dam will be installed within the stream 
to reduce flow and ensure an acceptable depth of water remains within the pipe. 
Where a gradient of 1 – 1.5% is identified, the use of a baffle has been 
recommended. 

 The bed of the drainage channel will be excavated, if necessary, to achieve the 
correct line and to allow the pipe to be embedded 300mm into the base of the 
existing drain.  

 The embedded section will be allowed to fill naturally with existing material 
within the base of the drain or with suitable drainage material such as gravel or 
round shingle where deemed applicable.  

 The culvert will be lowered into place using an excavator with a lifting 
mechanism. 

 A suitable headwall will be installed where deemed necessary by the detailed 
drainage design at the inlet and outlets of the culverts to prevent erosion of peat. 
This will comprise large stone boulders (approx. 400mm) the details of which will 
be determined by the Project Design Engineer. 

 The new access road over the culvert crossings will be completed as per 
methodology for new site access roads outlined in the sections below. 

 
The watercourse crossing required over the Mulgeeth Stream will be installed outside of 
the salmonid spawning season, October to June in any year, in accordance with Guidelines 
on protection of Fisheries During Construction Works in and Adjacent to Waters, inland 
Fisheries Ireland, 2016. This will ensure no potential impacts on salmonid spawning 
habitat. 
 
The works will be undertaken in line with Guidelines for the Crossing of Watercourses 
during the Construction of National Road Schemes, NRA, 2008. 
 
All of the above works will be supervised by the Environmental Manager and the Project 
Hydrologist. 



Construction and Environmental Management Plan  
CEMP F - 160727 – 2018.12.07 

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Planning & Environmental Consultants  8

2.2.6 Upgrade of Existing Access Tracks 
The site will be accessed via an existing entrance off the Derrymahon Road. The main 
access route will be an upgrade of an existing track, which runs east of the proposed 
substation. The upgrade works will entail widening of the access track to a total running 
width of approximately 5.5 metres, with wider sections at corners and junctions. The road 
widening will be undertaken as follows: 
 
 If it is considered that the current road formation level is adequate to support 

required bearing, then no upgrade or widening works will be completed; 
 Otherwise, where required, the subsoil in the existing road verge will be 

excavated down to a suitable formation layer and the material used for site 
restoration and reinstatement; 

 Well-graded imported granular fill will be spread and compacted in layers with 
an overall thickness of up to 300mm to provide a homogeneous running surface. 
The thickness of layers and amount of compaction required will be decided by the 
Construction Manager based on the characteristics of the material and the 
compaction plant to be used. These layers of granular fill will be brought to the 
same level as the top of the existing road surface; 

 A layer of geogrid will be installed directly onto the top of the granular fill layer 
and the existing road surface where required; 

 A layer of finer well graded stone for the running surface will be laid on the 
geogrid and compacted; 

 Prior to any works commencing on the upgrade of existing roads, the requirement 
for additional roadside drainage will be considered by the Project Hydrologist in 
line with the proposals outlined in Section 4; and,  

 Where road widening is required the floating road methodology will be used 
where the required CBR ratings for floating roads can be achieved.  

2.2.7 Proposed New Site Access Roads 
It is proposed to install approximately 3.5km of main access roads, approximately 12 km 
of spur tracks and an amenity trackway of approximately 5km in length. The new access 
road is required to provide suitable access throughout the site during the construction 
and operational phases of the project. The access road details are outlined in the Layout 
Drawings which are included in Appendix 4-1 of the EIAR. 
 
The new access roads will be constructed as follows using both a floating road and 
excavated site road methodology both of which are summarised below. 

2.2.7.1 Floating Roads 
The methodology for the installation of floating roads is summarised as follows: 
 

 Prior to commencing the construction of the floating roads, movement 
monitoring posts will be installed in deep peat areas.  

 Interceptor drains will be installed upslope of the access road alignment to divert 
any surface water away from the construction area. 

 The proposed new site roads shall be to the line and level given in the design 
requirements with the construction carried out under the supervision of the 
design engineer. 

 Base geogrid is to be laid directly onto the existing surface along the line of the 
road in accordance with the geogrid provider’s requirements. 

 The typical make-up of any new floated access road is a layer of coarse granular 
fill overlying the layer of geogrid.  
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 Following the detailed design of the floated access roads, it may be deemed 
necessary to include pressure berms either side of the access road in some of 
the deeper peat areas. The inclusion of a 2 - 5 metre wide pressure berm 
(typically 0.5 metres in height) either side of the access road will reduce the 
likelihood of potential bearing failures beneath the access road. 

 The finished road running width will be approximately 5.5 metres. 
 Stone delivered to the floating road construction shall be end-tipped onto the 

constructed floating road. Direct tipping of stone onto the peat shall not be 
carried out. 

 To avoid excessive impact loading on the peat due to concentrated end-tipping, 
all stone delivered to the floating road shall be tipped over at least a 10 metre 
length of constructed floating road. 

 Where it is not possible to end-tip over a 10 metre length of constructed floating 
road, dumpers delivering stone to the floating road shall carry a reduced stone 
load (not greater than half full) until such time as end-tipping can be carried out 
over a 10 metre length of constructed floating road. 

 Following end-tipping a mechanical excavator shall be employed to spread and 
place the tipped stone over the base geogrid along the line of the road. 

 The road is then finished with a 100mm layer of fine gravel. An average overall 
thickness of about 400 - 750 mm is envisaged. 

2.2.7.2 Excavated Site Road 
The methodology for the installation of excavated site roads is summarised as follows: 
 

 Prior to commencing the construction of the excavated site roads, movement 
monitoring posts will be installed in deep peat areas. 

 Interceptor drains will be installed upslope of the access road alignment to divert 
any surface water away from the construction area. 

 The proposed new site roads shall be to the line and level given in the design 
requirements with the construction carried out under the supervision of the 
Project Design Engineer. 

 Peat and overburden will be excavated to bedrock or a competent stratum as 
determined by the Project Design Engineer. 

 Excavation of materials will be undertaken with respect to control of peat 
stability. 

 All peat shall be placed/spread alongside the excavations.  
 Side slopes in peat shall be not greater than 1 (v): 2 or 3 (h). This slope inclination 

will be reviewed during construction, as appropriate. Where areas of weaker peat 
are encountered then slacker slopes will be required. Battering of the side slopes 
of the excavations will be carried out as the excavation progresses. 

 Coarse granular fill will be spread and compacted in layers to provide a 
homogeneous running surface. The thickness of layers and amount of 
compaction required will be decided by the Project Design Engineer based on the 
characteristics of the material and the compaction plant to be used;  

 A layer of geogrid/geotextile may be required at the surface of the competent 
stratum (to be confirmed by the Project Design Engineer) and at the top of each 
subsequent layer of granular fill. 

 All new roadways will be constructed with a camber to aid drainage of surface 
water. 

 The finished road running width will be approximately 5 metres. 
 Road construction will be carried out in sections of approximately 50 metre 

lengths i.e. no more than 50 metres of access road will be excavated without re-
placement with stone fill unless otherwise agreed with the Project Design 
Engineer on site. 
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 Batters will generally be sloped to between 1:1 and 1:2 (depending on depth and 
type of material) and will be left as cut to re-vegetate naturally with local species. 
Design slopes will be informed by the Project Design Engineer. 

 A final unbound surface layer shall be placed over the excavated site road, as per 
design requirements, to provide a road profile and graded to accommodate 
construction and delivery traffic. 

2.2.8 Solar PV Modules / Panels 
The Proposed Project will comprise the installation solar PV modules the specification 
for which is known as a 60 cells PV module. The modules will be arranged in PV tables 
with an overall length of 57.44m and a maximum height of all solar panels of up to 3m. 
The dimensions indicated may be subject to change depending on the manufacturer of 
solar panels selected which will be determined by a competitive tendering process. These 
characteristics vary between manufacturers. The proposed solar design for the site is 
detailed further details are outlined in the Layout Drawings which are included in 
Appendix 4-1 of the EIAR. 

2.2.9 Ground Mounted Support Structures / Frames 
The solar modules are installed on a galvanised steel or aluminium support structure/ 
frame. The frame is held in position using galvanised steel posts which are driven into the 
ground using a piling unit until a suitable depth is reached to provide a secure footing. 
The methodology ensures there is no alteration to the local surface water hydrology. 
The PV panels will be bolted on top of the frames to hold them securely in place with the 
frames arranged in an east to west pattern and face south to avail of maximum light 
exposure.  In addition, the frames ensure the panels are angled up to 30 degrees in order 
to be of maximum efficiency.  
 
The piling options that are considered for the site include:  
 

 Large bored piles – those constructed by boring methods (e.g. Continuous Flight 
Auger (CFA) or rotary bored) and with concrete and reinforcement steel. 

 Large driven piles – those constructed by driving methods (e.g. impact hammer 
or vibratory hammer) and with precast concrete or preformed steel sections 

 Self-drilled mini-piles – those constructed by boring methods (e.g. heli piles or 
other screw type piles) and with preformed steel sections 

 Driven mini-piles – those constructed by driving methods and with preform steel 
sections 

 
These piling methodologies are summarised in detail in Appendix 4-4 of the EIAR. Piling 
options will be selected on their suitability to the potentially varying ground conditions at 
the site. This will be determined on the completion of more detailed site investigation 
prior to commencement of construction. Piling will be completed by an experienced piling 
contractor who method statement will be cognisant of the environmental consideration 
set out in Section 3 of this document. 
The piling outlines listed above provide for using both prefabricated or precast piles (steel 
or concrete) and reinforced concrete piled foundations cast in-situ on site. Reinforced 
concrete piled foundations will be completed as follows: 
 

 The extent of the excavation will be marked out and will include an allowance for 
trimming the sides of the excavation to provide a safe working area and slope 
batter; 

 No material will be removed from site and placement areas will be stripped of 
vegetation prior to stockpiling in line with best working practices;  
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 A piling platform for the piling rig will be constructed. This can be done in two 
ways depending on the bearing capacity of the underlying soil. 

o The first method is to lay geotextile on the existing surface and a stone 
layer will then be placed on top of the geotextile by an excavator and 
compacted in order to give the platform sufficient bearing capacity for 
the piling rig. 

o The second method is to excavate the soils to a suitable intermediate 
mineral subsoil and backfill to the formation level. 

 The piling rig, fitted with an auger, will then bore through the soft material with a 
sleeve fitted around the auger to prevent the sidewalls of the peat from 
collapsing. The borehole is then extended to a suitable depth into the 
subsoil/bedrock. 

 When the auger and the sleeve are removed high tensile steel cages will be 
lowered into the boreholes. These steel cages will extrude above the level of the 
top of the concrete pile. 

 As the auger is removed concrete is pumped into the borehole. 
 Reinforcing steel on the top of the pile will tie to the foundation or pile cap base 

steel. 
 
Prefabricated steel or precast piles will require the same preparatory works with a piling 
platform provided. The piles are installed using a mechanical piling unit which will install 
the pile either impact hammer or mechanical screw depending on the pile type selected.  
The piling operations will adhere to the procedures for the management of concrete as 
set out in Section 3.3 particularly with regard to concrete truck washout procedures and 
the management of surplus concrete.  
 
The placing of solar panels on lightweight floating foundations is an alternative option that 
may be considered. This will involve anchoring the floating foundations to the underlying 
subsoils. 
 

 
Plate 2.1: Example of a solar PV support structure 
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2.2.10 Inverter Units 
A containerised type inverter model will be supplied to the site by a specialist 
manufacturer as a prefabricated unit therefore the construction aspect associated with 
these units is minimal other than the installation of concrete plinths or concrete slab 
foundations and unit assembly on site. A total of 29 no. finished inverter units will be 
installed and will be encased in a standard 20 ft or 40 ft (or other size) container. The exact 
location of inverters may be subject to change at the final design stage depending on site 
specific and technical considerations. An indicative layout is outlined in the Layout 
Drawings in Appendix 4-1 of the EIAR. 
 
Inverters hardstand areas will be installed in front of the inverter units which will be 
constructed using the same materials and methodology as that for the site access roads. 
The purpose of the hardstand area is to provide an area large enough for crane access 
and turning movements. The hardstands will be 20 X 25 metres in size. 
 
The concrete plinth will be installed once the required access routes to each inverter 
location and hardstand have been completed. The area of the plinth will be excavated to 
a competent stratum. The plinth will be shuttered using timber formwork and reinforced 
steel install as per the Project Engineers design.  
 
Alternatively, a piled foundation solution may be used to minimise the excavating of peat 
which will encompass a steel platform on which the inverter will be installed. Figure 2.3 
shows an example of both concepts.  
 

 
Figure 2.3 Rock fill with concrete plinth foundation and Piled alternative 

 
Concrete pours will be completed at all inverter plinths by experienced and competent 
personnel. On completion, concrete delivery trucks will adhere to the concrete washout 
procedure as set out in Section 3.3.  

2.2.11 Substation and Battery Storage Compound 
It is proposed to construct a 110 kV electricity substation and a Battery Storage facility in 
the south of the site entrance, as shown in Figure 2.2. The Battery Storage facility will be 
located adjacent to the compound of the substation.  
The preference will be to utilise a conventional ground bearing slab or raft foundation 
which will be determined by the site condition. If this foundation type is determined to be 
unsuited to the ground conditions, then one of the piling methodologies will be selected. 
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The substation will be constructed as follows: 
 

 The area of the substation will be marked out using ranging rods or wooden posts 
and the soil stripped and removed to the nearby storage area for later use in 
landscaping. No material will be removed from site and storage areas will be 
stripped of vegetation prior to stockpiling in line with best working practises;  

 The dimensions of the substation area will be set to meet the requirements of 
Eirgrid/ESB networks and will include the necessary equipment to safely and 
efficiently operate the solar farm;  

 The foundations will be excavated down to a competent stratum, the level of 
which will be determined by the project engineer. The foundations will be 
shuttered and poured with reinforced concrete. An anti-bleeding admixture will 
be included in the concrete mix; 

 If it is determined that a piled foundation is required, this will be completed using 
one of the preferred piling methodologies outlined in Section 2.2.9.  

 Excavated material will remain on site at all times for reuse; 
 On completion of the foundation, the substation will be constructed with masonry 

blockwork. The block work walls will be built up from the footings to Damp Proof 
Course (DPC) level and the floor slab constructed, having first located any ducts 
or trenches required by the follow on mechanical and electrical contractors; 

 The block work will then be raised to wall plate level and the gables & internal 
partition walls formed. Scaffold will be erected around the outside of the building 
for this operation; 

 The concrete roof slabs will be lifted into position using an adequately sized 
mobile crane; 

 The construction and components of the substation will be to Eirgrid/ESB 
networks specifications; and 

 The timber roof trusses will then be lifted into position using a telescopic load all 
or mobile crane depending on site conditions. The roof trusses will then be felted, 
battened, tiled and sealed against the weather. 

 
The substation compound will be completed to formation level with an approved stone 
material with all necessary concrete plinths installed by way of in-situ reinforced 
concrete or pre-cast concrete.  
 
The Battery Storage infrastructure will comprise ten steel units measuring 13.7 X 2.4 X 
2.8m high. These units will be similar to standard shipping containers and will be installed 
on concrete plinths using a similar methodology to that for the inverter units as outlined 
above.  

2.2.12 Site Cabling and Grid Connection Cabling 
Underground cabling ducts will be laid across the site and will link the panel array and 
inverters to the proposed substation. The panel array and inverters will be linked to the 
proposed sub-station through a network of buried electrical cables. The ground is 
typically trenched using a mechanical excavator. The top layer of peat and overburden is 
removed and saved so that it can be replaced on completion. The cables are laid in a 
700mm deep trench bedded with suitable material unless the ground conditions are such 
that no bedding is required. The depth of the cables is to meet all national and 
international requirements with suitable marking tape installed between the cables and 
the finished surface.  
 
Connection between the centralised electrical stations and the proposed substation will 
also be completed using the underground cabling methodology in a trench depth of 
800mm. 
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All underground cabling will be completed using the following methodology: 
 The area where excavations are planned will be surveyed, prior to the 

commencement of works, with a cable avoiding tool and all existing underground 
services will be identified. 

 A team equipped with tracked excavators, site dumper and a tractor with a stone 
cart with side-shoot will complete the works. 

 The excavator will open a trench at the edge of the road surface, the trench will 
be a maximum of 600mm wide and 700 - 800mm deep. 

 Clay plugs will be installed at 50 metre intervals to prevent the trench becoming 
a conduit for surface water runoff. 

 The excavated material will be loaded into the dumpers to be transported to a 
designated temporary stockpiling area to be reused as backfilling material where 
appropriate. 

 Once the trench has been excavated, a base layer of blinding will be installed by 
the tractor and stone cart and compacted by the excavators. 

 The ducting along with marker strips will then be placed in the trench as per 
relevant specifications. 

 Blinding will be installed to 75mm above the cable ducting and compacted. 
 The remainder of the trench will be backfilled with granular material and 

compacted.  
 The area of the trench excavation will be reinstated as per its original condition 

prior to the works. 

2.2.13 Grid Connection Overhead Line 
The Proposed Project includes an application for a 110 kV grid connection cabling 
between the proposed substation and the national electricity grid. It is intended that the 
Proposed Project will connect to the national grid by an overhead cable via the existing 
Derryiron-Maynooth 110 kV line, which traverses the southern section of the Proposed 
Project site as detailed in Figure 2.2.  
This will require the construction of 4 No. steel tower masts at approximately 20-metre 
height (2 No. masts at the substation and 2 No. masts at the 110 kV line), which will be 
connected by two overhead lines supported by standard wooden polesets. The poles will 
measure approximately 18m in height and be spaced approximately every 200 metres. 
 
The construction of the overhead line will be completed using the wooden polesets or 
steel tower masts. A methodology for each is set out below. The layout of these structures 
will be determined at detailed design stage with the overhead line designed to Eirgrid/ESB 
networks specifications. 

2.2.13.1 Wood Polesets  
The overhead line poles will be delivered as close as possible to the required location. 
Where poles are to be transported across sensitive areas, low ground pressure tracked 
machinery will be used to deliver the poles to the required location. 
 
Pole base excavation and erection will be carried out as follows: 
 

 The excavation for each pole will be carried out using a rubber wheeled or tracked 
excavator. 

 Each of the two poles will be lined up with the excavated holes and the machine 
operator then drives forward pushing the pole up until the pole is on an almost 
vertical position. The pole will never pass through the point of balance in the 
vertical position. 
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 The pole will be supported at all times and the holes manually backfilled to a 
minimum depth of 1.0m. 

 Alter excavation and erection of the poleset a further excavation, 0.8m deep will 
be necessary. This will be a linear excavation perpendicular to the line necessary 
to install wooden sleepers. These sleepers add additional stability to the poleset 
and are attached to the poleset using a u-bolt.  

 Two installed poles will be connected near the top by a steel cross-arm from 
which three insulators are attached. The conductor is then attached to these 
insulators during the stringing process. 

 Where the line changes direction and in poleset locations with poor ground 
conditions stay wires will be required. These will add stability to the pole and are 
supported by means of stay blocks. These stay blocks are made of wooden 
sleepers and will be buried 1.8m underground. 

The average working area for the construction of a poleset will extend 8 metres all around 
the footprint of the base of the poleset.  

2.2.13.2 Steel Tower  

The average foundation size for each steel tower leg used on the transmission system is 
3.1 x 3.1 x 2.5m (deep). The foundations are constructed as follows: 

 Foundations will be excavated using a rubber wheeled or tracked excavator to a 
competent stratum to be determined by the project design engineer. A larger 
foundation footing may be required in the case of weak soils. 

 Depending on access, a wheeled or tracked dumper may deliver the ready-mix 
concrete to the excavation.  

 Pile foundations may be required in the case of deep bog and reduced footing size 
foundations may be required in the case of rock being encountered at shallow 
depths. Pile foundations will be installed using the methodology outlined above. 

 In areas of poor ground or a high water table it may be necessary to use sheet 
piles supported by hydraulic frame to prevent collapse of the sides of the 
excavation and to prevent the excavation becoming too large.  

 The tower foundations will be backfilled one leg at a time with the excavated 
material. The backfill will be placed and compacted in layers. In areas of peat, the 
top layer is stored separately and re-instated as the final top layer. 

 All dimensions will be checked following the backfilling process.  

 On completion of the works, surplus peat and overburden materials will be 
transported to the nearest of the peat repositories proposed for the site (Section 
3.7 below). 

The steel for the remainder of the tower will be delivered to the site by lorry and various 
sections of the tower, depending on the weight and method of construction, are pre-
assembled on the ground beside the tower before lifting into position. The tower will be 
erected using a suitable crane.   

2.2.13.3 Stringing of Conductors 
Stringing of overhead lines refers to the installation of phase conductions on the 
supporting poleset or tower structures.  The conductor is kept clear of all obstacles along 
the straight by applying sufficient tension. This method requires the pulling of a light pilot 
line (nylon rope) which is normally carried by hand into the stringing wheels.  This in turn 
is used to pull a heavier pilot line (steel rope) which is subsequently used to pull in the 
conductors from the drum stands using a specifically designed puller - tensioner 
machine. 
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Once the conductor has been pulled into position, one end of the straight wire is 
terminated on the appropriate fittings and insulator assemblies. The free end of the 
straight is then placed in temporary-clamps which take the conductor tension. The 
conductor is then cut from the puller-tensioner and the conductor is sagged using a chain 
hoist. 

2.2.14 Fencing, Gates and Security Cameras 
The site will be secured using 2 metre high deer fencing around the area of the solar 
panels, with wildlife flaps inserted to allow animals to pass in and out of the site. 
Considering the nature of the site, it is anticipated that all fencing uprights will be 
mechanically driven without the need for fencing posts to be set in concrete. 
The substation will be enclosed with a palisade security fencing as per Eirgrid/ESB 
networks specifications. This fencing will comprise galvanised steel uprights which will 
be set in concrete. Palisade fencing panels will be installed between each upright. The 
base of each palisade fencing panel will be encased in a concrete plinth. 
 
At the site entrance, a double leaf security gate will be installed. The hanging posts of this 
gate will be set in concrete within a small excavated trench. There will be several other 
gates installed to allow access to various parts of the site whilst preserving safety and 
security. 
 
CCTV cameras will be installed at the site at discreet locations and will be orientated away 
from external landowners and dwellings. As with the security gate uprights, the CCTV 
camera upright will need to be held in position securely by setting the uprights in concrete 
or anchoring to a concrete footing using anchor bolts. 

2.3 Decommissioning 
The solar infrastructure proposed as part of the Proposed Project are expected to have a 
lifespan of approximately 35 years. Following the end of their useful life, the solar 
infrastructure may be replaced, subject to planning permission being obtained, or the 
Proposed Project may be decommissioned fully. Individual panels may need to be 
replaced during the lifetime of the project and this will occur on an as needed basis. The 
onsite substation will remain in place as it will be under the ownership of the ESB/EirGrid. 
 
Upon decommissioning of the Proposed Project, the solar panels would be disassembled 
in reverse order to how they were erected. All above ground components would be 
separated and removed off-site for recycling. Foundations would remain in place 
underground and would be covered with earth and reseeded as appropriate. Leaving the 
piling in-situ is considered a more environmentally prudent option, as to remove piling 
could result in significant impact on the peatland habitat. Underground internal collector 
cables will be removed and sent to an authorised waste recovery facility, and the ducting 
left in place. The Substation and associated 110kv infrastructure is likely to remain in 
place as an integral part of the national grid network. A decommissioning plan will be 
agreed with Kildare County Council in advance of decommissioning the Proposed Project. 
The anticipated waste materials arising from decommissioning are outlined in Section 3.9 
below. 

2.4 Health and Safety Management 
The Contractor shall be responsible for providing that a construction works Health and 
Safety plan is implemented and followed on site. The works will be carried out in 
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accordance with all relevant health and safety legislation and Codes of Practice and site 
rules relating to the works will be observed.   
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

3.1 Site Drainage 
The protection of the watercourses within and surrounding the site, and downstream 
catchments that they feed is of utmost importance in considering and deciding om the 
most appropriate drainage proposals for the site of the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project’s drainage design has therefore been proposed specifically with the intention of 
having no negative impact on the water quality of the site, and consequently no impact on 
downstream catchments and ecological ecosystems. No routes of any natural drainage 
features will be altered as part of the Proposed Project. 
 
The solar panels are raised above the ground and, as such, any rainfall that is intercepted 
by the panels will runoff and spread out and infiltrate into the ‘rain shadow’ beneath the 
panels. Given that the site is a cutover bog and has only moderate slopes it is not 
anticipated to result in significant concentration of surface flows. 
 
It is proposed to install interceptor and collector drains either side of the new access road 
to the main site. These drains will be supported by attenuation and settlement systems 
such as level spreaders and settlement ponds which are detailed in the sections that 
follow.  
A Site Drainage Report has been prepared and is included in Appendix 8-1 of the EIAR. 
The construction phase drainage proposals are summarised in the sections that follow. 

3.1.1 Connector Drain 
It is proposed to install a connector drain adjacent to the access road. This drain will flow 
towards the Mulgeeth watercourse. Currently, the field ditches flow in a south east 
direction towards the existing railway line but are not free flowing. The construction of 
the connector drain will allow for all the field ditches within both sites to become free 
flowing. This will also allow for the field ditches to drain towards the Mulgeeth 
watercourse and flow offsite at a controlled rate.  

3.1.2 Interceptor Drains 
Interceptor drains will be installed upgradient of any works areas to collect surface flow 
runoff and prevent it reaching excavations and construction areas of the site where it 
might otherwise have come into contact with exposed surfaces and picked up silt and 
sediment. The drains will be used to divert upslope runoff around the works area to a 
location where it can be redistributed over the ground surface as sheet flow. This will 
minimise the volume of potentially silty runoff to be managed within the construction 
area. Figure 3.1 shows an illustrative example of an interceptor drain. 

3.1.3 Check Dam 
Check dams will be installed for the purpose of restricting flow velocity, minimising 
channel erosion and promoting sedimentation behind the dam. The check dams will be 
installed as the interceptor drains are being excavated. 
Check dams are not specifically designed or intended to trap sediment, although 
sediment is likely to build up. If necessary, any excess sediment build up behind the dams 
will be removed. For this reason, check dams will be inspected and maintained regularly 
to insure adequate performance. Maintenance checks will also ensure the centre 
elevation of the dam remains lower than the sides of the dam. Figure 3.1 shows an 
illustrative example of a check dam. 
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3.1.4 Level Spreader 
A level spreader will be constructed at the end of interceptor drains where the drain is 
not discharging into an existing drainage ditch, to convert concentrated flows in the drain, 
into diffuse sheet flow on areas of vegetated ground. The levels spreaders will be located 
downgradient of any proposed works areas in locations where they are not likely to 
contribute further to water ingress to construction areas of the site. Figure 3.1 shows an 
illustrative example of a level spreader. 

3.1.5 Settlement Ponds 
Settlement ponds (or Stilling Ponds) will be used to attenuate runoff from works areas of 
the site during the construction phase and will remain in place to handle runoff from 
tracks and hardstanding areas of the Proposed Project during the operational phase. The 
purpose of the settlement ponds is to intercept runoff potentially laden with sediment and 
to reduce the amount of sediment leaving the disturbed area by reducing runoff velocity. 
Reducing runoff velocity will allow larger particles to settle out in the settlement ponds, 
before the run-off water is redistributed as diffuse sheet flow in filter strips downgradient 
of any works areas. Figure 3.1 shows an illustrative example of a settlement pond system. 

3.1.6 Surface Water Mitigation Measures 
There are no surface water courses on or in the vicinity of the site other than existing field 
drains and the Mulgeeth stream. The Proposed Project will adopt General Pollution 
Prevention Measures which include: 
 

 No refueling of machinery or overnight parking of machinery is permitted in these 
areas adjacent to on site drainage infrastructure;  

 No concrete truck chute cleaning is permitted on site; 
 Works shall not take place at periods of high rainfall, and shall be scaled back or 

suspended if heavy rain is forecast; 
 Plant will travel slowly across bare ground at a maximum of 5 km/hr.  
 Machinery deliveries shall be arranged using existing structures along access 

roads; 
 Any excess construction material shall be immediately removed from the area 

and sent to an authorised waste recovery facility;  
 Spill kits shall be available in each item of plant required; 

3.1.7 Surface Water Monitoring Measures 
During the construction phase of the project, water quality at outflows from the drainage 
system shall be visually monitored on a regular basis during different weather conditions. 
Issues identified at any outfall will be reportable to the Site Manager immediately. Visual 
monitoring of the drainage system will continue for one year post construction to ensure 
the system is operating well and within its capacity and thus ensuring that there is no 
impacts on the local hydrology as a result of the development. 

3.2 Tree Felling 
The potential risk of entrainment of suspended solids and nutrient release in surface 
watercourses will be managed by the implementation of appropriate mitigation 
measures. These measures are derived from best practice guidance documents as 
outlined in Section 8 of the EIAR. The water protection measures to be adopted during 
felling operations are set out as follows: 
 

 Machine combinations will be chosen which are most suitable for ground 
conditions at the time of felling and to minimise soils disturbance; 
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 Use of buffer zones for aquatic zones (see Table 3.1 below) The aquatic zone is 
defined as a permanent or seasonal river, stream or lake shown on an Ordnance 
Survey 6-inch map; 

 Checking and maintenance of roads and culverts will be on-going through any 
felling operation. No tracking of vehicles through watercourses will occur, as 
vehicles will use road infrastructure and existing watercourse crossing points. 
Where possible, existing drains will not be disturbed during felling works; 

 Ditches which drain from the proposed area to be felled towards existing surface 
watercourses will be blocked, and temporary silt traps will be constructed. No 
direct discharge of such ditches to watercourses will occur. Drains and sediment 
traps will be installed during ground preparation. Collector drains will be 
excavated at an acute angle to the contour (~0.3%-3% gradient), to minimise flow 
velocities. Main drains to take the discharge from collector drains will include 
water drops and rock armour, as required, where there are steep gradients, and 
should avoid being placed at right angles to the contour; 

 Sediment traps will be sited outside of buffer zones and will have no direct outflow 
into the aquatic zone. Machine access will be maintained to enable the 
accumulated sediment to be excavated. Sediment will be carefully disposed of 
away from all aquatic zones. Where possible, all new silt traps will be constructed 
on even ground and not on sloping ground; 

 In areas particularly sensitive to erosion, it may be necessary to install double or 
triple sediment traps. This measure will be reviewed on site during construction; 

 All drainage channels will taper out before entering the aquatic buffer zone. This 
ensures that discharged water gently fans out over the buffer zone before 
entering the aquatic zone, with sediment filtered out from the flow by ground 
vegetation within the zone. On erodible soils, silt traps will be installed at the end 
of the drainage channels, to the outside of the buffer zone; 

 Drains and silt traps will be maintained throughout all felling works, ensuring 
that they are clear of sediment build-up and are not severely eroded. Correct 
drain alignment, spacing and depth will ensure that erosion and sediment build-
up are minimised and controlled; 

 Brash mats will be used to support vehicles on soft ground, reducing peat and 
mineral soils erosion and avoiding the formation of rutted areas, in which surface 
water ponding can occur. Brash mat renewal will take place when they become 
heavily used and worn. Provision will be made for brash mats along all off-road 
routes, to protect the soil from compaction and rutting. Where there is risk of 
severe erosion occurring, extraction will be suspended during periods of high 
rainfall; 

 Timber will be stacked in dry areas, and outside a local 50m stream buffer zone. 
Straw bales and check dams to be emplaced on the down gradient side of timber 
storage/processing sites; 

 Felling works will be carried out during periods of no, or low rainfall, in order to 
minimise entrainment of exposed sediment in surface water run-off; 

 Checking and maintenance of roads and culverts will be on-going through the 
felling operation; 

 Refuelling or maintenance of machinery will not occur within 50m of an aquatic 
zone.  

 Branches, logs or debris will not be allowed to build up in aquatic zones. All such 
material will be removed when harvesting operations have been completed, but 
care will be taken to avoid removing natural debris deflectors. 
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Table 3.1 Minimum Buffer Zone Widths (Forest Service, 2000) 
Average slope leading to the 
aquatic zone 

Buffer zone width on 
either side of the 
aquatic zone 

Buffer zone width for 
highly erodible soils 

Moderate (0 – 15%) 10 m 15 m
Steep  (15 – 30%) 15 m 20 m 
Very steep  (>30%) 20 m 25 m 

3.3 Cement and Concrete Control 
The following mitigation measures will be used to avoid release of cement leachate from 
the site: 
 

 No batching of wet-cement products will occur on site; 
 Ready-mixed supply of wet concrete products and where possible, emplacement 

of pre-cast elements, will take place. Where possible pre-cast elements for 
culverts and concrete works will be used; 

 No washing out of any plant used in concrete transport or concreting operations 
will be allowed on-site; 

 Where concrete is delivered on site, only chute cleaning will be permitted, using 
the smallest volume of water possible. No discharge of cement contaminated 
waters to the construction phase drainage system or directly to any artificial drain 
or watercourse will be allowed.  

 Weather forecasting will be used to plan dry days for pouring concrete; 
 Ensure pour site is free of standing water and plastic covers will be ready in case 

of sudden rainfall event; 
 The small volume of water that will be generated from washing of the concrete 

lorry’s chute will be directed into a concrete washout area, typically built using 
straw bales and lined with an impermeable membrane. Two examples are shown 
in Plates 3.1 and 3.2 below. The areas are generally covered when not in use to 
prevent rainwater collecting. In periods of dry weather, the areas can be 
uncovered to allow much of the water to be lost to evaporation. At the end of the 
concrete pours, any of the remaining liquid contents is tankered off-site. Any solid 
contents that will have been cleaned down from the chute will have solidified and 
can be broken up and disposed of along with other construction waste.  
 

The 50m wide river buffer zone and 25m artificial drainage buffer will be emplaced for the 
duration of the construction phase (See Appendix 8-1 of the EIAR). No construction activity 
will occur within the buffer zone with the exception of bridge and culvert construction. The 
buffer zone will: 
 

 Prevent any cement based products accidentally entrained in the construction 
phase drainage system entering directly into watercourses, achieved in part by 
ending drain discharge outside the 50m buffer zone and allowing percolation 
across the vegetation of the buffer zone;  

 Provide a buffer against accidental direct run-off to surface waters by any 
pollutants, or by pollutants entrained in surface water run-off. 
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Plate 3.1 Concrete washout area                    Plate 3.2 Concrete washout area 
 

3.4 Refuelling, Fuel and Hazardous Materials Storage 
Mitigation measures proposed to avoid release of hydrocarbons at the site are as follows: 
 

 Oils, fuel and all potentially harmful materials will be stored within an 
impermeable proprietary container.  

 Mobile storage such as fuel bowsers will be bunded to prevent spills. Tanks for 
bowsers and generators shall be double skinned. 

 No hazardous substance shall be permitted to be left unattended at any time 
when taken outside the secured storage. 

 Potential impacts caused by spillages etc. during the construction phase will be 
reduced by keeping spill kits and other appropriate equipment on-site. 

 All construction vehicles will be regularly checked and maintained prior to arrival 
at the site to prevent hydrocarbon leakage.  

 Hoses and valves will be checked regularly for signs of wear and will be closed 
and securely locked when not in use. 

3.5 Dust Control 
Construction dust can be generated from many on-site activities such as excavation and 
backfilling. The extent of dust generation will depend on the type of activity undertaken, 
the location, the nature of the dust, i.e. soil, sand, overburden, etc and the weather. In 
addition, dust dispersion is influenced by external factors such as wind speed and 
direction and/or, periods of dry weather. Construction traffic movements also have the 
potential to generate dust. 
 
Proposed measures to control dust include: 
 

 The site tracks and agreed haul route roads adjacent to the site will be regularly 
inspected by site management for cleanliness, and cleaned as necessary; 

 In periods of extended dry weather, dust suppression may be necessary along 
haul roads and at works areas to ensure dust does not cause a nuisance. If 
necessary, water will be used from settlement ponds in the site’s drainage 
system and will be pumped into a bowser or water spreader to dampen down haul 
roads and site compounds to prevent the generation of dust where required. 
Water bowser movements will be carefully monitored to avoid, insofar as 
reasonably possible, increased runoff.  

 The transport of crushed stone or other material, which has significant potential 
to cause dust, will be undertaken in tarpaulin-covered vehicles where necessary; 
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 When necessary, sections of approach roads to the site will be swept using a 
street cleaner and / or damped down with water. 

 A designated vehicle wheel wash area will be created adjacent to the main site 
entrance where all HGV’s will be cleaned prior to leaving the site if deemed 
necessary. 

 All plant and materials vehicles shall be stored in dedicated areas (on site). 
 Areas of excavation will be kept to a minimum, and stockpiling will be minimised 

by coordinating excavation, spreading and compaction. 
 Solar panels and construction materials will be transported to the site on 

specified haul routes only.   

3.6 Noise Control 
The operation of plant and machinery, including construction vehicles, is a source of 
potential noise impact that will require mitigation at all locations within the site. 
Construction work will be scheduled to only occur between the hours of 07:00 to 19:00 on 
Monday to Friday and 07:00 to 13:00 on Saturday.  Construction activities will be restricted 
to this times except where the nature of particular specialist works requires continuous 
working for longer periods. Any such exceptions will be agreed in advance with the local 
authority. 
Proposed measures to control noise include: 
 

 Any plant, such as generators or pumps, which is required to operate outside of 
general construction hours will be surrounded by an acoustic enclosure or 
portable screen. 

 Plant and machinery with low inherent potential for generation of noise and/or 
vibration will be selected. All construction plant and equipment to be used on-
site will be modern equipment and will comply with the European Communities 
(Construction Plant and Equipment) (Permissible Noise Levels) Regulations, 
1996; 

 Regular maintenance of plant will be carried out in order to minimise noise 
emissions.   

 All vehicles and mechanical plant will be fitted with effective exhaust silencers 
and maintained in good working order for the duration of the works; 

 Compressors will be attenuated models fitted with properly lined and sealed 
acoustic covers which will be kept closed whenever the machines are in use and 
all ancillary pneumatic tools shall be fitted with suitable silencers. 

 Machinery that is used intermittently will be shut down or throttled back to a 
minimum during periods when not in use. 

 Training will be provided by the site management to drivers to ensure smooth 
machinery operation/driving, and to minimise unnecessary noise generation. 

 During the course of the construction programme, supervision of the works will 
include ensuring compliance with the limits detailed in Table 11-1 using methods 
outlined in British Standard BS 5228-1:2009+A1:2014 Code of practice for noise 
and vibration control on construction and open sites – Noise.  

3.7 Peat Management 
Peat and material excavated for various components of the development is estimated to 
be 63,400m3 of which approximately 25,000m3 of this will be from the proposed substation 
area. 
 
In terms of peat handling and long-term storage, it is proposed to place excavated peat 
and material into one of the 7 no. proposed peat repositories, the total volume of which is 
95,126m3.  
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The excavated peat material will only be moved short distances from the point of 
excavation and either be transported to peat repositories for storage or, where levels are 
permissible, peat will be side casted and revegetated to the side of access roads. Both 
methods are further described below. 

3.7.1.1 Placement of Peat & Material alongside Access Roads 
In some areas of the site of the Proposed Project, where it is possible and environmentally 
sustainable, excavated materials will be placed close to the excavation areas, in particular 
along access roads.  
During the excavation of roads and trenches for site cabling, where appropriate, the 
vegetation and top 150 mm of peat and overburden will be stripped and laid beside the 
excavation and will be used to reinstate along the access road edge and as part of cable 
trench reinstatement.   

3.7.1.2 Peat and Material Storage in Peat Repositories 
Where large excavations of peat occur, such as that within the area of the substation; peat 
will be stored within a number of peat repositories within the site as detailed above. The 
following general methodology will be employed in reinstating of repositories: 
 
 Excavated materials that are surplus to backfill requirements and are deemed 

unsuitable for reuse in construction will be brought to the repository locations. 
This will include unsuitable materials generated during all construction stages; 

 Excavators will level this material in suitable layers and compact it by tracking. 
Dead rolling may be carried out if the material is suitable. Volumes of materials 
generated during the access road, bases for inverters and hardstanding 
excavations will be stored in repositories.  The peat material will be stored at 
approximately 1 m deep; 

 Any mineral soils excavated during construction work will be stored separately in 
repositories within the site at a depth of approximately 1 m; and 

 The previously stripped and separately stored peaty topsoil layer, which contains 
the remnant seed bank required for restoration, will be placed as the final 
reinstatement layer. Its fibrous nature will help to promote a stable surface once 
the vegetation establishes itself. 

 
The method of reinstatement described above has been successfully applied at other 
renewable developments. 

3.7.1.3 Peat Stability Management 
Peat instability or failure refers to a significant mass movement of a body of peat that 
would have an adverse impact on the development and the surrounding environment. 
Peat failure excludes localised movement of peat that could occur below an access road, 
creep movement or erosion type events. In the absence of appropriate mitigation, the 
consequence of peat failure at the study area may result in: 
 

 Death or injury to site personnel; 
 Damage to machinery; 
 Damage or loss of access roads; 
 Drainage disrupted; 
 Site works damaged or unstable; 
 Contamination of watercourses, water supplies by sediment particulates; and,  
 Degradation of the environment. 
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3.7.1.3.1 General Recommendations for Good Construction Practice 
The peat stability assessment indicates that there is insignificant risk of peat failure, 
although drainage mitigation measures would be required to prevent the build�up of water 
in the peat and reduce the risk of failure. 
 
The following measures incorporated into the construction phase of the project will assist 
in the management of the risks for this site: 
 

 Appointment of experienced and competent contractors; 
 The site will be supervised by experienced and qualified personnel; 
 Allocate sufficient time for the project (be aware that decreasing the construction 

time has the potential to increase the risk of initiating a peat movement); 
 Prevent undercutting of slopes and unsupported excavations; 
 Maintain a managed robust drainage system; 
 Prevent placement of loads/overburden on marginal ground; 
 Set up, maintain and report readings from peat stability monitoring systems; 
 Ensure construction method statements are followed or where agreed modified/ 

developed; and, 
 Revise and amend the Geotechnical Risk Register as construction progresses. 

3.8 Invasive Species Management 
A baseline invasive species survey will be carried out at the site to identify the presence 
and location of any invasive species (listed under the Third Schedule of the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011) by a 
suitably qualified ecologist prior to the commencement of construction. If the presence 
of such species is found at or adjacent to the site, particularly in areas where its 
excavation may be required, an invasive species management plan will be prepared for 
the site to prevent the introduction or spread of any invasive species within the footprint 
of the works. An invasive species management plan, if required, will set out best practice 
control methods as summarised in the following sections. 

3.8.1 General Best Practice Control Methods 
The following general best practice guidelines in the treatment and control of invasive 
species during construction works are outlined below having regard to guidance 
documents particularly those issued by the Guidelines on the Management of Noxious 
Weeds and Non-Native Invasive Plant Species on National Road Schemes, NRA, 2010. 

3.8.2 Site Management 
Careful preparation of the site and planning of the works is crucial to successful 
treatment of invasive species. The following measures, which is not exhaustive, shall be 
followed by all on-site personnel.  
 Only those who have been inducted into biosecurity measures on-site may enter 

the contaminated zones within the works areas.  
 Should any risk of contaminated material escaping be observed by the site 

supervisor, the management plan for the site must be amended by an 
appropriately qualified person to mitigate against the risk.  

3.8.3 Establishing Good Site Hygiene 
The establishment of good site hygiene will assist in the control of invasive species at the 
site. The following measures are proposed: 
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 A risk assessment and method statement must be provided by the Contractor 
prior to commencing works. 

 Fences will be erected around areas of infestation, as confirmed by test pits, and 
warning signs shall be erected.  

 A designated wash-down area will be created, where power-washed material 
from machinery can be contained, collected and disposed of with other 
contaminated material. This area will contain a washable membrane or hard 
surface. 

 Stockpile areas will be chosen to minimise movement of contaminated soil. 
 Stockpiles will be marked and isolated. 
 Contaminated areas which will not be excavated will be protected by a root barrier 

membrane if they are likely to be disturbed by machinery. Root barrier 
membranes will be protected by a layer of sand above and below and topped with 
a layer of hardcore. 

 The use of vehicles with caterpillar tracks within contaminated areas will be 
avoided to minimise the risk of spreading contaminated material. 

 A suitably qualified ecologist will be on site to monitor and oversee the 
implementation of invasive species management plans. 

 
Plant and equipment which is operated within an area for the management of materials 
in contaminated areas will be decontaminated prior to relocating to a different works 
area. The decontamination procedures will take account of the following: 
 
 Personnel may only clean down if they are familiar with the plant and rhizome 

material and can readily identify it. 
 Decontamination will only occur within designated wash-down areas. 
 Vehicles will be cleaned using stiff-haired brush and pressure washers, paying 

special attention to any areas that might retain rhizomes e.g. wheel treads and 
arches. 

 All run-off will be isolated and treated as contaminated material. This will be 
disposed of in already contaminated areas. 

3.9 Waste Management 
This section of the CEMP provides a Waste Management Plan (WMP) which outlines the 
best practice procedures which will be implemented and followed during the construction 
phases of the project. The WMP will outline the methods of waste prevention and 
minimisation by recycling, recovery and reuse at each stage. Disposal of waste will take 
place as a last resort.  

3.9.1 Legislation 
The Waste Management Acts 1996 to 2011 and its subsequent amendments provide for 
measures to improve performance in relation to waste management, recycling and 
recovery. The Waste Management Act also provides a regulatory framework for meeting 
higher environmental standards set out by other national and EU legislation.  
 
The Waste Management Act requires that any waste related activity has to have all 
necessary licenses and authorisations. It will be the duty of a Waste Manager on the site 
of the Proposed Project to ensure that all contractors hired to remove waste from the site 
have valid Waste Collection Permits. It will then be necessary to ensure that the waste is 
delivered to a licensed or permitted waste facility. The hired waste contractors and 
subsequent receiving facilities must adhere to the conditions set out in their respective 
permits and authorisations.  
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The Department of the Environment provides a document entitled, Best Practice 
Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and 
Demolition Projects, 2006. It is important to emphasise that no demolition will take place 
at this site however, this document was referred to throughout the process of completing 
this WMP. 

3.9.2 Preliminary Plan 
The Department of the Environment guidelines state that, at the design stage of the 
project, only a preliminary WMP is required, 
 

  “Formal production and presentation of the Plan may be at a later stage but a 
clear ‘waste management philosophy’ needs to be adopted...at the initial 
conceptual stage of the Project…”’ 

 
This preliminary WMP has a number of key objectives as outlined below: 
 

 To set out management prescriptions that adhere to a waste management 
hierarchy 

 To outline the roles and responsibilities of the Waste Manager 
 Prevention and minimisation of waste at the construction stage of the Proposed 

Project. 

3.9.3 Waste Management Hierarchy 
The waste management hierarchy sets out the most efficient way of managing waste in 
the following order: 
 
Prevention and Minimisation: 
The primary aim of the WMP will be to prevent and thereby reduce the amount of waste 
generated at each stage of the project. 
 
Reuse of Waste: 
Reusing as much of the waste generated on site as possible will reduce the quantities of 
waste that will have to be transported off site to recovery facilities or landfill. 

  
Recycling of Waste: 
There are a number of established markets available for the beneficial use of 
Construction and Demolition waste such as using waste concrete as fill for new access 
roads.  
 
At all times during the implementation of the WMP, disposal of waste to landfill will be 
considered only as a last resort.  

3.9.4 Construction Phase Waste Management Plan 

3.9.4.1 Description of the Works 
The Proposed Project will involve the construction of a solar farm with the provision of 
solar PV Modules on a site with an area of approximately 200 hectares. The modules will 
be manufactured off site and delivered to development site where assembly will occur.  
 
They are ground mounted on galvanised steel support structures/ frames, which will also 
be manufactured off site. The infrastructural elements of the development include access 
roads and a temporary construction compound. 
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The typical waste types arising from the construction phase of the Proposed Project are 
outlined in Table 3.2 below.  
 
Table 3.2 Expected waste types arising during the Construction Phase 

Materials type Example EWC Code
Cables Electrical wiring 17 04 11
Cardboard Boxes, cartons 15 01 01
Composite packaging Containers 15 01 05 
Metals Copper, aluminium, lead, iron and steel 17 04 07
Inert materials Sand, stones, rock 17 01 07 
Mixed municipal waste Daily canteen waste from construction workers, miscellaneous 20 03 01
Plastic packaging Packaging with new materials 15 01 02
Wooden packaging Boxes, pallets 15 01 03 
Soil & Stone Soils and subsoils 17 05 04

 
Plant will not be serviced onsite and so the likelihood of generating hazardous wastes is 
low. Hazardous wastes that may occur on site during the construction phase of the 
Proposed Project may include oil, diesel fuel, chemicals, paints, preservatives etc. Any 
hazardous wastes will be stored in bunded containers before being collected by an 
authorised waste contractor and brought to an EPA licensed waste facility.  

3.9.4.2 Waste Arisings and Proposals for Minimisation, Reuse and Recycling of Construction 
Waste 

Construction waste will arise on the project mainly from unavoidable construction waste 
including material surpluses and damaged materials and packaging waste.  
 
Appropriate measures will be taken to ensure excess waste is not generated during 
construction, including; 
 
 Ordering of materials will be on an ‘as needed’ basis to prevent over supply to 

site.  Co-ordination is required with suppliers enabling them to take/buy back 
surplus stock. 

 Purchase of materials pre-cut to length to avoid excess scrap waste generated 
on site. 

 Request that suppliers use least amount of packaging possible on materials 
delivered to the site. 

 Ensuring correct storage and handling of goods to avoid unnecessary damage 
that would result in their disposal 

 Ensuring correct sequencing of operations. 
 Use reclaimed materials in the construction works. 

 
Hazardous waste will be kept separate from all other construction waste to prevent 
contamination and removed appropriately. 

3.9.4.3 Waste Arising from Construction Activities 
The expected waste volumes generated on site are unlikely to be large enough to warrant 
source segregation or a dedicated waste storage area. Wastes will generally comprise 
soils and subsoils (unless they have been determined to be a by-product under the EPA 
Guidance) which will be removed by truck to an authorised recovery facility. 

3.9.4.4 Reuse 
Many construction materials can be reused a number of times in lieu of or before they 
have to be disposed of: 
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 Broken concrete can be reused as aggregate for cable trench backfilling 
material. 

 Plastic packaging etc. can be used to cover materials on site or reused for the 
delivery of other materials. 

 Soils and subsoils will be reused as part of landscaping and site re-instatement. 

3.9.4.5 Recycling 
If a certain type of construction material cannot be reused on site then recycling is the 
most suitable option.  
 
All waste that is produced during the construction phase including dry recyclables will be 
sent directly for subsequent segregation at a remote facility. The low volume of such 
material that is anticipated to be generated at the Proposed Project is the justification for 
adopting this method of waste management. 

3.9.5 Decommissioning Phase Waste Management 
The lengthy time frame between the completion of the construction phase and 
decommissioning will result in the only materials remaining on site at that time will be 
infrastructural material such as the foundations the granular material used to construct 
roads.  If the site is decommissioned, all above ground components will be disassembled 
and removed from site for re-use, recycling or waste disposal. Any materials which 
cannot be re-used or recycled will be disposed of by an appropriately licenced contractor. 
 
The waste types arising from the decommissioning of the development are outlined in 
Table 3.3 below.  
 
Table 3.3 Expected waste types arising during Decommissioning 

Materials type Example EWC 
Code 

Cables Electrical wiring 17 04 11 
Metals Copper, aluminium, lead. 17 04 07 
Inert materials Crushed stone, 17 01 07 

3.9.6 Wastewater 
The removal and disposal of wastewater from the site welfare facilities, will be carried 
out by a fully permitted waste collector holding valid Waste Collection Permits as issued 
under the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations, 2007. Information on the 
appointed permitted contractor and evidence of a maintenance contract having been 
submitted to the Planning Authority prior to any construction works taking place. 
 

3.9.7 Implementation 

3.9.7.1 Roles and Responsibilities for Waste Management 
Prior to the commencement of the Proposed Project a member of the on-site construction 
management staff will be assigned the role of Construction Waste Manager. The 
Construction Waste Manager will be in charge of the implementation of the objectives of 
the WMP, ensuring that all hired waste contractors have the necessary authorisations 
and that the waste management hierarchy is adhered to. The person nominated must 
have sufficient authority so that they can ensure everyone working on the Proposed 
Project adheres to the WMP. 
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3.9.7.2 Training 
It is important for the Construction Waste Manager to communicate effectively with 
colleagues in relation to the aims and objectives of the WMP. All employees working on 
site during the construction phases of the project will be trained in materials 
management and thereby, shall be able to: 
 

 Distinguish reusable materials from those suitable for recycling; 
 Ensure maximum segregation at source; 
 Co-operate with site manager on the best locations for stockpiling reusable 

materials; 
 Separate materials for recovery; and 
 Identify and liaise with waste contractors and waste facility operators. 

3.9.7.3 Record Keeping 
The WMP will provide systems that will enable all arisings, movements and treatments 
of construction waste to be recorded. This system, which the contractor shall implement 
will enable the contractor to measure and record the quantity of waste being generated. 
It will highlight the areas from which most waste occurs and allows the measurement of 
arisings against performance targets. The WMP can then be adapted with changes that 
are seen through record keeping.  
 
The fully licensed waste contractor employed to remove waste from the site will be 
required to provide documented records for all waste dispatches leaving the site of the 
Proposed Project. Each record will contain the following: 
 

 Consignment Reference Number 
 Material Type(s) and EWC Code(s) 
 Company Name and Address of Site of Origin 
 Trade Name and Collection Permit Ref. of Waste Carrier 
 Trade Name and Licence Ref. of Destination Facility 
 Date and Time of Waste Dispatch 
 Registration no. of Waste Carrier vehicle 
 Signature of Confirmation of Dispatch detail 
 Date and Time of Waste Arrival at Destination 
 Weight of Material 
 Site Address of Destination Facility 

3.9.8 Waste Management Plan Conclusion 
The WMP will be properly adhered to by all staff involved in the project which will be 
outlined within the induction process for all site personnel. The waste hierarchy will 
always be employed when designing the plan to ensure that the least possible amount of 
waste is produced during the construction phase. Reuse of certain types of construction 
wastes will cut down on the cost and requirement of raw materials therefore further 
minimising waste levels.  
 
This preliminary WMP has been prepared to outline the main objectives that are to be 
adhered to for the preparation of a more detailed WMP to be completed after the planning 
phase of the Proposed Project. 
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
IMPLEMENTATION 

4.1 Roles and Responsibilities 
The contractor appointed to carry out the works on site will be required to provide a level 
of supervision on site in the form of an Environmental Manager who will also fulfil the role 
of Waste Manager. In general, the Environmental Manager will maintain responsibility for 
monitoring the works and Contractors/Sub-contractors from an environmental 
perspective. The Environmental Manager will act as the regulatory interface on 
environmental matters by reporting directly to the applicant and liaising with Kildare 
County Council and other statutory bodies as required. 

4.2 Construction Manager/Site Supervisor 
The Site Supervisor/Construction Manager will have overall responsibility for the 
organisation and execution of all related environmental activities as appropriate, in 
accordance with regulatory and project environmental requirements. The duties and 
responsibilities of the Site Supervisor/Construction Manager will include: 
 

 Ensure that all works are completed safely and with minimal environmental risk; 
 Approve and implement the CEMP and supporting environmental documentation, 

and ensure that all environmental standards are achieved during the 
construction phase of the project; 

 Take advice from the Site Environmental Manager on legislation, codes of 
practice, guidance notes and good environmental working practice relevant to 
their work;  

 Ensure compliance through audits and management site visits; 
 Ensure timely notification of environmental incidents; and,  
 Ensure that all construction activities are planned and performed such that 

minimal risk to the environment is introduced. 

4.3 Site Environmental Manager  
The appointed contractor will be required to engage a qualified Environmental Engineer, 
Environmental Scientist, or equivalent, with experience in construction to fulfil the role of 
Site Environmental Manager, and to monitor all site works and to ensure that 
methodologies and mitigation are followed throughout construction to avoid negatively 
impacting on the receiving environment. 
 
The Site Environmental Manager will report to the Site Supervisor/Construction Manager. 
The responsibilities and duties of the Site Environmental Manager will include the 
following: 
 

 Preparation of the CEMP and supporting environmental documentation and 
review/approval of contractor method statements; 

 Undertake inspections and reviews to ensure the works are carried out in 
compliance with the CEMP;  

 Monitor the implementation of the CEMP, particularly all proposed/required 
environmental monitoring;  

 Generate environmental reports as required to show environmental data trends 
and incidents and ensure environmental records are maintained throughout the 
construction period; 
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 Advise site management/contractor/sub-contractors on: 
o Prevention of environmental pollution and improvement to existing 

working methods; 
o Changes in legislation and legal requirements affecting the environment; 
o Suitability and use of plant, equipment and materials to prevent pollution; 
o Environmentally sound methods of working and systems to identify 

environmental hazards; 
 Ensure proper mitigation measures are initiated and adhered to during the 

construction phase;  
 Ensure adequate arrangements are in place for site personnel to identify 

potential environmental incidents; 
 Ensure that details of environmental incidents are communicated in a timely 

manner to the relevant regulatory authorities, initially by phone and followed up 
as soon as is practicable by e-mail;  

 Support the investigation of incidents of significant, potential or actual 
environmental impact, and ensure corrective actions are carried out, recommend 
means to prevent recurrence and communicate incident findings to relevant 
parties; and,  

 Identify environmental training requirements and arrange relevant training for 
all levels of site based staff/workers. 

 The level, detail and frequency of reporting expected from the Site Environmental 
Manager for the Construction Manager, developer’s project manager, and any 
Authorities or other Agencies, will be agreed by all parties prior to 
commencement of construction, and may be further adjusted as required during 
the course of the project.  

 
The actual person that will fulfil the on-site role of the Environmental Manager has not 
yet been identified. However, the individual who is appointed to this role will make 
themselves known, in writing and in person, to the Local Authority’s Environmental 
Department prior to commencement of construction.  

4.4 Environmental Awareness and Training 

4.4.1 Environmental Induction 
The Environmental Induction will be integrated into the general site induction on a case 
by case basis for each member of staff employed on-site depending on their assigned 
roles and responsibilities on site. Where necessary, the Environmental Induction will as 
a minimum include:  
 

 A copy of the Planning Permission. 
 A copy of the Environmental Management Site Plans and discussion of the key 

environmental risks and constraints; 
 An outline of the CMP structure; 
 A discussion of the applicable Works Method Statement; 
 The roles and responsibilities of staff, including contractors, in relation to 

environmental management; and,  
 An outline of the environmental Incident Management Procedure.  

4.4.1.1 Toolbox Talks 
Toolbox talks will be held by the Site Environmental Manager/Construction Manager at 
the commencement of each day, or at the commencement of new activities. The aims of 
the tool box talks are to identify the specific proposed work activities that are scheduled 
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for that day or phase of work. In addition, the necessary work method statements and sub 
plans will be identified and discussed prior to the commencement of the day’s activities. 
Site meetings will be held on a regular basis involving all site personnel. The objectives 
of the site meetings is to discuss the coming weeks proposed activities and identify the 
relevant work method statements and sub plans that will be relevant to that weeks 
activities. Additionally, any non-compliance identified during the previous week will also 
be discussed with the aim to reduce the potential of the same non-compliance 
reoccurring. 

4.5 Water Quality and Monitoring 
The water quality programme combines the use of laboratory analysis, water quality 
instrumentation and visual inspection to develop a comprehensive schedule of monitoring 
of all watercourses that exist both at the site and the surrounding area. The information 
collected by this schedule of water monitoring, will inform the pre-commencement 
baseline before works commence in an area.  
 
This water monitoring programme will be the subject of independent review by the Project 
Hydrologist who will provide the necessary guidance on the monitoring requirements. The 
water monitoring programme is outlined in the following sections. 

4.5.1 Pre-Construction Drainage Inspection and Monitoring 
There is an existing drainage network across the site and runoff drains relatively freely to 
local watercourses and streams. This existing drainage system will continue to function 
as it is during the pre-construction phase. 
 
However, prior to commencement of works in sub-catchments across the site main drain 
inspections will be completed to ensure ditches and streams are free from debris and 
blockages that may impede drainage. These inspections will be done on a catchment by 
catchment basis as the construction works develop across the site, as works in all areas 
will not commence simultaneously. 
 
Monthly Laboratory Analysis Sampling: Baseline laboratory analysis for the parameters 
listed below with relevant regulatory limits and Environmental Quality Standards (EQSs) 
will be undertaken for each watercourse e.g. at F1 as outlined in Figure 8.4 of the EIAR. 
This will not be restricted to just this location and further sampling points may be added 
as deemed necessary by the Environmental Manager in consultation with the Project 
Hydrologist. 

4.5.2 Construction Phase Drainage Inspection and Monitoring: 
Inspection sheets and photographic records will be kept on site. Inspection points will 
include the in-situ field monitoring point locations and the laboratory analysis sampling 
points. Inspection points will depend on works being completed within the catchment 
upstream of the identified monitoring locations. Visual inspections will also be completed 
after major rainfall events, i.e. after events of >25mm rainfall in any 24-hour period and 
data including photographs will be collected by visual inspections and independently 
assessed by the Project Hydrologist who will monitor and advise on the records being 
received.  
The following periodic inspection regime will be implemented: 
 

 Daily general visual inspections of site operations and inspections of all 
watercourses within the site and in the surrounding area by the Environmental 
Manager or a suitably qualified and competent person as delegated by the 
Environmental Manager; 
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 Inspections to include all elements of drainage infrastructure to ensure the 
system is operating correctly and to identify any maintenance that is required. 
Any changes, such as discolouration, odour, oily sheen or litter will be noted and 
corrective action implemented. High risk locations such as settlement ponds will 
be inspected daily. Daily inspections checks will be completed on plant and 
equipment, and whether materials such as straw bales or oil absorbent materials 
need replacement; 

 Event based inspections by the Environmental Manager as follows:  
o >10 mm/hr (i.e. high intensity localised rainfall event);  
o >25 mm in a 24-hour period (heavy frontal rainfall lasting most of the 

day); or, 
o Rainfall depth greater than monthly average in 7 days (prolonged heavy 

rainfall over a week). 
 Monthly site inspections by the Project Hydrologist/ Environmental Manager 

during construction phase; and, 
 Quarterly site inspections by the Project Hydrologist/ Environmental Manager 

after construction for a period of one year following the construction phase.  
 A written record will be maintained or available on-site within this Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) which will be maintained on-site during 
the construction phase.  

4.5.2.1 In-situ field monitoring:  
Field chemistry measurements of unstable parameters, (pH, conductivity, dissolved 
oxygen and temperature) will be taken at all monitoring locations outlined in Figure 8.4 
of the EIAR. These analyses will be carried out by either the Environmental Manager or 
the Project Hydrologist. In-situ field monitoring will be completed on a weekly basis. In-
situ field monitoring will also be completed after major rainfall events, i.e. after events of 
>25mm rainfall in any 24-hour period. The Project Hydrologist will monitor and advise on 
the readings collected by in-situ field monitoring. 

4.5.2.2 Monthly Laboratory Analysis Sampling  
Laboratory analysis of a range of parameters with relevant regulatory limits and EQSs 
will continue throughout the construction phase for each watercourse e.g. at F1 as 
outlined in Figure 8.4 of the EIAR. All samples will be sent for analysis to an independent 
laboratory. This sampling will also be completed on an event based basis, i.e. after major 
rainfall events (>25mm rainfall in any 24-hour period). The Project Hydrologist will 
monitor and advise on the readings being received from the testing laboratory. 

4.5.2.3 Monitoring Parameters 
The analytical determinants of the monitoring programme (including limits of detection 
and frequency of analysis) will be as per European Communities Environmental 
Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations, 2009, European Communities (Water Policy) 
Regulations, 2003 as amended by the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 
2014 and European Communities Environmental Objectives (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 
Regulations 2009 to 2018. The likely suite of determinants will include: 
 

 pH (field measured) 
 Electrical Conductivity (field measured) 
 Temperature (field measured) 
 Dissolved Oxygen (field measured) 
 Total Suspended Solids (mg/l) 
 Ammoniacal Nitrogen as NH3 (mg/l) 
 Ammoniacal Nitrogen as NH4 (mg/l) 
 Nitrite (NO2) (mg/l) 
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 Ortho-Phosphate (P) (mg/l) 
 Nitrate (NO3) (mg/l) 
 Phosphorus (unfiltered) (mg/l) 
 Chloride (mg/l) 
 BOD 

4.5.3 Post-Construction Monitoring 
Monthly sampling for laboratory analysis for a range of parameters as adopted during 
pre-commencement and construction phases will continue for one year after 
construction is complete.  
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5 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

5.1 Emergency Response 
The Emergency Response Plan (ERP) is presented in this section of the CEMP. It provides 
details of procedures to be adopted in the event of an emergency in terms of site health 
and safety and environmental protection. The site ERP includes details on the response 
required and the responsibilities of all personnel in the event of an emergency. The ERP 
will require updating and submissions from the contractor / Project Supervisor 
Construction Stage (PSCS) and suppliers as the Proposed Project progresses. Where 
sub-contractors that are contracted on site are governed by their own emergency 
response procedure a bridging arrangement will be adopted to allow for inclusion of the 
sub-contractor’s ERP within this document. 
 
This is a working document that requires updating throughout the various stages of the 
project. 

5.1.1 Roles and Responsibilities 
The chain of command during an emergency response sets out who is responsible for 
coordinating the response. The Site Manager, will lead the emergency response which 
makes him responsible for activating and coordinating the emergency response 
procedure. The other site personnel who can be identified at this time who will be 
delegated responsibilities during the emergency response are presented in Figure 5.1. In 
a situation where the Site Manager is unavailable or incapable of coordinating the 
emergency response, the responsibility will be transferred to the next person in the chain 
of command outlined in Figure 5.1. This will be updated throughout the various stages of 
the project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5.1 Emergency Response Procedure Chain of Command 

TBC 
(Site Manager) 

TBC 
(Site Engineer) 

TBC 
Solar Panel Supplier 

Representative 

TBC 
Site Security Officer 

(Roll Caller) 

TBC 
ESB Networks 

Supervisor 
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5.1.2 Initial Steps 
In order to establish the type and scale of potential emergencies that may occur, the 
following hazards have been identified as being potential situations that may require an 
emergency response in the event of an occurrence. 
 
Table 5.1 Hazards associated with potential emergency situations 

Hazard Emergency Situation 
Construction Vehicles: Dump trucks, 
tractors, excavators, cranes etc. 

Collision or overturn which has resulted in 
operator or third-party injury. 

Abrasive wheels/Portable Tools. Entanglement, amputation or electrical shock 
associated with portable tools. 

Contact with services. Electrical shock or gas leak associated with 
an accidental breach of underground 
services. 

Fire Injury to operative through exposure to fire. 
Falls from heights including falls 
from scaffold towers, scissor lifts, 
ladders and roofs. 

Injury to operative after a fall from a height. 

Sickness Illness unrelated to site activities of an 
operative e.g. heart attack, loss of 
consciousness, seizure. 

 
In the event of an emergency situation associated with, but not restricted to, the hazards 
outlined in Table 5.1 the Site Manager will carry out the following: 
 

 Establish the scale of the emergency situation and identify the number of 
personnel, if any, have been injured or are at risk of injury. 

 Where necessary, sound the emergency siren/fog horn that activates an 
emergency evacuation on the site.  

 Make safe the area if possible and ensure that there no identifiable risk exists 
with regard to dealing with the situation e.g. if a machine has turned over, ensure 
that it is in a safe position so as not to endanger others before assisting the 
injured. 

 Contact the required emergency services or delegate the task to someone if he 
is unable to do so. If delegating the task, ensure that the delegated person follows 
the procedures for contacting the emergency services as set out in Section 5.3. 

 Take any further steps that are deemed necessary to make safe or contain the 
emergency incident e.g. cordon off an area where an incident associated with 
electrical issues has occurred.  

 Contact any regulatory body or service provider as required e.g. ESB Networks 
the numbers for which as provided in Section 5.3.2. 

 Contact the next of kin of any injured personnel where appropriate. The 
procedure for this is outlined in Section 5.3.3. 

5.1.3 Site Evacuation/Fire Drill 
A site evacuation/fire drill procedure will provide the basis for carrying out the immediate 
evacuation of all site personnel in the event of an emergency. The following steps will be 
taken: 
 

 Notification of the emergency situation. Provision of a siren or fog horn to notify 
all personnel of an emergency situation. 

 An assembly point will be designated in the construction compound area and will 
be marked with a sign. All site personnel will assemble at this point. 
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 A roll call will be carried out by the Site Security Officer to account for all 
personnel on site. 

 The Site Security Officer will inform the Site Manager when all personnel have 
been accounted for. At this time the Site Manager will decide the next course of 
action which will be determined by the situation that exists at that time. The Site 
Manager will advise all personnel accordingly.  

 
All personnel will be made aware of the evacuation procedure during site induction. The 
Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003 require the holding of fire safety evacuation drills at 
specified intervals and the keeping of records of such drills. 

5.2 Environmental Emergency Response Procedure 

5.2.1 Excessive Peat Movement   
Where there is excessive peat movement or continuing peat movement recorded at a 
monitoring location or identified at any location within the site but no apparent signs of 
distress to the peat (e.g. cracking, surface rippling) then the following shall be carried 
out. 
 

 All construction activities shall cease within the affected area. 
 Increased monitoring at the location shall be carried out. The area will be 

monitored, as appropriate, until such time as movements have ceased. 
 Re-commencement of limited construction activity shall only start following a 

cessation of movement and the completion of a geotechnical risk assessment by 
a geotechnical engineer. 

5.2.2 Spill Control Measures 
Every effort will be made to prevent an environmental incident during the construction 
and operational phase of the Proposed Project. Oil/Fuel spillages are one of the main 
environmental risks that will exist on the site which will require an emergency response 
procedure. The importance of a swift and effective response in the event of such an 
incident occurring cannot be over emphasised. The following steps provide the procedure 
to be followed in the event of such an incident. 
 

 Stop the source of the spill and raise the alarm to alert people working in the 
vicinity of any potential dangers.  

 If applicable, eliminate any sources of ignition in the immediate vicinity of the 
incident. 

 Notify the Environmental Manager immediately giving information on the 
location, type and extent of the spill so that they can take appropriate action.  

 The Environmental Manager will inspect the site and ensure the necessary 
measures are in place to contain and clean up the spill and prevent further 
spillage from occurring. 

 Contain the spill using the spill control materials, track mats or other material 
as required. Do not spread or flush away the spill.  

 If possible, cover or bund off any vulnerable areas where appropriate such as 
drains, watercourses or sensitive habitats.  

 If possible, clean up as much as possible using the spill control materials.  
 Contain any used spill control material and dispose of used materials 

appropriately using a fully licensed waste contractor with the appropriate permits 
so that further contamination is limited.  
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 The Environmental Manager will notify the appropriate regulatory body such as 
Kildare County Council, and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), if 
deemed necessary.  

 
Environmental incidents are not limited to just fuel spillages. Therefore, any 
environmental incident must be investigated in accordance with the following steps. 
 

 The Environmental Manager must be immediately notified.  
 If necessary, the Environmental Manager will inform the appropriate regulatory 

authority. The appropriate regulatory authority will depend on the nature of the 
incident.  

 The details of the incident will be recorded on an Environmental Incident Form 
which will provide information such as the cause, extent, actions and remedial 
measures that were used following the incident. The form will also include any 
recommendations made to avoid reoccurrence of the incident.  

 If the incident has impacted on an ecologically sensitive receptor, such as a 
sensitive habitat, protected species or designated conservation site (pSPA or 
cSAC), the Environmental Manager will liaise with the Project Ecologist.  

 If the incident has impacted on a sensitive receptor such as an archaeological 
feature the Environmental Manager will liaise with the Project Archaeologist.  

 A record of all environmental incidents will be kept on file by the Environmental 
Manager and the Contractor. These records will be made available to the relevant 
authorities such as Kildare County Council, EPA if required.  

 
The Environmental Manager will be responsible for any corrective actions required as a 
result of the incident e.g. an investigative report, formulation of alternative construction 
methods or environmental sampling, and will advise the Contractor as appropriate.  

5.3 Contacting the Emergency Services 

5.3.1 Emergency Communications Procedure 
In the event of requiring the assistance of the emergency services the following steps 
will be advised to be taken: 
 
Stay calm. It's important to take a deep breath and not get excited. Any situation that 
requires 999/112 is, by definition, an emergency. The dispatcher or call-taker knows that 
and will try to move things along quickly, but under control.  
 
Know the location of the emergency and the number you are calling from. This may 
be asked and answered a couple of times but don't get frustrated. Even though many 
emergency call centres have enhanced capabilities meaning they are able to see your 
location on the computer screen they are still required to confirm the information. If for 
some reason you are disconnected, at least emergency crews will know where to go and 
how to call you back.  
 
Wait for the call-taker to ask questions, then answer clearly and calmly. If you are in 
danger of assault, the dispatcher or call-taker will still need you to answer quietly, mostly 
"yes" and "no" questions.  
 
If you reach a recording, listen to what it says. If the recording says your call cannot be 
completed, hang up and try again. If the recording says all call takers are busy, WAIT. 
When the next call-taker or dispatcher is available to take the call, it will transfer you.  
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Let the call-taker guide the conversation. He or she is typing the information into a 
computer and may seem to be taking forever. There's a good chance, however, that 
emergency services are already being sent while you are still on the line.  
 
Follow all directions. In some cases, the call-taker will give you directions. Listen 
carefully, follow each step exactly, and ask for clarification if you don't understand.  
 
Keep your eyes open. You may be asked to describe victims, suspects, vehicles, or other 
parts of the scene.  
 
Do not hang up the call until directed to do so by the call taker. 
 
Due to the remoteness of the site it may be necessary to liaise with the emergency 
services on the ground in terms of locating the site. This may involve providing an escort 
from a designated meeting point that may be located more easily by the emergency 
services. This will form part of the site induction to make new personnel and sub-
contractors aware of any such arrangement or requirement if applicable. 

5.3.2 Contact Details 
A list of emergency contacts is presented in Table 5.2.  A copy of these contacts will be 
included in the Site Safety Manual and in the site offices and the various site welfare 
facilities. 

 
Table 5.2 Emergency Contacts 

Contact Telephone no. 

Emergency Services – Ambulance, Fire, Gardaí 999/112 

Doctor – Derrinturn Health Centre 046 955 2017 

Hospital – Naas General Hospital, Naas, Co. Kildare 045 849 500 

ESB Emergency Services 1850 372 999 

Bord Gais Emergency 1850 20 50 50 

Gardaí –Carbury Garda Station 046 955 3002 

Health and Safety Coordinator - Health & Safety Services TBC 

Health and Safety Authority 1890 289 389 

Project Supervisor Construction Stage (PSCS): TBC TBC 

Project Supervisor Design Stage (PSDS): TBC TBC 

Client – Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd and Electricity 

Supply Board (ESB) Wind Development Ltd. 

TBC 

5.3.3 Procedure for Personnel Tracking  
All operatives on site without any exception will have to undergo a site induction where 
they will be required to provide personal contact details which will include contact 
information for the next of kin.  
 
In the event of a site operative becoming involved in an emergency situation where serious 
injury has occurred, and hospitalisation has taken place, it will be the responsibility of the 
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Site Manager or next in command if unavailable to contact the next of kin to inform them 
of the situation that exists. 

5.4 Induction Checklist 
Table 5.3 provides a list of items highlighted in this ERP which must be included or 
obtained during the mandatory site induction of all personnel that will work on the site. 
This will be updated throughout the various stages of the project. 

 
Table 5.3 Emergency Response Plan Items Applicable to the Site Induction Process 

ERP Items to be included in Site Induction 
All personnel will be made aware of the evacuation procedure during site 
induction. 
Due to the remoteness of the site it may be necessary to liaise with and assist 
the emergency services on the ground in terms of locating the site. This may 
involve providing an escort from a designated meeting point that may be 
located more easily by the emergency services. This will form part of the site 
induction to make new personnel and sub-contractors aware of any such 
arrangement or requirement if applicable. 
All operatives on site without any exception will have undergo a site induction 
where they will be required to provide personal contact details which will 
include contact information for the next of kin.  

 
  



Construction and Environmental Management Plan  
CEMP F - 160727 – 2018.12.07 

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Planning & Environmental Consultants  42

6 MITIGATION PROPOSALS 

All mitigation measures relating to the pre-commencement, construction and 
operational phases of the proposed development are set out in the relevant chapters of 
the EIAR submitted as part of the planning permission application. 
 
The proposed Solar Farm, the Substation and Grid Connection has been assessed and the 
entirety of the Proposed Project has been assessed cumulatively within this EIAR, the 
mitigation presented throughout the EIAR are consolidated within this section under the 
three headings Solar Farm, Substation and Grid Connection and Proposed Project. 
 
It is intended that the CEMP would be updated where required prior to the 
commencement of the development, to include all mitigations measures, conditions and 
or alterations to the EIAR and application documents should they emerge during the 
course of the planning process and would be submitted to the Planning Authority for 
written approval.  
 
All mitigation measures which will be implemented during the pre-commencement, 
construction and operational phases of the project are outlined in Table 6.1. The 
mitigation measures have been grouped together according to their environmental 
field/topic and are presented under the following headings:  
 

 Construction Management 
 Drainage Design and Management 
 Felling 
 Peat, subsoils and bedrock 
 Flora and Fauna 
 Noise 
 Air Quality/Dust 
 Landscape and Visual 
 Traffic 
 Cultural Heritage 

 
By presenting the mitigation proposals in the format set out in Table 6.1 below, an easy 
to audit list that can be reviewed and reported on during the future phases of the project. 
The proposal for site inspections and environmental audits are set out in Section 9 below. 
The tabular format in which the below information is presented, can be further expanded 
upon during the course of future project phases to provide a reporting template for site 
compliance audits.  
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Table 6.1 Schedule of Mitigation 
Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 

Pre-Commencement Phase 
 
Solar Farm 
MM1 Archaeology  EIAR Chapter 12 A 15m buffer zone will be established around the recorded monument (KD008-025) from 

which all ground works, tracking of machinery and materials storage will be excluded. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
MM2 Environmental 

Management 
Appendix 4-4 Prior to construction of the substation foundation the drainage and sediment control plan 

will be fully implemented with the required settlement pond and interceptor drains put in 
place. 

Proposed Project 
MM3 Environmental 

Management 
Appendix 4-3 The contractor appointed to carry out construction works for this project will be required to 

prepare a site-specific Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for work 
within the scope. The CEMP will identify the staff responsible for the various management 
plans and mitigation measures, as well as the steps and procedures that will be 
implemented to minimise the environmental impacts resulting from the site preparation, 
groundworks and plant erection and commissioning phases of the project.  

MM4 Environmental 
Management 

Appendix 4-3 A full construction management team will be deployed on site in accordance with routine 
site construction procedures. This team will consist of a Resident Site Manager and Assistant 
Engineers as appropriate.  

MM5 Environmental 
Management 

Appendix 4-3 An Environmental Manager, who will be supported by an independent Project Ecologist, will 
be appointed for the duration of the works to ensure compliance with ecological mitigation 
measures.  

MM6 Flora and Fauna EIAR Chapter 6 Should breeding or resting places of various possible mammals such as badger or otter be 
recorded in the pre-construction surveys a site-specific mitigation plan shall be prepared 
and agreed with the NPWS prior to the commencement of works 

MM7 Road Pre-Construction 
Survey 

EIAR Chapter 13 A pre-condition survey of roads associated with the Proposed Project will be carried out prior 
to construction commencement to record the condition of the road 

MM8 Information to Local 
Residents 

EIAR Chapter 13 Local residents in the area will be informed of any upcoming traffic related matters e.g. 
temporary lane/road closures (if required), via letter drops and posters in public places.  
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Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 
Information will include the contact details of the Contract Project Co-Ordinator, who will be 
the main point of contact for all queries from the public or local authority during normal 
working hours.  An "out of hours" emergency number will also be provided. 

MM9 Fencing EIAR Chapter 4 In order to secure the site during the construction phase, the fencing and gates will be 
installed first for the safety of the workers and public. The permanent site entrance shall be 
designed to ensure that appropriate sightlines are provided.  It will consist of a double leaf 
security gate constructed of low visual impact fencing in a similar style to the security fence. 
There will be several other gates to allow access to various parts of the site whilst preserving 
safety and security.  These gates will be constructed of similar design to the fencing to create 
low visual impact. 
The fencing will be constructed using 2 m high deer fencing around the area of the solar 
panels, with wildlife flaps inserted to allow animals to pass in and out of the site. The 
substation will be fenced around using palisade fencing.  

MM10 Culverts EIAR Chapter 4 These will be suitably designed for base flows and peak flows, with a minimum size to avoid 
occurrence of blockages and build-up of discharges and to avoid increased flow velocities 
with the potential to cause erosion. They will also be designed in accordance with the 
requirements of Inland Fisheries Ireland’s Requirements for the Protection of Fisheries 
Habitats during Construction and Development works at River Sites where required. 

MM11 Earthworks EIAR Chapter 4 Drainage works will be installed prior to the main earthworks activities related to the 
construction of site tracks, solar panel foundations, cable trenches, crane handstands and 
the substation. 

MM12 Temporary 
Construction 
Compound 

EIAR Chapter 4 The area to be used as the compound will be marked out at the corners using ranging rods 
or timber posts. Drainage runs, and associated settlement ponds will be installed around the 
perimeter. 
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Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 

Construction Phase 
 
Construction Management 
Solar Farm 
MM13 River Crossings EIAR Chapter 4 The crossing of streams and rivers for the internal solar farm underground cabling will be 

carried out by open trench method or trenchless methods. The method adopted at 
particular locations will be implemented only with the approval of Inland Fisheries Ireland 
(IFI). The construction will take place outside the salmon spawning period from October to 
April unless otherwise agreed with IFI locally. 

Substation and Grid Connection 
MM14 Transformer Delivery EIAR Chapter 4 The Grid Transformer(s) for the Substation will be delivered on a multi-axle special purpose 

tractor and trailer transport that will distribute this load over eight or more axles, which 
results in acceptable loads. 

Proposed Project 
MM15 Environmental 

Management 
Appendix 4-3 All construction works will be carried out under appropriate supervision. Works will be 

carried out by experienced contractors using appropriate and established safe methods of 
construction.  

MM16 Health and Safety EIAR Chapter 5 During construction of the Proposed Project, all staff will be made aware of and adhere to 
the Health & Safety Authority’s ‘Guidelines on the Procurement, Design and Management 
Requirements of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013’. 
This will encompass the use of all necessary Personal Protective Equipment and adherence 
to the site Health and Safety Plan which will include measures to exclude members of the 
public from certain areas of the site during construction.  

MM17 Health and Safety EIAR Chapter 5 Appropriate health and safety signage will be erected at locations around the site. 
MM18 Health and Safety EIAR Chapter 5 All onsite works and health and safety requirements will be carried out to an agreed standard 

based on ESB and Bord na Móna specifications. 
MM19 Wheel Wash EIAR Chapter 4 A designated vehicle wheel wash area will be created adjacent to the main site entrance 

where all HGV’s will be cleaned prior to leaving the site are deemed necessary. 
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Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 
The wheel wash will be a proprietary wheel wash approved by the Site Engineer. Wash water 
will not be allowed to enter local watercourses and will be diverted to a dedicated lagoon by 
a sealed pipe. Any accumulated resultant sludge within the lagoon will be removed from site 
by a fully licenced contractor holding relevant waste collection and disposal permits. 

MM20 Wastewater 
Management 

EIAR Chapter 4 Foul sewage from the temporary facilities will be routed to covered watertight tanks 
designed for receiving and storing sewage with no outlet. The tanks will be sized to suit the 
expected use and will be installed within the construction compound. Contents and residues 
will be regularly emptied by a fully licenced contractor holding relevant waste collection and 
disposal permits. With high water tables the tanks will be calculated at design stage to omit 
the buoyancy risk. 

MM21 Tracked Vehicles EIAR Chapter 4 Tracked dumpers and tracked trailers will be used to transfer materials around the site and 
where there are suitable bearing stratum double wheeled vehicles will also be used for 
transport of materials from the holding areas to the work areas. 
Wide track bog master type excavators and track type trenchers will also be used. 

MM22 Reinstatement EIAR Chapter 4 Some overburden material will be stored temporarily adjacent to the works areas for 
reinstatement when the main construction activities are completed. Soil will be backfilled 
outside the drainage channels along track-sides and vegetated sods replaced over the 
surface, bedded-in, regraded, etc., to re-constitute a stable and settled ground surface on 
which the natural vegetation can recover and will be resistant to erosion. 

MM23 Waste Materials CEMP Section 3 A fully licensed waste contractor will be employed to remove waste from the site and will be 
required to provide documented records for all waste dispatches leaving the site of the 
proposed development.  

Drainage Design and Management 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
MM24 Earthworks and 

potential effects on 
water quality 

EIAR Chapter 8  Surface water drainage - The substation drainage will consist of an 
underground surface water pipe system. This system will include a number 
of surface water manholes, rain water pipes for the compound building roof, 
Class 1 Full Retention Oil Separator, an oil sensitive bund dewatering 
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Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 
system and ACO Drains. The system will discharge into an adjacent field 
ditch. It is also proposed to construct a land drain, 150 mm in diameter, 
around the perimeter of the substation. The land drain will discharge into 
the same location as the surface water system. In accordance with SuDS 
best practice, it is proposed to include two rainwater harvesting tanks within 
the surface water system which will comprise of a filter, an underground 
tank and a pump. The system allows rainwater to run down the roof and into 
the guttering and downpipes in the normal way before passing through the 
filter, which removes any leaves and debris. Rainwater is then stored in the 
underground tank for reuse. The proposed tanks will have a capacity of 3,800 
litres. 

 Foul water system – A foul system is proposed within the station to cater 
for the wastewater generated in the welfare facilities of the control building. 
The foul system will consist of an underground pipe network, foul manholes 
and an 18 m³ full retention foul effluent storage tank. The tank will have an 
associated high-level alarm which will be connected to the control building. 
A foul holding tank to be maintained and emptied bi-annually is the most 
preferable means of treating and disposing of foul waste from the site. The 
licensed contractor charged to empty and dispose of the waste will be the 
holder of a valid waste collection permit. The foul holding tank will also be 
vented to the atmosphere to avoid the build-up of noxious and dangerous 
gases. 

 Potable water supply - The proposed substation site is remote from the 
public roadway and the public water supply system. It is proposed to provide 
the required potable water demand of the station with a well on the site.  

Proposed Project 
MM25 Earthworks and 

potential effects on 
water quality  

EIAR Chapter 8 The main elements of the drainage design include the following: 
1) Drainage management 

 
 Solar field drainage – to manage rainwater runoff from below the solar 

panels and prevent erosion 
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Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 
 Connector Drain – will allow field drainage to flow freely across the site and 

allow management of site discharges at a controlled rate 
 Invertor drainage – including an approved oil sensitive bund dewatering 

system, and an approved full retention oil separator at each invertor station 
 Amenity area drainage – will mimic the current drainage in the area, 

pedestrian pathways will be permeable floating road construction and 
culverts will be constructed where required 

MM26 Watercourse Buffers EIAR Chapter 8 A self-imposed buffer zone for peat storage will be established around the existing field 
drains on site. Also, a buffer zone around field ditches and watercourses where no peat can 
be stored is being implemented. A 25 m buffer around field ditches and a 50 m buffer around 
the Mulgeeth watercourse is recommended as per industry best practice. 

MM27 Vegetation filter strips EIAR Chapter 8 Vegetation filters, that is areas of existing vegetation, accepting drainage water issuing 
from level spreaders as sheet flow, will remove any suspended sediment from water 
channelled via interceptor drains or any remaining sediment in waters channelled via 
swales and settlement ponds. 

MM28 Swales/Collector 
drains 

EIAR Chapter 8 Swales will be used to intercept and collect run off from construction areas of the site 
during the construction phase, and channel it to settlement ponds for sediment attenuation 
as per the drainage design.  

MM29 Settlement Ponds EIAR Chapter 8 Settlement ponds, placed either singly or a pair in series, will buffer volumes of run-off 
discharging from the drainage system during periods of high rainfall, by retaining water 
until the storm hydrograph has receded, thus reducing the hydraulic loading to water 
courses as per the drainage design. 

MM30 Check Dams EIAR Chapter 8 Check dams will not be used in any natural watercourses, only artificial drainage channels 
and interceptor drains. The check dams will be installed at regular intervals along 
interceptor drains to restrict flow velocity, minimise channel erosion and promote 
sedimentation behind the dam as per the drainage design. 

MM31 Silt Fences EIAR Chapter 8 Silt fences will be emplaced along drains and parallel to access roads edges as required 
and at stream / watercourse crossings. Silt fences are effective at removing heavy 
settleable solids. This will act to prevent entry to watercourses of sand and gravel sized 
sediment, released from excavation of peat and entrained in surface water runoff. 
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MM32 Interceptor Drains EIAR Chapter 8 Interceptor drains will be installed up-gradient of any works areas to collect surface flow 

runoff and prevent it reaching excavations and construction areas of the site. It will then be 
directed to areas where it can be re-distributed over the ground as sheet flow as per the 
drainage design. 

MM33 Silt Bags EIAR Chapter 8 Dewatering silt bags will be used which allow the flow of water through while trapping any 
silt or sediment suspended in the water. The silt bags provide a passive non-mechanical 
method of removing any remaining silt contained in the potentially silt-laden water 
collected from works areas within the site. 

MM34 Drainage Management EIAR Chapter 8 All surface water runoff from the development will have to pass through existing site 
drainage features along the boundary of the bog prior to final discharge from the site. 

MM35 Environmental 
Management 

Appendix 4-4 Materials from piling operations shall be placed upstream of a cut-off drain and settlement 
pond as part of the drainage control system. Alternatively, where the material cannot be 
placed in these areas, it will be placed in a designated repository. All construction works will 
be undertaken in accordance with the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan developed for the 
project. 

MM36 Environmental 
Management 

Appendix 4-4 Excavated material will not be stockpiled within 10 m of any watercourse 

MM37 Excavation Dewatering EIAR Chapter 8  If required, pumping of excavation inflows will prevent build-up of water in 
the excavation; 

 The interceptor drainage will be discharged to the existing field drainage 
system or onto the bog surface via a settlement pond;  

 The pumped water will be discharged via settlement pond/silt bags adjacent 
to excavation areas; 

 There will be no direct discharge to the existing drainage network and 
therefore no risk of hydraulic loading or contamination will occur; and, 

MM38 Hydrocarbons EIAR Chapter 8  All bulk storage of fuels, lubricants and hydraulic fluids will occur at the 
contractor’s compound(s), which will be fenced and have a lockable gate, 
thereby ensuring that the area in which fuels, lubricants and hydraulic fluids 
are stored will be properly secured against unauthorised access or 
vandalism; 
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 The storage area within the compound will contain a small bund lined with 

an impermeable membrane to prevent any contamination of the 
surrounding soils and vegetation and of groundwater; 

 Fuels and oils will be carefully handled to avoid spillages; 
 Any spillage of fuels, lubricants or hydraulic oils will be immediately 

contained, and the contaminated soil removed from the site and disposed of 
appropriately; 

 Any waste oils and hydraulic fluids will be collected in leak-proof containers 
and removed from the site for disposal or recycling; 

MM39 Plant and equipment 
inspections 

EIAR Chapter 8 Site plant will be regularly inspected for leaks and fitness for purpose; and, an emergency 
plan for the construction phase to deal with accidental spillages will be contained within 
Environmental Management Plan. Spill kits will be available to deal with accidental spillages 

MM40 Re-Fuelling EIAR Chapter 8  Minimal refuelling or maintenance of construction vehicles or plant will take 
place on site. Off-site refuelling will occur at a controlled fuelling station; 

 On site re-fuelling will be undertaken using a double skinned bowser with 
spill kits on the ready for accidental leakages or spillages; 

 On site re-fuelling will be undertaken by suitably trained personnel only; 
 Fuels stored on site will be minimised. Storage areas where required will be 

bunded appropriately for the fuel storage volume for the time period of the 
construction and fitted with a storm drainage system and an appropriate oil 
interceptor;  

 The electrical substation will be bunded appropriately to the volume of oils 
likely to be stored and to prevent leakage of any associated chemicals and 
to groundwater or surface water. The bunded area will be fitted with a storm 
drainage system and an appropriate oil interceptor; 

 The plant used during construction will be regularly inspected for leaks and 
fitness for purpose; 

 An emergency plan for the construction phase to deal with accidental 
spillages will be contained within the Construction and Environmental 
Management Plan. Spill kits will be available to deal with and accidental 
spillage in and outside the re-fuelling area. 
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MM41 Spillage of 

Hydrocarbons 
EIAR Chapter 8 Appropriate spill control equipment, such as oil soakage pads,  specialist absorbent mats / 

pillows and granules for containment will be available on site to deal with any accidental 
spillage and emergency response procedures will be put in place; Designated contractors’ 
personnel will be trained and certified in oil spill control and clean up procedures and in the 
proper and safe disposal of any waste generated through such an event. 

MM42 Wastewater Disposal  EIAR Chapter 8  A self-contained port-a-loo with an integrated waste holding tank will be 
used at each of the site compounds, maintained by the providing contractor, 
and removed from site on completion of the construction works; 

 All stored foul water will be removed from site to a licenced facility for 
appropriate treatment and disposal; and,  

 No foul water will be discharged at the site. 
MM43 Concrete Deliveries 

and Management 
EIAR Chapter 8 No batching of wet-cement products will occur on site. Ready-mixed supply of wet concrete 

products will be used and where possible, pre-cast elements for culverts and concrete 
works will be used. 

MM44 Concrete Deliveries 
and Management 

EIAR Chapter 8 No washing out of any plant used in concrete transport or concreting operations will be 
allowed on-site. 

MM45 Concrete Deliveries 
and Management 

EIAR Chapter 8 Where concrete is delivered on site, only the chute need be cleaned, using the smallest 
volume of water possible. No discharge of cement contaminated waters to the construction 
phase drainage system or directly to any artificial drain or watercourse will be allowed. 
Chute cleaning water is to be directed into a dedicated lined washout area. This lined area 
will be removed from site once the construction phase is complete. 

MM46 Concrete Deliveries 
and Management 

EIAR Chapter 8 Weather forecasting will be used to plan dry days for pouring concrete.  Ensure pour site is 
free of standing water and plastic covers will be ready in case of sudden rainfall event 

MM47 Concrete Deliveries 
and Management 

EIAR Chapter 8 Where possible pre-cast elements for culverts and concrete works will be used 
 
 
 

Felling 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
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Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM48 Felling CEMP Section 3 Machine combinations will be chosen which are most suitable for ground conditions at the 

time of felling and to minimise soils disturbance 
MM49 Felling CEMP Section 3 Checking and maintenance of roads and culverts will be on-going through any felling 

operation. No tracking of vehicles through watercourses will occur, as vehicles will use 
road infrastructure and existing watercourse crossing points. Where possible, existing 
drains will not be disturbed during felling works 

MM50 Felling CEMP Section 3 Branches, logs or debris will not be allowed to build up in aquatic zones. All such material 
will be removed when harvesting operations have been completed, but care will be taken to 
avoid removing natural debris deflectors. 

MM51 Felling CEMP Section 3 In areas particularly sensitive to erosion, it may be necessary to install double or triple 
sediment traps. This measure will be reviewed on site during construction 

MM52 Felling CEMP Section 3 Drains and silt traps will be maintained throughout all felling works, ensuring that they are 
clear of sediment build-up and are not severely eroded. Correct drain alignment, spacing 
and depth will ensure that erosion and sediment build-up are minimised and controlled 

MM53 Felling CEMP Section 3 Branches, logs or debris will not be allowed to build up in aquatic zones. All such material 
will be removed when harvesting operations have been completed, but care will be taken to 
avoid removing natural debris deflectors. 

Peat, Subsoils and Bedrock 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
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Proposed Project 
MM54 Topsoil/Peat and 

Subsoil Excavation 
EIAR Chapter 7, 
Appendix 7-1 

 Placement of project infrastructure that require excavation in areas with 
shallower peat where possible (mitigation by avoidance); 

 The peat and subsoil which will be removed during the construction phase 
will be localised to the infrastructure footprint location and access roads; 

 The absence of designated sites, such as NHAs and SACs, within the 
Proposed Project site ensures no impacts to the land, soil or geology within 
a designated site as a result of the Proposed Project; 

 A minimal volume of peat and subsoil will be removed to allow for 
infrastructural work to take place in comparison to the total volume present 
on the site due to optimisation of the layout by mitigation by design; 

 Excavated peat will only be moved short distances from the point of 
excavation to peat and soil repositories within the site; 

 Stockpiling of materials and the parking of plant on peat will be avoided; 
 Tracking machinery on peat will be minimised, and bog mats will be used 

where required; 
 Low bearing pressure machines will be used; 
 The length of unsupported excavations in peat will be minimised; 
 Side slopes of cuttings in peat will be trimmed back to stable permanent 

side slopes. In soft potentially unstable peat a berm of mineral soil will be 
constructed across the top of the cutting slopes to support the peat face; 

 No work will be carried out down slope of a peat excavation at any time; 
 Water build up in excavations will be avoided; 
 Peat excavations will not be left unsupported for extended periods or 

overnight; 
 Vibrating rollers will not be used on site (dead weight permitted); 
 String lines with posts at approximately 10m centres downslope of works in 

deep peat areas will be installed prior to commencement of construction 
and remain in place for the duration of the works to monitor for any potential 
movements; 

 Upslope cut-off drains will be installed in advance of construction; 
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 The existing drainage patterns in the peat will be maintained as far as is 

practicable; 
 There will be no uncontrolled discharges of water onto peat; 
 Construction of any required settlement ponds will be volume neutral, and 

all excess material will be used locally to form pond boundary bunds, and 
for surrounding landscaping; 

MM55 Peat Instability and 
Failure 

Appendix 7-1  Geotechnical Engineer to provide a Geotechnical Induction to all contractor 
supervisory staff. 

 Site Geotechnical Supervisor will be appointed and is to carry out 
supervision of site works as required. The Site Geotechnical Supervisor will 
be required to inspect that works are carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the PSRA, identifying new risks and ensuring all method 
statements for works are in place and certified. 

 Retain a Site Geotechnical Folder which contains all the geotechnical 
aspects of the site. 

MM56 Leakages and 
Spillages 

EIAR Chapter 7  Minimal refuelling or maintenance of construction vehicles or plant will take 
place on site during the removal of vegetation; 

 On site re-fuelling will be undertaken using a double skinned bowser with 
spill kits on the ready for accidental leakages or spillages; 

 Fuels stored on site will be minimised. Storage areas where required will be 
bunded appropriately for the fuel storage volume for the time period of the 
construction and fitted with a storm drainage system and an appropriate oil 
interceptor; 

 The electrical control building will be bunded appropriately to the volume of 
oils likely to be stored, and to prevent leakage of any associated chemicals 
and to groundwater or surface water. The bunded area will be fitted with a 
storm drainage system and an appropriate oil interceptor; 

 The plant used during construction will be regularly inspected for leaks and 
fitness for purpose; and, 

 An emergency plan for the construction phase to deal with accidental 
spillages will be contained within the Construction Environmental 
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Management Plan. Spill kits will be available to deal with any accidental 
spillage in and outside the re-fuelling area. 

MM57 Vegetation Removal EIAR Chapter 7  Minimisation of the site footprint and hence, amount of vegetation clearing 
required will be undertaken; 

 Extracted/excavated peat will only be moved short distances from the point 
of excavation to peat and peat repositories within the site; 

 Stockpiling of materials and the parking of plant on peat will be avoided; 
 Tracking machinery on peat will be minimised, and bog mats will be used 

where required; 
 Low bearing pressure machines will be used; and, 
 The existing drainage patterns in the peat will be maintained as far as is 

practicable. 
Flora and Fauna 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM58 Rehabilitation Plan EIAR Chapter 6 A revised Draft Rehabilitation Plan will be developed taking account of the proposed project. 

The integration of the site-specific drainage plan and the peatland rehabilitation plan will be 
a key aspect to the success of any active peatland formation. 
The implementation of the rehabilitation plan by Bord Na Mona as a component part of the 
proposal will allow for the generation of areas of Sphagnum rich vegetation in low-lying 
areas of the site and result in a long-term positive effect. The main aim of the rehabilitation 
plan would be for the promotion of the development of sphagnum-rich poor fen habitat within 
the wet areas of the site, outside the development footprint. In order to ensure the measures 
within the rehabilitation plan work effectively, the Draft Rehabilitation Plan identifies that 
‘there will be annual assessments of the site to determine the progress of the rehabilitation 
work and requirements for further enhancement measures’. 
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MM59 Invasive Species EIAR Chapter 6  All plant and equipment employed on the construction site (e.g. excavator, 

footwear, etc.) will be thoroughly cleaned down using a power washer unit 
prior to arrival on site to prevent the spread of invasive plant species  

 All washing must be undertaken in areas with no potential to result in the 
spread of invasive species. This process will be detailed in the contractor's 
method statement. 

 Any soil and topsoil required on the site will be sourced from a stock that 
has been screened for the presence of any invasive species and where it is 
confirmed that none are present.  

 All planting and landscaping associated with the Proposed Project shall 
avoid the use on invasive shrubs such as Rhododendron. 

 The bio-security requirements in relation to all plant and equipment, as set 
out in Inland Fisheries Ireland’s Bio-Security Protocol (2010), will be 
implemented as required.  A copy of this Protocol is included with the CEMP 
in Appendix 3-4.   

Noise 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM60 Construction Phase 

Noise Control 
EIAR Chapter 5 Equipment will be sensitively located, taking account of local topography and natural 

screening. 
MM61 Construction Phase 

Noise Control 
EIAR Chapter 5 Construction noise will be controlled by prescribing that standard construction work will be 

restricted to the specified working hours. Any construction work carried out outside of these 
hours shall be restricted to activities that will not generate noise of a level that may cause a 
nuisance. The phasing of works has also been designed with regard to avoidance of noise 
impacts. 
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MM62 Construction Phase 

Noise Control 
EIAR Chapter 5 Plant will be selected taking account of the characteristics of noise emissions from each 

item. All plant and machinery used on the site shall comply with relevant E.U. and Irish 
legislation in relation to noise emissions. 

MM63 Construction Phase 
Noise Control 

EIAR Chapter 5 Operation of plant: all construction operations shall comply with guidelines set out in British 
Standard documents ‘BS 5338: Code of Practice for Noise Control on Construction and 
Demolition Sites’ and ‘BS5228-1:2009+A1:2014: Code of Practice for Noise and Vibration 
Control on Construction and Open Sites’. The correct fitting and proper maintenance of 
silencers and/or enclosures, the avoidance of excessive and unnecessary revving of vehicle 
engines, and the parking of equipment in locations that avoid possible impacts on noise-
sensitive locations will be employed. 

MM64 Construction Phase 
Noise Control 

EIAR Chapter 5 Training and supervision of operatives in proper techniques to reduce site noise, and self-
monitoring of noise levels. 

MM65 Construction Phase 
Noise Control 

EIAR Chapter 10 A site representative shall be appointed who is responsible for matters relating to noise and 
vibration 

MM66 Construction Phase 
Noise Control 

EIAR Chapter 10  The best means practicable, including proper maintenance of plant, will be 
employed to minimise the noise produced by on site operations. 

 All vehicles and mechanical plant will be fitted with effective exhaust 
silencers and maintained in good working order for the duration of the 
contract. 

 Compressors will be attenuated models fitted with properly lined and sealed 
acoustic covers which will be kept closed whenever the machines are in use 
and all ancillary pneumatic tools shall be fitted with suitable silencers. 

 Machinery that is used intermittently will be shut down or throttled back to 
a minimum during periods when not in use. 

 Any plant, such as generators or pumps, which is required to operate outside 
of general construction hours will be surrounded by an acoustic enclosure 
or portable screen. 

 During the course of the construction programme, supervision of the works 
will include ensuring compliance with the limits detailed in Table 11-1 using 
methods outlined in British Standard BS 5228-1:2009+A1:2014 Code of 
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practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites – 
Noise.  

 The hours of construction activity will be limited to avoid unsociable hours 
where possible. Construction operations shall generally be restricted to 
between 7:00hrs and 19:00hrs weekdays and between 7:00hrs and 13:00hrs 
on Saturdays. However, to ensure that optimal use is made of good weather 
periods or at critical periods within the programme it could occasionally be 
necessary to work out of these hours 

MM67 Vibration EIAR Chapter 10 It is recommended that vibration from construction activities be limited to the values set out 
in 10.2 of the EIAR. 

MM68 Vibration EIAR Chapter 10 Site access roads need to be kept even to mitigate the potential for vibration from lorries. 
Air Quality/Dust 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM69 Dust Emissions EIAR Chapter 5,9 Truck wheels will be washed to remove mud and dirt before leaving the site.  
MM70 Dust Emissions EIAR Chapter 5,9 Solar panels and construction materials will be transported to the site on specified haul 

routes only and a speed limit will be implemented. 
MM71 Dust Emissions EIAR Chapter 5,9 In periods of extended dry weather, dust suppression may be necessary along haul roads 

and at works areas to ensure dust does not cause a nuisance. If necessary, water will be 
used from settlement ponds in the site’s drainage system and will be pumped into a bowser 
or water spreader to dampen down haul roads and site compounds to prevent the generation 
of dust where required. Water bowser movements will be carefully monitored to avoid, 
insofar as reasonably possible, increased runoff. 

MM72 Dust Emissions  EIAR Chapter 9  All plant and materials vehicles shall be stored in dedicated areas (on site). 



Construction and Environmental Management Plan  
CEMP F - 160727 – 2018.12.07 

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Planning & Environmental Consultants  59

Ref. No. Reference Heading Location Mitigation Measure 
 Areas of excavation will be kept to a minimum, and stockpiling will be 

minimised by coordinating excavation, spreading and compaction. 
 The transport of construction materials to the site that have significant 

potential to cause dust, will be undertaken in tarpaulin or similar covered 
vehicles where necessary. 

MM73 Exhaust Emissions EIAR Chapter 9  All construction vehicles and plant will be maintained in good operational 
order while onsite, thereby minimising any emissions that arise. 

 All machinery will be switched off when not in use. 
 Aggregate materials for the construction of site access tracks and all 

associated infrastructure will all be locally sourced, where practicable, 
which will further reduce potential emissions.  

Landscape and Visual 
Solar Farm 
MM74 Glint and Glare EIAR Chapter 5 If glint and glare exceedances are experienced at sensitive receptors, a site visit will be 

undertaken firstly to determine the level of occurrence and existing screening. If glint and 
glare is found to be occurring, suitable mitigation measures such as screening can be 
employed to limit the incidence or duration of glint and glare at the affected property.  

Substation and Grid Connection 
MM75 Visual EIAR Chapter 11 Additional planting around the substation will also reduce the visibility of the substation. 
Proposed Project 
MM76 Visual EIAR Chapter 11 Extensive screening around the site will be retained  
Traffic 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
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Proposed Project 
MM77 Sourcing Aggregate EIAR Chapter 5 Aggregate materials for the construction of any additional site tracks will be obtained from 

locally within the surrounding area of the project site. This will significantly reduce the 
distance and number of delivery vehicles required to access the site. 
 

MM78 Phased Development EIAR Chapter 5 Phased development will be employed to allow for construction traffic to be managed and to 
minimise the volume of construction traffic using the road network at any one time. The 
proposed phasing is set out in Section 4.8 of the EIAR. 

MM79 Traffic Management 
Plan (TMP) 

EIAR Chapter 13 A detailed Traffic Management Plan (TMP), incorporating all the mitigation measures set out 
in the Outline TMP submitted as part of the CEMP, included in Appendix 4.4 of this EIAR, will 
be finalised and confirmatory detailed provisions in respect of traffic management agreed 
with the roads authority.  

MM80 Traffic Management 
Co-Ordinator 

EIAR Chapter 13 A competent Traffic Management Coordinator will be appointed for the duration of the 
project and this person will be the main point of contact for all matters relating to traffic 
management. 

MM81 Liaison with the 
relevant local authority

EIAR Chapter 13 Liaison with the relevant local authority including the roads section of local authorities that 
the delivery routes traverse. 

MM82 Travel Plans for 
Construction Workers 

EIAR Chapter 13 The construction company will be required to provide a travel plan for construction staff, 
which will include the identification of a routes to / from the site and identification of an area 
for parking. 

MM83 Temporary traffic signs EIAR Chapter 13 As part of the traffic management measures temporary traffic signs will be put in place at 
all key junctions, including the access junction on the N15.  All measures will be in 
accordance with the “Traffic Signs Manual, Chapter 8 – Temporary Traffic Measures and 
Signs for Road Works” (DoT now DoTT&S) and “Guidance for the Control and Management 
of Traffic at Roadworks” (DoTT&S).  A member of construction staff (flagman) will be present 
at key junctions during peak delivery times.   

MM84 Additional measures EIAR Chapter 13 Various additional measures will be put in place in order to minimise the effects of the 
development traffic on the surrounding road network including wheel washing facilities on 
site and sweeping / cleaning of local roads as required.    
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Cultural Heritage 
Solar Farm 
The mitigation measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is inherently connected and 
designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM85 Archaeology EIAR Chapter 12 If an archaeological site/artefact is detected during monitoring it will be preserved by record 

(archaeologically excavated) and therefore permanently removed with a full record made of 
same 

Operational Phase 
 

Solar Farm 
MM86 Flora and Fauna EIAR Chapter 6 Following construction of the solar array, the underlying peat will be subject to a revegetation 

plan in order to stabilise the peat, thereby reducing suspended solids generation and 
erosion.   
 
Revegetation will be facilitated through the establishment of semi-natural grassland 
beneath the solar panels using a wild flower pollinator friendly seed mix or by using ‘Green 
Hay’ in combination with fertiliser and nursery crop. The species mix will comprise of a 
variety of plant species that will grow on peatland and contribute to an enhancement in 
biodiversity. In some area, facilitation of natural revegetation may occur where ground 
conditions are suitable and existing vegetation cover sufficient to prevent suspended solids 
runoff. 
It is proposed to undertake active management of the raised bog to the north of the 
development site but within the study area. This will include the removal of invasive conifer 
species and the blocking of existing drainage channels where feasible and appropriate. 
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Grid Connection 
The mitigation measures related to the Substation and Grid Connection are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as this element is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MM87 Exhaust Emissions EIAR Chapter 9 Any vehicles or plant brought onsite during the operational phase will be maintained in good 

operational order, thereby minimising any emissions that arise.   
MM88 Roads EIAR Chapter 13 A post construction survey of roads will be carried out. The timing of these surveys will be 

agreed with the local authority. All road surfaces and boundaries will be re-instated to pre-
development condition, as agreed with the local authority engineers. 
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7 MONITORING PROPOSALS 

All monitoring measures relating to the pre-commencement, construction and 
operational phases of the proposed development are set out in the relevant chapters of 
the EIAR submitted as part of the planning permission application. 
 
This section of the CEMP groups together the monitoring measures presented in the 
EIAR. It is intended that the CEMP would be updated where required prior to the 
commencement of the development, to include all monitoring measures, conditions and 
or alterations to the EIAR and application documents should they emerge during the 
course of the planning process and will be submitted to the Planning Authority for written 
approval.  
 
The monitoring element associated with Proposed Project will be focused towards the 
protection of surface waters to ensure that outfalls from the drainage system adjacent to 
site tracks are clear with no impact on surface water quality in the immediate vicinity of 
the site. It is proposed that the monitoring of the drainage system will continue for one 
year post construction to ensure the system is operating well and within its capacity. 
 
By presenting the monitoring proposals in the below format, it is intended to provide a 
monitoring schedule that can be reviewed and tracked during all phases of the project to 
ensure all the required monitoring is completed as required.
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Table 9.1 Schedule of Monitoring Measures  
Ref. 
No. 

Reference Heading Reference Monitoring Measure 

Pre-Commencement Phase 
 
Solar Farm 
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Proposed Project 
MX1 Site Drainage CEMP Section 4 Prior to commencement of works in sub-catchments across the site main drain inspections will be 

completed to ensure ditches and streams are free from debris and blockages that may impede 
drainage. These inspections will be done on a catchment by catchment basis as the construction 
works develop across the site, as works in all areas will not commence simultaneously. 

MX2 Water Quality and 
Monitoring 

EIAR Section 8 An inspection and maintenance plan for the on-site drainage system will be prepared in advance of 
commencement of any works. 

MX3 Water Quality and 
Monitoring 

EIAR Section 8 
CEMP Section 4 

Baseline sampling will be completed on at least two occasions and these should coincide with low 
flow and high flow stream conditions. 

MX4 Invasive Species CEMP Section 3 A pre-commencement invasive species survey shall be completed for the site. 
MX5 Mammal Survey EIAR Section 6 A pre-construction mammal survey will be undertaken to identify any Otter holts or Badger setts 

within the works areas associated with the proposed development. The survey will be undertaken to 
ensure that Otter or Badger have not taken up residence within or close to the development 
footprint 

MX6 Floating Road 
Construction 

EIAR Section 4 Prior to commencing floating road construction, movement monitoring posts will be installed in 
areas of deep peat as per the requirement of the Project Engineer. 
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Ref. 
No. 

Reference Heading Reference Monitoring Measure 

Construction Phase 
 
Solar Farm
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas.
Proposed Project
MX7 Water Quality and 

Monitoring 
EIAR Section 8 During the construction phase field testing and laboratory analysis of a range of parameters with 

relevant regulatory limits and EQSs should be undertaken for each primary watercourse, and 
specifically following heavy rainfall events (i.e. weekly, monthly and event based). 

MX8 Water Quality and 
Monitoring 

EIAR Section 8 An inspection and maintenance plan for the on-site drainage system will be prepared in advance of 
commencement of any works. Regular inspections of all installed drainage systems will be 
undertaken, especially after heavy rainfall, to check for blockages, and ensure there is no build-up of 
standing water in parts of the systems where it is not intended. Inspections will also be undertaken 
after tree felling 

MX9 Daily Monitoring EIAR Section 8 
CEMP Section 5 

Daily monitoring of excavations by a suitably qualified person will occur during the construction phase. 
If high levels of seepage inflow occur, excavation work should immediately be stopped and a 
geotechnical assessment undertaken 

MX10 Water Quality and 
Monitoring 

CEMP Section 5 The following periodic inspection regime is likely to be proposed: 
 Daily general visual inspections by Environmental Manager/Project Hydrologist; 
 Weekly (existing & new drains) inspections by the Environmental Manager/Project 

Hydrologist and/or the site Construction Manager; 
 Inspection to include all elements of drainage systems and all monitoring. Inspections 

required to ensure that drainage systems are operating correctly and to identify any 
maintenance that is required. Any changes, such as discolouration, odour, oily sheen or 
litter should be noted and corrective action should be implemented. High risk locations 
such as settlement ponds will be inspected daily. Daily inspections checks will be 
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Ref. 
No. 

Reference Heading Reference Monitoring Measure 

completed on plant and equipment, and whether materials such as oil absorbent 
materials need replacement; 

 Event based inspections (as defined in Chapter 8) by the Environmental Manager/Project 
Hydrologist  as follows:  

o >10 mm/hr (i.e. high intensity localised rainfall event);  
o >25 mm in a 24-hour period (heavy frontal rainfall lasting most of the day); or, 
o Half the monthly average rainfall in any 7 days. 

 Monthly site inspections by the Project Hydrologist during construction phase; and, 
 Quarterly site inspections by the Project Hydrologist after construction for a period of one 

year following the construction phase.  
 A written record will be maintained or available on-site of all construction phase 

monitoring undertaken.  
MX11 Check Dams EIAR Section 4 

CEMP Section 3 
Check dams will be inspected and maintained regularly to insure adequate performance. 
Maintenance checks will also ensure the centre elevation of the dam remains lower than the sides of 
the dam.  

MX12 Silt traps EIAR Section 4 
CEMP Section 3 

Silt traps will be inspected weekly during the construction phase of the project and following rainfall 
events. Inlet and outlets will be checked for sediment accumulation and anything else that might 
interfere with flows with sediment cleaned out of the silt trap as necessary and on a regular basis.  

MX13 Drainage swales EIAR Section 4 
CEMP Section 3 

Drainage swales will be regularly inspected for evidence of erosion along the length of the swale. If 
any evidence of erosion is detected, additional check dams will be installed to limit the velocity of flow 
in the channel and reduce the likelihood of erosion occurring in the future. 

MX14 Settlement Ponds EIAR Section 4 
CEMP Section 3 

Settlement ponds will be inspected weekly and following rainfall events. Inlet and outlets will be 
checked for sediment accumulation and anything else that might interfere with flows. Inspection and 
maintenance of these of these structures during construction phase is critical to their functioning to 
stated purpose. 

MX15 Culverts EIAR Section 4 
CEMP Section 3 

All culverts will be inspected regularly to ensure they are not blocked by debris, vegetation or any 
other material that may impede conveyance.  

MX16 Drainage Management EIAR Section 4 
CEMP Section 3 

The effectiveness of drainage measures designed to minimise runoff entering works areas and 
capture and treat silt-laden water from the works areas, will be monitored continuously by the 
Environmental Clerk of Works or Project Hydrologist on-site. The Environmental Manager/Project 
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Ref. 
No. 

Reference Heading Reference Monitoring Measure 

Hydrologist will respond to changing weather, ground or drainage conditions on the ground as the 
project proceeds, to ensure the effectiveness of the drainage design is maintained in so far as is 
possible. This may require the installation of additional check dams, interceptor drains or swales as 
deemed necessary on-site. 

MX17 Plant and Equipment 
Inspections 

EIAR Section 7 
CEMP Section 4 

The plant used should be regularly inspected for fuel leaks, unnecessary noise generation and 
general fitness for purpose. 

MX18 Drainage Inspection EIAR Section 8 
CEMP Section 5 

Regular inspections of all installed drainage systems will be undertaken, especially after heavy 
rainfall, to check for blockages, and ensure there is no build-up of standing water in parts of the 
systems where it is not intended. Inspections will also be undertaken after tree felling. 

MX19 Water Quality 
Monitoring 

EIAR Section 8.  
CEMP Section 4 

During the construction phase field testing and laboratory analysis of a range of parameters with 
relevant regulatory limits and EQSs should be undertaken for each watercourse (at F1 as outlined in 
Figure 8.4 of the EIAR) and specifically following heavy rainfall events (i.e. weekly, monthly and event 
based). This will be completed in consultation with the Inland Fisheries Board.  

MX20 Wheel wash  CEMP Section 3 
 

The effectiveness of the wheel wash will be monitored as part of road cleanliness inspections. The 
water will be replaced in the wheel wash enclosure as required.  

MX21 Archaeological 
Monitoring 

EIAR Section 12 Archaeological monitoring of ground works during the construction phase of the Proposed Project. 
The monitoring should be carried out under licence from the National Monuments Service of the Dept. 
of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and a report on the results shall be compiled and submitted to 
the relevant authorities on completion of the Proposed Project.  
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Ref. 
No. 

Reference Heading Reference Monitoring Measure 

Operational Phase 
 
Solar Farm
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas. 
Substation and Grid Connection 
The monitoring measures related to the Solar Farm are captured under the ‘Proposed Project’ heading below as the Drainage Design & Management is 
inherently connected and designed for the entire project works areas.
Proposed Project
MX22 Water Quality and 

Monitoring 
CEMP Section 5 During the operational phase laboratory analysis of a range of parameters will continue for one year 

after construction is complete. 
MX23 Drainage Inspection EIAR Section 8 

CEMP Section 5 
Monitoring the effectiveness of drainage measures installed during the construction phase will 
continue to be monitored into the operational phase.  
The frequency of drainage system inspections will be reduced following completion of the 
construction phase of the project. Weekly inspections during the construction phase will be reduced 
to monthly, bi-monthly and eventually quarterly inspections during the operational phase. The 
frequency will be increased or decreased depending on the effectiveness of the measures in place 
and the amount of remedial action required in any given period.  
Any excess build-up of silt levels at dams, the settlement pond, or any other drainage features that 
may decrease the effectiveness of the drainage feature, will be removed. 
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8 PROGRAMME OF WORKS 

It is estimated that the construction phase will take approximately 25 months. This is 
typically broken down into a number of phases, from commencing enabling works on 
site to the commissioning of the solar farm, substation and grid connection. 
An example of the programme of works is outlined below. The construction 
programme will be finalised on appointment of a contractor before commencement of 
the development. The final programme will be developed in consultation with the 
Project Supervisor Construction Stage, based on availability of plant, materials and 
projected delivery dates 

 
 Stage 1: Site Preparation, Felling and Clearing of Vegetation. 

Site enabling works will be carried out at the outset of the construction phase. 
Clearance of forestry and vegetation which is required to be removed to enable 
main construction works to proceed.  This may also include preparing the 
perimeter and erecting where necessary a temporary fence. Temporary 
welfare amenities for construction workers will be installed close to the 
substation area during this period. A percentage of access roads will be 
constructed at this stage to facilitate enabling works. The drainage system will 
be excavated and constructed in conjunction with the track 

 Stage 2: Construction of the Proposed Project. On completion of site 
preparation and enabling works, the construction of the solar farm, grid 
connection and substation will commence. The Works shall include the 
following activities: 

 
 Erection of fences & gates 
 Installation of the drainage in advance of works. 
 Preparation of onsite tracks and laydown areas. 
 Construction of inverter pads 
 Installation of piling for the panel supports  
 Delivery of panels, frames, centralised electrical stations 
 Installation of frames and panels 
 Construction of 110 kV Substation 
 Cable trenching and cable laying 
 Erection of security cameras 
 Installation of centralised electrical stations 
 Commissioning of the panels and grid connection 
 Site reinstatement and ecological enhancement 
 Demobilisation from site. 

 
Construction works will be undertaken in approximately the order listed above. 
However, many of the tasks would be undertaken concurrently in order to minimise 
the duration of this phase. 
 
Construction work will be scheduled to only occur between the hours of 07:00 to 19:00 
on Monday to Friday and 07:00 to 13:00 on Saturday.  Construction activities will be 
restricted to this times except where the nature of particular specialist works requires 
continuous working for longer periods. Any such exceptions will be agreed in advance 
with the local authority. 
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9 COMPLIANCE AND REVIEW 

9.1 Site Inspections and Environmental Audits 
Routine inspections of construction activities will be carried out on a daily and weekly 
basis by the Site Environmental Manager and the Construction Manager to ensure all 
controls to prevent environmental impact, relevant to the construction activities taking 
place at the time, are in place. 
 
Environmental inspections will ensure that the works are undertaken in compliance 
with this Construction & Environmental Management Plan and any consent conditions. 
Only suitably trained staff will undertake environmental site inspections. 

9.2 Auditing 
Environmental audits will be carried out during the construction phase of the project. 
In contrast to monitoring and inspection activities, audits are designed to shed light on 
the underlying causes of non-compliance, and not merely detect the non-compliance 
itself. In addition, audits are the main means by which system and performance 
improvement opportunities may be identified. Environmental audits will be carried out 
by contractor staff or alternatively by external personnel acting on their behalf. It is 
important that an impartial and objective approach is adopted. Environmental audits 
will be conducted at planned intervals to determine whether the CEMP is being 
properly implemented and maintained. The results of environmental audits will be 
provided to project management personnel.  

9.3 Environmental Compliance 
The following definitions shall apply in relation to the classification of Environmental 
Occurrences during construction of the Proposed Project: 
 
Environmental Near Miss: An occurrence which if not controlled or due to its nature 
could lead to an Environmental Incident. 
 
Environmental Incident: Any occurrence which has potential, due to its scale and 
nature, to migrate from source and have an environmental impact beyond the site 
boundary. 
 
Environmental Exceedance Event: An environmental exceedance event occurs when 
monitoring results indicate that limits for a particular environmental parameter (as 
indicated in the Environmental Monitoring Programme) has been exceeded. 
 
An exceedance will immediately trigger an investigation into the reason for the 
exceedance occurring and the application of suitable mitigation where necessary. 
 
Exceedance events can be closed out on achieving a monitoring result below the 
assigned limit for a particular environmental parameter. 
 
Environmental Non-Compliance: Non-fulfilment of a requirement and includes any 
deviations from established procedures, programs and other arrangements related to 
the EMP.  
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9.4 Corrective Action Procedure 
A corrective action is implemented to rectify an environmental problem on-site.  
Corrective actions will be implemented by the Construction Manager, as advised by the 
Site Environmental Manager.  Corrective actions may be required as a result of the 
following: 
 

 Environmental Audits; 
 Environmental Inspections and Reviews; 
 Environmental Monitoring; 
 Environmental Incidents; and, 
 Environmental Complaints. 

 
A Corrective Action Notice will be used to communicate the details of the action 
required to the contractor. A Corrective Action Notice is a form that describes the cause 
and effect of an environmental problem on site and the recommended corrective action 
that is required.  The Corrective Action Notice, when completed, will include details of 
close out and follow up actions. 
 
If an environmental incident or issue occurs on site that requires immediate attention 
direct communications between the Construction Manager and the Site Environmental 
Manager will be conducted. This in turn will be passed down to the site staff involved. 
A Corrective Action Notice will be completed immediately after the incident or issue 
has been neutralised or remediated which will include a summary of the corrective 
actions completed. 

9.5 Construction Phase Plan Review 
This CEMP will be updated and reviewed prior to commencement of construction, and 
also as required thereafter during the construction phase of the project.  




